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"WALTER PRESSCOTT WEBB:
THE CLASSROOM TEACHER"
by W. Eugene Hollon

Like most of his students, I heard about him long before enrolling
in my first class with Walter Prescott Webb in the summer of 1936. I first
saw him a few months previously when he spoke to a group of South Texas
public school administrators on the campus of Texas A & I College at
Kingsville. At the time I held the august position of principal of the grade
school at Mirando City, a border town near Laredo. The entire state that
year was caught up in a patriotic orgy of celebrating the centennial of Texas
independence from Mexico. Texas historians were very much in demand
as speakers, especially those who had ever written a book. Not only had
Webb written The Great Plains, but his Texas Rangers recently had been
made into a movie starring Fred McMurray.
Even though Paramount used nothing in the book but the title, Webb
would modestly boast in later years that he received enough money from
the deal during the depression years to "buy a new suit of clothes and
a train ticket to the next meeting of the American Historical Association."
Following an elaborate introduction by a name-dropping school
superintendent, a somewhat unusual looking man in his late forties moved immediately to a large map of the United States, pointed to the 98th
meridian, and launched into a fascinating lecture on the American frontier. Slightly under six feet in height, he possessed a very large. very round,
and very bald head. His weathered face and red complexion did nothing
for his brown tweed suit and miss-matched shirt and tie. Nevertheless,
there was an aura about this man with the thick neck and owl-like eyes.
His deliberate movements and dry resonant voice commanded instant
respect. To my knowledge, he represented the first individual I had ever
seen who had written a book. Indeed. I had been higWy suspicious that
some of my frontier instructors at East Texas State Teachers College had
even read a book since graduating from Peabody College with an M.S.
degree in Education.
y

Joe Frantz once wrote that everyone who knew Webb felt that they
owned a piece of him. Such belief was an illusion, a vain fantasy as thin
of substance as pink air. Webb belonged to no man, not even to the seventh
decibel point. Many have proclaimed him to be the greatest intellectual
and original thinker that Texas has produced in the past century. Of course,
most of those who make this assertion are native sons of a state more
famous for football, beauty queens, Baptist preachers, cattle, oil and gas
(natural and otherwise) than for brains. Still, Walter Prescott Webb was

W. Eugene Hollon resides in Santa Fe. New Mexico. This article was presented a.t a meeting
of The Western Historical Association in Little Rock, Arkansas. in 1978.

4

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

not an ordinary man. regardless of where he came from or where he went
or how long he stayed. More books, articles, and historical sessions have
been devoted to him in the past decade than any other Texas-born scholar.
No one exposed to Webb's personality and character more than three
or four times could escape being profoundly influenced, one way or the
other. Some of his former students contacted in preparation for this paper
invariably praised him as a great friend and intellectual giant but criticized his classroom performance. Others could find no fault with him whatsoever and seemed to lose sight of the fact that he was even mortal. But
no one failed to recall explicit details of their first and last meetings.
Webb came to the University of Oklahoma for several lectures during my twenty-two years there in the History Department, the first time
in 1946. I picked him up at the Santa Fe depot around 6:00 o'clock that
morning and dropped him off at the motel for a few hours of sleep. When
I called for him later in the day, he answered the door with a magazine
in hand and clad in a one-piece suit of cotton underwear. He apologized
for being late, and while he was getting dressed and as we carried 0!l with
small talk, my mind turned to many things - including the old book Life
With Father. The sight of the great Walter Prescott Webb in his underwear
was no less a shock than that experienced by young Clarence Day the first
time he encountered his authoritarian father without a coat.
On another occasion Webb was invited to the Norman campus to
speak to a group of nationally renowned psychologists - self proclaimed,
that is. The conference was devoted to the subject of "tensions." Several
in the audience became extremely agitated for Webb not only ignored
the subject at hand, his predictions for the future, as usual, proved very
pessimistic. One visitor from Columbia University reacted so rudely in
his remarks that the host professors apologized for his behavior.
Whereupon, Webb rose deliberately from his chair in the audience and
responded, HIt seems to me that you distinguished scholars can learn all
you need to know about 'tensions' by studying one another."
j

I took three history courses and one graduate seminar with Webb
between 1937 and 1941. The lecture courses included the Great Plains,
the History of the United States before the Civil War, and what would
be called today "the Gilded Age." The seminar was devoted to topics
relating to the American frontier. While re-reading the lecture notes for
the regular courses recently, I was surprised to see that they averaged less
than thirty, compared to more than 300 pages of notes for Professor
Gutsch's class on the British Empire.
There were sixty-nine of us in the graduate seminar, the majority of
whom were bewildered education majors seeking a fillip from sitting at
the feet of the great Webb. Ernest Wallace once informed me that he and
I and the late E.C. Barksdale were the only members of that summer class
of 1937 who ultimately received the Ph.D. degree. My notes on Webb's
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introductory remarks to the seminar consist of the following paragraph:
"Graduate students can learn as much or more from one another in a
group of this sort as they can from the instructor. Your paper should reflect
considerable research efforts on your part. If yOll do not already know
how to write clear, concise, declarative sentences, it's time that you learned.
You are allowed a certain number of dull sentences. That is aU you are
allowed. If you have trouble with a particular sentence or phrase, throw
it out completely and start over. Be careful in your choice of words and
avoid using 'former' and 'latter'." Period.
Since I was then living in the ranching country of the Edwards Plateau
in West Texas, I chose a subject relating to the origins of the local sheep
industry. Another student from Tennessee announced that she wanted to
do a paper on moonshining. Webb curtly remarked that it was not "a
fit subject for a woman." She went ahead with it anyway and he later
pronounced it one of the most interesting papers that he had read in a
long time. When my paper was returned at the end of the course, it contained a grade of "B ± I A -". There were no corrections or comments
except an occasional "rewrite" or "recast," but nothing more explicit as
to what to do. I had forgotten the incident, but Ernest Wallace claims
that during the presentation of his paper, Webb became as excited as a
graduate student who had just made a big discovery. "Later he wrote for
a copy of the paper for use in future seminars and as the basis for a chapter
in this book," according to Ernest.
W. Turrentine Jackson, one of Webb's first graduate students, well
remembers a similar experience. "The most emotional I ever saw him was
when I gave a report - terribly sectional and biased - about the legal
system and the courts," Turpy remarked. "He slapped his hands together,
had a full smile in the back of the room, and came jumping down the
isle shouting 'give 'em hell, Jackson.' Well, it scared the living hell out
of me, for I had never seen him react in such away."
Although he generally was courteous and respectful of students, he
had another side in class and he did not suffer fools gladly. Once when
he made what I thought was a profound statement, I whispered to the
graduate student next to me that Dr. Webb was the greatest teacher I had
ever seen. Whereupon, he stopped in the middle of the sentence, glared
at me at the back of the room, and stated bluntly that if I wanted to carry
on a conversation, then to get the hell out of the room. It was not one
of his better days - nor mine. Later. I learned that he stopped off in
a colleague's office after class and remarked that he had behaved very
badly and was ashamed at what he had just said to a student who did
not deserve it. The next day he made a point of inviting me to have a cup
of coffee with him across the street from the campus. It was the beginning of a friendship that lasted until the day he died twenty-seven years
later.
Dorman Winfrey, one of Webb's post-War II graduate students and
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later Director of the Texas State Library, recalls the time when a student
reported on a Texas Rangers topic without having read any books on the
subject. "Webb's face drew up, his teeth ground a little bit, and all of
us understood what was about to take place. It did." Several years earlier
a local high school principal wrote a paper on some phase of frontier
economics. The student critic had already warned the professor that the
man had plagiarized the entire essay from one or two textbooks. Webb
sat through the presentation, fuming. Afterwards. he looked the individual
straight in the eye, and between clinched teeth informed him that good
research required the use of original, or at least sound. reliable sources.
"Your research is not acceptable," he stated. "In fact, I consider it an
insult to me and to your fellow students in this class. I don't want you
ever again to enroll in one of my courses or in any other seminar in the
History Department. As of this moment, you are no longer a candidate
for an advanced degree in this department.
It

Another student in that same seminar received an entirely different
treatment. Because he wrote poorly and was academically weak. he had
to work twice as hard to get half as far as others. Webb encouraged him
to keep trying and advised him on how to improve. At the end of the course
he suggested that he drop out of graduate school for a while to get more
teaching experience. Two years later he wrote the individual to tell him
that it was now time for him to resume his graduate work. He eventually
received the Ph.D. under Webb's direction. As in the case of both individuals, it was his way of conducting a preliminary examination. That
he was an easy mark for a grade, once he became acquainted with you,
was well known. He said many times in later life that he never sat in on
a Ph.D. exam where a student was not asked a lot of silly questions that
he could have passed himself.
No one would have picked Webb out for a scholar if they passed him
on an Austin street or observed him tramping through the brush on his
Friday Mountain Ranch. To be perfectly honest, he was not a formidable
figure in appearance or dress. He was taller than he appeared because he
walked with a slight forward stoop_ Sometime around World War II he
adopted a conservative Stetson for all occasions and frequently kept it
on in his office at Garrison Hall - either to encourage someone to drop
by and invite him out for a cup of coffee or to discourage some students
from interrupting his chain of thought.
"I could pretty well tell if it was all right to knock and say 'hello',"
Frank Vandiver wrote soon after Webb's deat h in 1963, "it all depended
upon how wide open the door was. Just a crack meant stay out, a warning generally punctuated by a clacking typewriter. Wide-open meant come
on in. a welcome reinforced by Webb's sitting in his swivel chair, cocked
back. looking out in the hallway. Even so, I ventured to that office with
qualms. I shouldn't have, but I did. The thing was, I admired Dr. Webb
too much to feel comfortable around him. Growing up around the Univer-
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sitYt hearing about him, listening to his lectures, all built a circumspect
awe which walled me from him."
Webb had an instinct for knowing when you were discouraged. On
three or fOUf occasions during my final year in graduate school he called
up unexpectedly and told me to use his car over the weekend, provided
1 returned it by 8:00 o'clock Sunday morning in time for him to drive
out to the ranch. When one asked how he could pay him back for such
acts of kindness or for his many letters of recommendation he wrote for
me over the years, he invariably responded, "By passing it on to your
own students someday."
Most of Webb's students learned mOTe from him outside than inside
the classroom. "I think that he did his best work walking from Garrison
Hall to the Night Hawk or the Driscoll Hotel," one wrote. "On occasion
when he asked me to join him, we would talk very little because I knew
that he had damn important things on his mind. He was a thinker who
felt that he never really understood the history profession." Another wrote:
"He was more than a classroom instructor; he was a human being trying
to clothe his ideas in words that came slowly as he thought his way through
in front of a class. He was not a master of pedagogy trained in the tricks
and mannerisms of others who outshone him at the podium."
With few exceptions, the best students attracted to his classes were
someone else's. It was a Umust" for anyone studying American history
to have a field under him or for anyone in another discipline such as
economics, political science, or philosophy to take at least one course with
him. According to Walter Rundell, who worked on a book on Webb's
teaching career, "there's lots of testimony in his papers at the University
of Texas from undergraduates on whom he had a lasting effect." Webb
had a way of stirring everyone up immediately, so much so that all but
the dullest member of a class was determined to rush to the library to find
evidence disproving his latest idea. After reading widely and deeply, some
remained unconvinced, while others made a 180 0 turn. One thing for sure,
no one remained neutral.
Webb could have cared less and was more apt to give a student an
"A" who strongly disagreed with him than to one who accepted his ideas

or statements without question. Although he encouraged criticism, he had
no sympathy for those who went beyond what he called "gentlemanly
behavior." And he had no patience with those who talked without having something to say. "Discussion can never proceed without disagreement," he often observed. "Once you launch an idea it is free to go its
own way, for it is beyond your control - as it should be." He was as
unorthodox in his grading as in his methodology and once gave an "A"
to a student who submitted her seminar paper in the form of a series of
cartoons, rather than as a formal essay. He announced to the class on
the Great Plains that I attended in the summer of 1936 that he would excuse any student from the final exam who told him where he could locate
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an early model Walker Colt Pistol.
While preparing this paper, I re-read the several books and articles
that have been done on Webb. These included biographies by Necah Furman and Greg Tobian and works by Ronnie Dugger, Joe B. Frantz, Walter
Rundell, W. Turrentine Jackson, George Wolfskill, William Owens, and
Frank Vandiver. In addition, I wrote to several of his former students
regarding their impressions of Webb as a classroom teacher and public
speaker. "What was it that stamped this parochially educated Texan as
a great teacher," I asked. "Or was he really as great as many have said he
was?" I did not have to remind anyone that Webb had flunked his own
Ph.D. exams at the University of Chicago; that he was forty-three years
old when he did receive his doctor's degree, and then via the back door
of his own department. (At least one member of the examining committee had been one of Webb's graduate students.)
Moreover, few of Webb's students ever published dissertations done
under his direction, perhaps because they worked on portions of his own
ideas and had little room for individual development. In some cases, he
deliberately assigned topics that did not have a chance of book publication because they were far too specialized. Practically all of his teaching
experience, except for visiting professorships in later life, was restricted
to high schools and universities in Texas. And after more than four decades
on the Austin campus, Webb produced surprisingly few Ph.D's - certainly nothing in comparison to Bolton, Curti, Nevins, or Turner. I also
do not need to point out that Webb's scholarly reading went deep but
relatively narrow and that much of his research was confined to reliable
but limited secondary sources.
The seeds that Webb planted in the classroom years ago have now
matured and the harvest season for the crop of students to which I belonged
is fast drawing to a close. Thus, the objectivity that time inexorably brings
forth enables Webb to emerge into clearer perspective as a teacher. The
intervening years since his retirement and death have been extremely kind
to his memory. And the man, teacher, friend, confidant, and thinker
become one and the same. My memories of his lectures have become slightly blurred by time, but I had been exposed to so much poor and unimaginable teaching as an undergraduate. that Webb stood out like a giant
among a group of mental midgets.
It therefore came as a surprise when a few of Webb's former students
who treasure his memory as much as I, responded rather critically of his
classroom performances. "I attended only one of his classes," a close
friend, now retired, wrote. "It was not an exhilarating experience, for
the truth is that Walter was not a good teacher. He bumbled; hejust gave
the class the pages of his Great Plains with little elaboration ... Like
too many of the history teachers 1 have known, he was content to gather
a few wisps of straw and set them to a transient smolder. Barker, Biesele,
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Hackett, and Gutsch of the "old history faculty" at the University of Texas
were great teachers."
I could hardly disagree more with the above observation, but I also
realize that what turns one individual off can turn another on. With all
due respect to Barker, Biesele, Hackett, and Gutsch, with whom I had
courses, they were strong on facts but about as intellectually challenging
on ideas as one of the followers of the Reverend Moon. Words poured
forth from Professor Gutsch's mouth faster than bullets from a machine
gun. And, as was said of President Warren G. Harding's speeches, his
lectures resembled a vast army of words marching across the landscape
in search of an idea. Barker was past his prime when I enrolled in his
Jackson course and he obviously had never recovered from the disintegration of the Whig Party. As for Professor Hackett, he could assemble a
wagon load of Spanish documents; but as Webb once said, "he did not
know what in the hell to do with them."
Even Webb's previously mentioned critic enthusiastically admitted
that he had one of the fine, creative minds of modern times and compared him in this regard to Billington, Nichols, Curti, and Atherton. But
if Webb was as bad in the classroom and he and one or two others have
testified, then perhaps he was so bad that he was good.
When I asked Turpy Jackson for his impressions of Webb's classroom
performance, his response was slightly more favorable. "But I would have
to admit, Gene, that Webb was not at his best as a lecturer. In fact, he
hated lecturing and did everything he could to avoid giving what passes
for one. This is not to suggest that he did not have an innovative and interesting, free-flowing classroom. He wanted students to give reports and
exchange ideas." Indeed, Webb borrowed freely from students before applying their ideas to his own use. But he never failed to give generous credit
to those who deserved it.
Ernest Wallace once served as Webb's grader: "I had the feeling that
he really did not enjoy lecture courses, but his seminars were something
else, Ernest wrote. "We talked a lot abollt grading and the amount of
marking I should do, but I cannot recall that he ever re-read any paper
I had read or that he ever changed a single grade - except at my request.
He was always asking me Questions about West Texas. For some reason,
he and I hit it off well - perhaps because neither of us were inclined to
talk very much." (That's not the Ernest Wallace I knew for more than
forty-five years.)
H

As for myself, each hour spent in one of Webb's classes seemed more
like fifteen or twenty minutes. Doubtless, like Frank Vandiver and many
others, I held him in circumspect awe. Those who wanted to learn considerable and those who did not could have their safe grade. He left factual details for the students to read in the textbook and thus felt free to
chart his own course. His fractured sentences often left you hanging in
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the air, or to be completed in your own mind. Eventually, everything
seemed to come together and the second half of the period could be as
exhilarating as a down-hill ride on a roller coaster. He had a way of reducing everything to what he was interested in, regardless of the subject matter. He taught a variety of courses, particularly in his earlier career, completely different from those dealing with the American West. A student
taking his Western Civilization course once described it to another as
"mostly about the frontier. ~,
Webb covered only a few topics in each of the courses I had with
him, but he covered them thoroughly. He invariably related each to the
frontier and its democratizing influence upon United States and world
history. He challenged people to think about every aspect of the frontier,
the changes that occurred with European expansion, with the closing of
the frontier in the United States, what society would be like as the frontier in other parts of the Western World disappeared. He encouraged
students to react with their own experiences, to evaluate great writings
of the past in terms of the present, and to discover verifications and contradictions of existing information. He made frequent references to the
works of Eugene Manlove Rhodes, Willa Cather, John Steinbeck, Dorothy
Scarbrough, Hamlin Garland, Andy Adams, Emerson Hough, Vardis
Fisher. Owen Wister, and Ole Rolvaag. All of what he said may sound
like stale cliches today, but it was exciting stuff to my unsophisticated
generation of graduate students.
Webb never bothered too much with exceptions and could get away
with sweeping statements that few would dare attempt. The following were
chosen at random from my ancient notes, and they do not necessarily
represent good examples of what I mean:
"Women live longer than men because they nag their husbands to
an early grave."
"If science can not rescue us, we are doomed for a second fall of
the Roman Empire."

"I never heard an unpleasant sound in nature."
"All literature is a branch of history:'

"The population of the United States will level off to around
150,000,000 by the year 2000, or about the maximum that this country
can possibly support.'·
"Major John Wesley Powell's recommendations never got anywhere
in Congress. Consequently, Westerners were driven to lying, cheating, and
stealing. "
"America is too independent for the corporations to rule and fool
indefinitely .• ,
"The North owns everything in the South and West worth owning."
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"Women live longer than men because their husbands work so damn
hard buying them things that they can't afford."
No one to my knowledge had come up with a satisfactory criterion
for measuring excellent teaching, especially those who hand out faculty
awards at spring commencements. For one thing, the results are too long
in coming in. Webb violated every pedagogical rule in the book. He not
only would fail to receive a good teaching award today, it is doubtful if
the Department of History at the University of Texas would even give
his application for a position as assistant professor a second look. Most
great teachers, like great paintings or literary classics, must wait for the
ultimate judgment of time.
Ralph Waldo Emerson once described a great man as one who never
reminds us of others. By such a standard, Walter Prescott Webb not only
was a great man, he was the greatest teacher that thousands of Texas
students ever experienced.
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THE SHERMAN COURTHOUSE RIOT OF 1930
by Edwar.d Hake Phillips

Three times since its founding as the seat of Grayson County in 1846
Sherman, Texas, has attracted nationwide attention. On "Black Friday,"
May 15, 1896, one of the worst tornadoes in Texas history struck Sherman, killing at least sixty-six persons but sparing the courthouse. In April
1905, a human "cyclone" visited courthouse square. This was Teddy
Roosevelt, who drew the largest crowd in Sherman's history. In May 1930,
the square again experienced great excitement, but the drawing card was
only an obscure black man, George Hughes.
I

On Saturday, May 3, in a farm house five miles sOlltheast of Sherman, Hughes, forty-one years of age, a farm worker, allegedly assaulted
his white employer's wife. Tracked down by a deputy sheriff, Hughes apparently fired twice at the officer's car, then surrendered, and was hustled
to the county jail, an imposing structure, located two blocks west of the
courthouse. 2
The wheels of justice turned rapidly. A confession was obtained from
Hughes, he was indicted on Monday, and his trial was set for Friday, May
9, the earliest date possible under state law. It appeared to be "an open
and shut" case which should have little effect on history. Sherman was
a college town, known as "the Athens of Texas, " and the county, perched
at the extreme edge of the cotton kingdom, was scarcely "Redneck" country_ True, in 1901 a West Grayson posse had lynched a black man accured of murder, but in those days lynching was rampant throughout the
South. 1 By 1930 lynchings were rare even in the Black Belt. The previous
year, 1929, had seen the fewest lynchings since Reconstruction, and, though
the ten lynchings were ten too many, they represented a great decline from
the eighty-three in 1919. Ominously, however, in the two weeks preceding
Hughes' assault, three separate lynchings had occurred in the South. 4
Other violence filled the papers as the week began. Heavy rains and
tornadoes pounded Texas shattering the town of Frost. ~ Grayson people
were edgy, and on Sunday the sheriff, Arthur Vaughan, said he was "using
every precaution against [the] possibility of mob violence. "6
l

Tuesday night, came the first hint of serious trouble. A gang, described as "a small group of boys in their late teens ... with a bare sprinkling
of men," appeared before the jail to demand the prisoner. J When the
county attorney sought to assure the youths that the Negro was not in
the jail, they drenched the attorney with water from a hose. Some stones
were thrown at the windows, and a telephone pole was brought up to force
an entrance. The sheriff offered to let five representatives of the mob see
for themselves that Hughes was not there, and a deputy escorted them
through the building. This took much of the steam out of the mob, and
Edward Hake Phillips
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in Sherman, Texas.
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the sheriff's wife soon put an end to the foolishness, phoning her husband that she heard the mob was trampling her flowers around the jail.
"I feel like kicking some of those little rascals," she said. "They are ruining
all my flowers."8 And that was that.
Wednesday afternoon a smaller crowd appeared at the jail, again
demanding Hughes, and again a delegation was given a tour of the
"Bastille. n The authorities were worried and requested Governor Dan
Moody to send four Texas Rangers to guard against mob violence at the
trial. Early Thursday morning four Rangers arrived, led by Captain Frank
Hamer, from Headquarters Company in Austin. Their presence seemed
to have a quieting effect, and that morning Hughes was arraigned in court
without incident. Elsewhere, however, agitators were fanning out into the
county urging farmers to be at the courthouse the next day. 9
Friday, the crowds gathered early, filling the stairs and hallways of
the fifty-four-year old courthouse, while hundreds stood outside. The
prisoner had arrived earlier and at 9:30 Judge R.M. Carter opened the
trial; by 11 :45 a jury was impaneled. Then an incident occurred that seemed
to trigger the tragic riot. The victim of the assault arrived by ambulance
and was carried on a stretcher through the crowd to the courtroom, where,
according to one report, upon seeing Hughes, she let out a shriek. 10 The
people made a rush for the courtroom, gaining partial entrance. One fellow
got dangerously close to Hughes before the Rangers, drawing their guns,
forced the crowd back into the hallway. A semblance of order was restored,
and the trial proceeded, with Hughes pleading guilty. The first witness
had begun his testimony when a new surge by the crowd caused Judge
Carter to suspend the trial. Tear gas was used to dislodge the mob, but
its acrid fumes forced clerks in the county offices to the windows for fresh
air, and the poor victim of Hughes' alleged assault now became a victim
of tear gas. The fire department was summoned to evacuate jurors,
witnesses, and clerks by ladders from the second floor. For his protection
Hughes was taken into the district clerk's office, which was a huge twostory vault of steel and concrete. II
About one o'clock the Rangers stood off another rush from the mob,
but a report spread that the governor had sent Captain Hamer a message
to save the prisoner if possible but not to shoot anybody. The report was
later proved false, but the crowd believed it and acted accordingly. 12
Belatedly Judge Carter agreed to a change of venue and sent an urgent
request to the governor for state troops. At 2:20 p.m. troops at Dallas
received orders to proceed to Sherman, where now a young woman with
black eyes and clenched fist egged on the crowd. " 'Break the windows,
fellows,' " she shouted, " and she promptly hurled a rock through a courthouse window. Scores of men and boys followed her example." A
reporter asked this hellion, "Do you think they'll ever get him?' 'Get
him?'" she repeated scornfully " 'H~ yes, we'll get him.' "13
Two youths were then seen moving to the southeast corner with a
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gasoline can. In a moment a roar was heard from the tax-collector's office, and the building was ablaze. The fire department attempted to get
its men and hoses into action, but the "hoses were cut almost as fast as
they were laid. One big man with a huge knife went around methodically
cutting each hose.1 4 One old boy "shook in his tracks with excitement
and screamed: 'Let 'eT wilt like a cucumber in the sun! Let 'er burn till
the last hobnail in the nigger's boots is melted.' HI~ In fifteen minutes
the flames shot through the roof, and the building's fate was sealed.
The Rangers were the last to leave the building - except for Hughes,
who remained in the vault, some said from choice, others because the vault
could not be opened. Firefighting was not one of the Rangers' assignments,
so after hanging around a few minutes, they headed for Dallas, stopping
at Howe and McKinney to phone for instructions. 16 Meanwhile, Dallas
guardsmen were heading in the opposite direction, and Governor Moody
tried frantically to get more Rangers to the scene. Unable to contact Tom
Hickman, captain of B Company, he managed to phone Sergeant Manuel
"Lone Wolf" Gonzaullas in Dallas. " 'Get up to Sherman just as fast
as you can ... and get in touch with Randolph Bryant, the U.S. District
Attorney . . . I understand they are going to storm the county jail and
burn all the niggers in there. I don't want any of those prisoners molested
or mistreated or hurt. I don't care what it costs you, you understand?' "17
Gonzaullas understood. He wasted no time in getting to Sherman.
After phoning Bryant, he hid his white hat and mingled with the crowd
to see what he was up against. He found bedlam. At the jail Bryant pulled
no punches. He said he expected Gonzaullas to hold that jail, which contained Federal prisoners, and the one-man Ranger force went into action.
Putting on his white hat, strapping on two pistols. leaning a Thompson
sub-machine gun beside him, and cradling an automatic sawed-off shotgun, the "Lone Ranger" took a position at the front entrance of the jail,
ready for all comers. And they soon came, taunting him, hurling everything
imaginable at him, even dynamite, but they kept a good distance from
the formidable Ranger, especially after he reinforced his warnings with
buckshoL 18
Meanwhile the National Guard had begun to arrive. A few guardsmen from Denison were the first to reach the frightening scene. As they
marched to the square, young boys followed them, kicking and tripping
them and making their march miserable. 19 At 6:20 a sizable force of guardsmen under Colonel Laurence McGee arrived by Interurban from Dallas.
After contacting local officials, McGee marched his troops to the square.
Fearing the troops had come to rescue the prisoner, the mob became infuriated and assaulted the guardsmen. They tossed bricks, stones, twoby-fours, and especially pop bottles, which a young lady at a refreshment
stand eagerly supplied. Several guardsmen were injured. at least one lost
his rifle, and Captain Albert Sidney Johnson, going to a soldier's aid,
was struck in the face by a missile and was hurt badly. McGee ordered
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the troops to fall back to the jail, and their retreat was a tortuous one,
missiles arching at their heads and the mob howling at their heels. 20
The figure of "Lone Wolf" Gonzaullas guarding the jail was welcome
to the guardsmen, who now took a stand. Attention shifted back to the
courthouse, where the mob tried to break into the vault to find Hughes.
Tools and dynamite proved ineffective, but someone produced an acetylene
torch and soon the outer shell and concrete lining were breached. Next
a charge of dynamite was exploded against a plate of the inner shell, and
with a roar the plate was driven into the vault. When the smoke subsided,
a man crawled into the hole and shouted, HHere he is." Hughes' body,
showing no signs of life, was lifted out of the vault and was dropped down
the ladder, striking the ground with a thud, as the crowd shrieked in glee
or horror. The young black-eyed woman showed particular satisfaction. 21
The body was dragged through the crowd and hitched by a chain to
a car which soon began a gruesome journey to the main black residential
section. By a hotel used by blacks near the Union Station the body was
hung to a tree, and kindling was prepared beneath it for the climactic ritual
of lynching. Soon the body was roasting over the huge bonfire, while the
crowd turned its attention to looting and burning an entire block of stores
and dwellings. 22 To sensitive observers, it was a startling scene. "Sidewalks
were covered with broken glass which, sparkling in the glare from torches,
the flaming building, and the moon, cast grotesque shadows on the dangling figure of the Negro," wrote one, H and another also noted the
"brilliant Texas Moon," which "added its rays to one of the most
gruesome sights in the history of the state." 24
Once again the weary and nearly hoseless firemen responded and attempted to control the flames. One white man saved a whole block of
the black's houses from the mob by falsely asserting that they all belonged
to him. 2S The mob's enthusiasm cooled somewhat when they found some
of the blacks ready to defend their property. A respected black doctor
sat on his porch, shotgun in hand, ready to shoot the first looter or arsonist who violated his property.26 Around 2 a.m., reinforcements having
arrived, the guardsmen ventured from the jail and set about dispersing
the mob in the Negro sector. Small knots of rowdies continued to cause
trouble, but the worst was over. By dawn the city was in a state of exhaustion. 27
Many blacks had fled the city and hid in brush thickets. Some hid
in sewers, and a number were given refuge by sympathetic whites, especial-

ly employers. 28 In the morning Rangers and militiamen rounded up many
exiles, escorted them back to their homes, and assured them their lives
and property would be protected. 19 As far as the blacks' business property was concerned, the promise came too late. Their hotel, drug store, movie
house, restaurant, barber shop, and two undertaking parlors lay in ruins,
a total loss, for insurance policies had fine print exempting damage by
riots. It marked the end of black business in Sherman. 30
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Hughes' body, contorted by the heat and flames, still hung from the
tree, as many Graysonites had their picture snapped beside it, until a guardsman cut the body down. 31 Since the undertaking establishments for blacks
had been destroyed, a white undertaker had to be persuaded to bury the
body. Without fanfare the body was taken to the county farm. There it
was laid in an unmarked grave, where it rests today. 32

It was a long while before Sherman returned to normal. First it was
inundated by swarms of sightseers. Then rumors of new outbreaks caused
Sherman's leaders to ask the governor for martial law. which was proclaimed at 10:30 p.m.• May 10. 33 For the next two weeks "the Athens
of Texas" seemed more like Sparta. Machine guns were mounted on the
square and around the jail, while patrols guarded the black districts. The
guardsmen had difficulty handling their weapons. One accidentally shot
himself on the courthouse lawn, and two were shot while in their Quarters
in the Grayson Hotel when a pistol accidentally discharged. 34
Sherman's blacks, frightened, dismayed, and angry, tried to pick up
the pieces of their lives. Some whites expressed sympathy and offered
help, but some posted notices warning all blacks to leave Sherman or have
their homes destroyed. Several employers received warnings to fire their
black employees. H
Each day the Rangers brought more suspected rioters to the jail which
became nearly filled. 36 Governor Moody condemned the rioters, accusing them of murder, arson, and treason, and he assured the nation that
those guilty would be subjected to the full penalty of the law. He deplored
the unfavorable publicity the riot brought Texas. A journalist phoned him
from England and asked, "Well, well, is this a common occurrence in
Texas?"!7
On May 20, fourteen suspected leaders of the mob were indicted. 38
The wheels of justice which had turned so swiftly for Hughes now slowed
to a crawl. First, a change of venue was made to Dallas, where the trials
were delayed until November. Then the judge ruled that no jury willing
to convict could be found nearer than Austin, so the cases were moved
there. 39 Not until June 1931, was the first man tried, but that trial made
history, for the defendant was found guilty of arson and given two years
imprisonment. The judgment was proclaimed as "the first conviction in
Texas in a case growing out of mob violence against a Negro attacker of
a white woman."40 Having made this gesture, the authorities apparently
lost interest. The other cases were postponed and then moved back north
to neighboring Cooke county. In October charges against all but three
of the men were dismissed, and, though the county attorney promised action on the others, nothing more was done:1I
On May 24, 1930, martial law ended in Sherman. The effects of the
riot did not pass away so quickly.42 Sherman's riot contributed to a mania
for lynching that spread eastward to Honey Grove on May 16 and then
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northward to Chickasha, Oklahoma~ on May 31. Fourteen more lynchings
occurred before the year ended. H Not for years would Sherman's blacks
recover. and though much interracial progress has been made in recent
years, scars remain from that "terrifying day and terrifying night" in May
1930, when "King Mob" ran "amuck. "44Not all was loss. If the Rangers had lost a prisoner, they never lost
another. Manuel Gonzaullas said. "You learn every time you get kicked.' '45
Two months later, at Shamrock in a similar case, he and his Rangers
demonstrated well what they had learned in Sherman, and, though their
prisoner would die. it would be in Huntsville's electric chair, not in a
charred courthouse. 46 Sherman also learned a lesson. A lynching was a
terrible price to pay for gaining national attention. This city never paid
that price again.
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A JOHNNY REB IN SIBLEY'S NEW MEXICO CAMPAIGN:
REMINISCENCES OF PVT. HENRY C. WRIGHT, 1861-1862
I

edited by Michael L. Tate
Private Henry Clay Wright was only twenty-one years old when he
enlisted in Company F, Fourth Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers. Like
thousands of young Johnny Rebs who joined other units of the Confederate Army, Wright probably lacked a precise political understanding
of the impending war, but he evidenced a strong admiration for the South's
4'noble crusade" and a youthful enthusiasm to make his military life an
adventurous one. Lifted by the emotionalism of Polk County, whose
citizens voted 604 to twenty-th;ee for secession, he answered Captain James
Crosson's call for volunteers. As with other East Texas citizens, the people of Polk County rallied and allegedly furnished more soldiers than were
contained on the county's list of eligible voters. The various units
represented a democratic cross section of the South as farm boys, local
merchants, and even a company of Alabama-Coushatta Indians joined
together to repulse the Northern armies in widely dispersed theaters of
conflict. I Most of these Texas forces were sent east to fight in such battles as Shiloh, Sharpsburg (Antietam). Gettysburg, and Vicksburg - but
for Wright and his compatriots the destination was at the other end of
the map, in the arid lands of New Mexico Territory.
Confederate ambitions in the Southwest rested upon the dreams of
General Henry Hopkins Sibley, who had served as commander of dragoons
in New Mexico prior to the war. Sibley reasoned that the undermanned
Union garrisons would offer little resistance and the entire campaign could
be conducted with minimal expense to the Richmond government. Yet
the rewards of such an operation would be of epic proportions and would
provide major advantages in either a brief or protracted war. The gold
and silver of California, the Comstock Lode, and the Denver-Pike's Peak
area alone could fund the Confederate war effort, while simultaneously
removing the riches from President Abraham Lincoln's war chest. California would offer safe ports for war materials transhipped from Europe and
Latin America, thus allowing the South to reduce the impact of a Northern naval' blockade along its coastline.
Sibley also concluded that large numbers of Southern sympathizers
who lived throughout this region would rally to the "Stars and BarsH once
a Confederate army arrived to liberate them. In addition to vast new lands
being opened to slavery expansion, support from Mormons and even Indians could be solicited for attacks against Union strongholds in the Pacific
Northwest and as far east as Kansas and Missouri. Furthermore,
Michael L. Tatc teaches at the University of Nebraska, Omaha. Installments II and III will
appear in subsequent issues.

EAST TEXAS mSTORICAL ASSOCIATION

21

Mexican regional leaders such as Santiago Vidaurri, governor of Nuevo
Leon and Coahuila, already had made overtures for an alliance with the
Confederacy. By diplomacy - or conquest if necessary - the entire tier
of northern Mexican states from Nuevo Leon to Baja California virtually
could be annexed, thus insuring a further source of supplies and troops. 2
Although Sibley naively overstated the inevitability of Mexican, Mormon, and Indian support, he was correct in identifying the psychological
boost which this victory would give to the South and the diplomatic
benefits that might emanate from the European policymakers in London
and Paris. Even if the latter goal failed to be accomplished, the far-flung
military depots offered valuable supplies. Estimates placed 6,000 to 8,000
rifles, twenty-five to thirty cannons, and huge stockpiles of ammunition
awaiting the Texans' advance - materials badly needed by Confederate
commanders fighting in the eastern theatres of the Civil War. 3 In short,
the stakes seemed great and the risks few.
Unfortunately a long delay for training the troops and receiving final
authorization for the venture left Sibley facing a winter campaign. This
factor, coupled with his inability to capture or purchase adequate food
stocks, created a precarious situation that Union forces could exploit.
Ironically Confederate victories made the army even more vulnerable as
it moved further northward along the Rio Grande and further away from
its base of supply.
Henry C. Wright's reminiscences of these events, recorded almost
fifty years after their occurrence, offer no startling information to reopen
an historiographical debate. Yet Wright's perceptive comments on some
of the "human dimensions" of the campaign exceed the value of other
diaries and memoirs which matter-of-factly reported the daily movements
of Sibley's brigade. Most important are his candid remarks about the Texans' mistreatment of New Mexico's Hispanic population. He seemed genuinely sympathetic toward the latter's plight and clearly summarized the
tragedy of Sibley's army which was trying to live off the land while
simultaneously alienating the population. Yet two previous invasions of
New Mexico in the early 1840s by the Republic of Texas had followed
the same abusive pattern and there was little reason to expect anything
different in 1862.
Wright's discussion of the kindness and aid bestowed upon him by
the Union soldiers also parallels accounts found in other theatres of the

Civil War. This was especially true in the early stages of the conflict when
the ideals of personal honor, humaneness, and the common brotherhood
of soldiers still prevailed. His "captivity" in Santa Fe contrasts sharply
with the horror of Andersonville Prison and similar detention camps that
shocked the post-war public. Despite these noble gestures from his enemies
and the thrill of preparation for battle, Wright echoes the almost universal sentiment among battle-hardened veterans that war is still a dreadful
enterprise and that human lives are its ultimate cost. In looking back at
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the failed New Mexico campaign and toward the march of his regiment
into Louisiana for further combat, he captured the changed mood of every
man when he remarked that "this time we had no foolish notions that
the war was only a frolic and would soon be ended. We now comprehended
its seriousness and knew that many of us would never return again to our
homes."
The reminiscences which follow are related just as Wright recorded
them in the early twentieth century. The relatively small number of spelling
errors have been retained, and explanatory footnotes have been utilized
to correct the few historical mistakes and provide additional information
to the reader. Persons who wish to consult the original manuscript,
especially for its brief coverage of the Louisiana campaign which has been
omitted here, will find a typescript in the Barker Texas History Center
at the University of Texas at Austin.

* * • * • ..
I was born in New York City on the 9th day of June, 1840. Raised
on Long Island in the village of Astoria, about five miles from the city.
My parents were both English and knew or cared but little for the politics
or sectional prejudices of the country, and when, in 1855, we immigrated
to Texas, it took but a very little while for my mind to grasp and appreciate
the southern ideas of the States' rights and the white man's supremacy.
So when, in '61, the State voted for secession, I was among the first
to volunteer for service. In May I enlisted in Capt. J .M. Crosson 4 company of cavalry for the war. Little did I, or in fact any of the company
imagine that it would be of more than a few months duration. Little did
we anticipate that four long years of war and bloodshed were before us,
and but a very few of that gallant company would survive to the end. We
were expected to furnish our own mounts and equipment, but those of
us who could not do so were fully supplied by public and private
subscriptions.
My family was then living in the little town of Moscow. J Polk County, in East Texas. This county. though thinly populated, furnished over
a thousand soldiers for the Confederacy - I think 7 companies in all.
Some went to Virginia and some to other places, but all fought bravely
and over half never returned.
As near as I remember, our company did not leave home until late
in the summer. We then met in Livingston 6 and, bidding farewell to home
and friends, commenced our march to San Antonio. It was supposed at
first that we would be sent to Virginia to reinforce Hood's brigade 7 but
the powers that be changed their minds and started us in another direction. We crossed the Trinity River at Swartout 8 and went on to Cold
Springs 9 in San Jacinto County. There the ladies entertained us with a
bountiful dinner that we long remembered. Leaving there we came to
Huntsville, 10 Walker County, where I had lived in a while some two years
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before the war. There I met an old friend - John T. Poe. II His fatherts
family lived in Polk County and he had two uncles and several cousins
in our company, besides many friends of whom I perhaps was the closest.
He had enlisted in a company there but he at once withdrew and joined
in with us, to my great delight. Leaving Huntsville, we made our way by
slow marches to the town of Washington on the Brazos River. 12 There
again we were met and welcomed by the patriotic ladies of the place remained over Sunday, and the dinner they spread for us that day makes
my mouth water even yet. That little town has vanished from existence
- no trace of it remains, and its inhabitants have long passed away. But
never can I forget the smiles that gave us welcome, the music and feasting
that entertained us, or the tearful faces that bade us farewell. Many things
have I forgotten, but those never. We reached San Antonio and camped
on a creek a few miles east of the city. 13 Here we remained several months
and after being sworn into the service, we drilled every day, and by the
way, here I will state that I never was sworn in. A young friend, John
Clark l4 by name, had some cousins named (I think) McGee, who lived
some ten miles from camp. Getting permission to visit them, he asked
me to accompany him, I of course being glad to do so. We had a very
pleasant time and stayed several days. On leaving Mrs. McGee said to
me that of course John would come to see them on his return, and that
I must be sure to do the same, should I survive the campaign, and that
I would be always welcome. We returned to camp and found the men had
all been sworn in, and in the absence, our names were included. Many
interesting incidents might be related of things that occurred during our
sojourn in this camp, but time fails me to tell it all.
After a number of false reports that had been circulated, as to our
destination, we finally found that we had orders to march across the plains
to New Mexico, and attempt to take that part of the country from Uncle
Sam. We left San Antonio and started on our way in high spirits. Very
few of us knew anything of the hardships we would encounter. Only one
battalion, consisting of two companies, could go at a time on account
of the scarcity of water and food. Two wagons were allotted to each company to carry the men's luggage. tents, etc. One other was allowed to the
officers. Several others were loaded with provisions, but what became of
them 1 never learned, for before we had gone three-fourths of the way,
our provisions were exhausted and we had only beef to eat, and a very
poor quality of that. Our daily travel was limited to the miles the beeves
could be driven. and the distance the water holes were apart. Sometimes
we would not travel over 10 miles and then again we would have to go
thirty. For some distance the grass and water was good and plentiful, but
when we reached the plains beyond Fort Clark 's it was very different. Only
a few miles from where now is the thriving city of Del Rio 16 we camped
by the beautiful spring that now is utilized to irrigate all that fine country
that lies between the spring and the Rio Grande River. It was a great surprise to us to see a body of water at least thirty feet in diameter rise out
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of the ground and run off in a stream 3 feet deep. In fact it is an underground river bursting out of the ground with great force - clear and cold
and foaming~ one of the most beautiful sights I have ever seen. There were
many large fish in the springs, but I do not remember seeing any of them
caught. From there we dragged OUf slow way onward, handicapped by
the weakness of the cattle that we depended on for food, and the want
of grass for our horses and mules. It was well that we did not try to cross
with great numbers, for at most of the watering places we would, in one
night, exhaust the supply. As I said, we were poorly supplied with provisions and soon we were reduced to eating beef alone~ as we had no bread.
But men are tough and we pulled through, most of us laughing at our
conditions and telling what we would do when we again reached the land
of plenty. 17 Just before Christmas we reached the town of Franklin, standing where El Paso lS now is. EI Paso at that time was a town across the
river in Mexican territory. I am told the bed of the river has since changed,
placing the town on the east of it, and this was at one time the cause of
a dispute between Mexico and the U.S., but it was settled amicably. Today EI Paso is one of, if not the largest, city in Texas. At this time~
however, it was a small and significant place, populated by Mexicans. We
camped a mile or so below it and awaited the coming of the rest of the
command, which came through in small bodies as we did.
When the first dispatch reached us, the men who were very tired turned their horses loose close by our herd, which our boys were carefully
guarding for fear of Indians. We had done this all the way over, and
though we heard the Indians often, yet we lost no stock. But our boys
did not care to guard other stock than their own and so would not admit
these other horses into the herd~ and so they wandered off by themselves.
About midnight a great stampede was heard, mingled with loud cries and
firing of guns, and in the morning it was found that about 150 horses
had been run off by the Indians. There was mounting in hot haste and
a swift pursuit was made, but although they followed after them for three
days and nights, until men and horses were exhausted, not a one did they
recover. Therefore, 150 men were turned at once from cavalry to infantry. 19
On Christmas day we received lettcrs l and parcels from home. and
oh! how welcome they were. We, of course, wrote back long letters to
the dear ones behind, for this was probably the last change we would have
to do so for many days. After the brigades had all assembled, we started
on up the river. This valley of the Rio Grande is a beautiful and fertile
part of the country. Much of it was irrigated and planted in wheat~ there
were also many acres of grass. Of course there was no fruit at that time,
but the many thousands of vines told us what to expect at the proper time.
The Mexicans were very polite and accomodating to us at this time. while
we were in force, but they changed wonderfully before we left the country. It is true that our men were not as considerate of the rights of these
people as they should have been. We camped at, or near, Mesilla/o some
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thirty miles above EI Paso, for some time. The wheat fields in the river
valley were green and lovely, and were a great temptation to men with
hungry horses, so in [defiance] of orders, hundreds of horses were grazed
on these fields. The excuse generally was "My horse got loose and I could
not find him" . A reprimand followed, and perhaps a day or two on extra
duty as a punishment, but that did not cover the damage to the poor
mexican. 21
It is true that the river overflowed and destroyed the crops entirely
in the spring before we left the country, but the sense of wrong remained,
and many a poor fellow fell a victim to revengeful feelings. In many other
ways also, the men antagonized the citizens. When the weather turned
cold, it was much more comfortable to sleep in a warm adobe house than
in a tent (by the way, very few of us had tents). The owners rather objected to being crowded into one room, or being driven out altogether.
This with the appropriation of their donkeys and very often their wives
and daughters (always however with the womens' consent) worked up a
feeling of hostility that made it a sade state of affairs for many of us when,
as fugitives, we were leaving the country a few months later. It is said
to think that the actions of a few bad or thoughtless men can react to
the detriment of the many. At last all arrangements were made and we
started on up the river.

After leaving Mesilla, there were no settlements worthy of notice. The
country was practically given over to the Indians for many miles, and
careful watching was at all times necessary to protect OUf stock. By this
time our beef cattle were so poor they could barely stagger along, and
we could hardly eat the meat. But it was that or nothing, and that beat
nothing a long ways.
After crossing the river (now quite low) at San Fillipo crossing, we
marched on to Fort Thorn. l2 It had been for some time deserted. We found
the gates closed but the fort empty. In the plaza were lying the carcasses
of several fine fat beeves. They had been skinned and cut up into quarters,
but so fine was the climate and pure the air, that they were perfectly cured
and would have made as fine chip beef as I have ever seen. But we were
afraid to eat them, for it was rumored that the federals had poisoned and
left them there as a trap for us. However, 1 do not believe that was true,
but we took no chances and left the meat untouched. Really the air in
that country was wonderful. We could draw a Quarter of beef for our mess,
cut off what we needed, and hang the rest up in a tree, letting it down
from day to day to cut off a portion and it would be sweet and good until
it was all gone. We found, also, that wounds and bruises healed there very
rapidly, which was a great blessing to us.
The weather was very cold and some of the men were unsufficiently
provided with clothes and blankets and suffered very much. As for myself,
J . T. Poe and I chummed together and each of us had two heavy blankets
so, though we had no tent, we were warm at night. I remember one time
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I waked up in the morning feeling too warm, but pushing the cover off
my face, found 3 or 4 inches of snow had failed in the night, and this
accounted for the heavy warm covering.
I have forgotten distances, and have no accurate map to locate the
places, but somewhere about a hundred miles farther up, we came to Fort
Craig, H and here we first encountered the federals. Fort Craig was almost
on the river banks, while the mountains approached it so closely that it
commands all the roads in the valley. As we drove near, the enemy came
out in strong force to attack us. This was exactly what we desired, but
after making quite a display and firing a few rounds of cannon balls, they
retired back behind their walls and waited for our next movement. Holding
a council of war, our officers quickly decided that the fort was guarded
by a force at least three times our number. and was too strong for us to
attack. So they concluded that if we could pass it and cut off their supplies from beyond, they must either evacuate or surrender. Where they
expected our supplies to come from, I never learned. as the road was
blocked on this side the river, it was necessary to find another, so there
we camped just out of reach of the guns at the fort for two or three days,
sending out scouts to find a way to get past. Here an incident occurred
worthy of note. A young man who had been riding all day in one of these
scouting parties, approached Mr. Poe who he knew was a watchmaker
and jeweler by trade and said "Poe I found something today, can you
tell me what it is?" Here he produced a lump of ore about the size of
a large marble, which Mr. Poe examined and found to be a nugget of
pure gold. He said he found it in a gully on the days march, but utterly
refused to disclose anything else about it, only saying that there was plenty more where he found this_ He declared that as soon as the war was
over, he would come back and investigate. We never heard from him again,
and I expect he was either killed or died, for no developments to my
knowledge have ever been made in that part of the country_ John and
I in after years often thought of trying to find the place, but it would have
been like looking for a needle in a haystack, and neither of us had the
time or means for such a search.
Finally it was concluded to cross the river and pull through the sand
hills that lay between the river and the mountains on that side. It was a
terrible task and the teams soon became exhausted, and by the time we
were opposite the fort, though miles away, we were obliged to stop and
camp for the night. About midnight the mules, frantic for want of water,
broke for the river and in spite of all the guards could do, about 150 of
them got away and were captured by the Yanks. 24 The next morning we
were in a sorry plight, about half our wagons had to be left. so we burned
them with all the stores that could not be put in the others. We aimed
to stroke the river at a point about seven miles above the fort. At last
we came in sight of it, only to find it was in possession of an overwhelming
force of the enemy_ We found out afterwards that they numbered nearly
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seven thousand. There were two companies of Pikes Peak men, as brave
soldiers as we ever met t 1200 U.S. regulars, and about 5000 Mexicans who
had enlisted in t he army. 2 S To meet these, we did not have over 1200 effective men, but they were desperate. Furious with rage at the losses we
had met with, and with horses and men both almost dying of thirst t we
asked nothing but a chance to meet the fore. Our General Sibley 26 had
before this proved himself imcompetent, and now he shirked his duty and
gave the command to the Colonels - Riley 27 and Green. 28 It was here
that Col. Tom Green, who afterwards became so famous, distinguished
himself and began his career.
We left our horses back with the camp. a mile away. Poor brutes,
everything had to be securely fastened to keep them from stampeeding
to the river. I do not remember what artillery we had, but I know it was
very little and not at all effective. The federals. on the contrary, had a
fine battery of four twelve-pounders, but they made one grave mistake
that cost them dearly. Instead of keeping their guns on the other side of
the river, they were so confident of victory that they crossed everything
over to our side. 29 We marched down and, in spite of their shot and shell,
took position in a dry ditch about one-half mile from the river bank.
Repeatedly they charged on us, but only to be driven back with great loss.
At last Col. Green gave the signal command. UCharge, the whole line,
Charge!" This was what we had been longing for. With shouts and yells
we dashed forward. An account which I afterwards saw in a Yankee paper
said that we were ten thousand strong t and that though their cannon loaded
with grape swept us down by the hundred, yet new men took the places
of the fallen, and still came on. The truth was that there were not many
over a thousand men in that charge, and they, though new to battle, were
old in strategy. Watching the flash from the guns, each man threw himself
on the ground and as the discharge passed over, rose and pushed forward
again. No wonder they thought we fell in hundreds. At the same time we
were firing with deadly accuracy, and the enemy fell in great numbers.
Some of our best shots aimed only at the men supporting the cannon and
it was here that the brave Pikes Peak men met their fate. Hardly a man
of those two brave companies but fell before the battle was over. The
regular troops also fought bravely, but volleys of musketry do not count
much when opposed to men accustomed to taking dead aim at individual
marks. The mexican troops were soon panic stricken and fled. They abnost
choked up the ford of the river and we were not able to follow them. 30
Had we been in condition to do so, we could easily have captured the whole
army and have taken the fort. We were told afterwards that the road was
strewn with arms and baggage by the fleeing troops, and that for two days
after the battle, the fort would have surrendered had we demanded it,
but we had our hands full, over three hundred dead and wounded, and
a large part of our outfit destroyed. True, we had won a great victory
and now had no obstruction to our onward march. 31 Also, we now had
in our possession the famous Val Verde Battery that was destined to prove
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a formidable weapon against its former owners for the rest of the war.
A number of my company was killed or wounded during the battle,
Mr. Poe's uncle Dave McCormick, our First Lieutenant, 32 was killed and
one of his cousins wounded, but John and myself escaped unhurt. Before
the battle I felt very uneasy, and after it was over, shivered with dread
as I thought of the many narrow escapes I had. But during the fighting
I was as carefree as though I was in a frolic and, filled with excitement,
thought of nothing but to shoot straight and get to the river. When we
captured the guns and turned them upon the fleeing men, it was all to
me like a game, and not until all was over did I realize what a terrible
thing a battle was. We camped near the battle ground for a week or so
and then started on our way, but a great change was first made. So many
of our horses had died or been lost and the rest, from want of sufficient
food, were in such bad condition that it was determined to dismount one
regiment and turn the best of their horses over to the others. Our officers
glibly assured us that if we would consent to this measure that as soon
as we returned to Texas we would be remounted at the expense of the
government. and as our horses were likely to die anyhow, it would be a
wise thing for us to get rid of them now. All this sounded very nice, but
I noticed that Col. Green's men did not give up their horses, neither did
they die but recruited from the best of ours they road through the campaign and back to Texas, while we footed it all the way and had to remount ourselves again at home.
(Continued in Next Issue)
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mid-1850s was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1857 he moved to Texas
with his wife and three children, and during the following year bought part interest in The
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Rangers" at Wino Bridge, halfway between Moscow and Livingston. He served the regiment throughout the New Mexico campaign and the subsequent Louisiana battles at Mansfield
and Pleasant HiU for which he was promoted to major. His postwar opposition to Reconstruction policies cost him the job of district attorney, but Crosson resumed a successful legal
practice until his retirement in 1901. Martin H. Hall, The Confederate Army of New Mexico (Austin, 1978), pp. 93-94. Historical Polk County, pp. 27-28.
)Moscow was only nine years old when Wright's parents settled there in 1855. Originally
calJed Greenville, in honor of David Griggs Green who had built a house and blacksmith
shop nearby the small community grew up around farming and lumbering interests, as well
as serving as a trade center on a main road between the Sabine River and the Trinity River.
It was named either for the city in Russia or a small town in Green's native state of Tennessee. Walter Prescott Webb and H. Bailey Carroll, eds., The Handbook of Texas, (2 vols;
Austin, 1952), II, p. 241.
I

"Located midway between Houston and Nacogdoches, Livingston became an early commercial center and in 1846 was made county seat of Polk County. Named by early settler
Moses L. Choate for a town near his former home in Alabama, Livingston maintained
dominance over the other villages of the county and even survived a disastrous fire in 1902
to rebuild its entire business district. Handbook of Texas, II, p. 68.
'Originally known as the Texas Brigade, this organization mustered during 1861 under
Brigadier General Louis T. Wigfall, Colonel John Bell Hood, and Colonel James J. Archer. Wigfall's resignation in February 1862 resulted in Hood's promotion to brigadier general
and to overall commander, Playing a prominent role throughout the war as a component
of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia in James Longstreet's Second Corps, the
Brigade participated in battles from Second Manassas (Bull Run) to Appomattox. By war's
end only 557 men remained alive of the 4,480 who had served in the Texas Brigade. General
Hood had been relieved of command in January 1865 following his defeat at Nashville, Tennessee. Handbook of Texas, I, pp. 832-833. Mrs. A. V. Winkler, "Hood's Texas Brigade,"
in A Comprehensive History of Texas, 1685 to 1897, edited by Dudley G. Wooten, (Dallas,
1898), pp. 651-681.
'Swartwout had been settled by whites in 1835 on the earlier site of an AlabamaCoushatta Indian village. Among the early real estate promoters of the townsite was Sam
Houston. By the time of the Civil War it contained a warehouse, hotel, school, church and
several stores. A decline in boat traffic along the Trinity River caused Swartwout to decline
during the 1870s and 1880s. Only a stone marker now designates the site. Handbook of Texas,
II, p. 694.
tOriginally called Coonskin and later Fireman's Hill, this community changed its name
to Cold Spring in 1850 and combined the words into Coldspring in 1894. Handbook of Texas,
I, p. 371.
lOPounded in 1836 by Indian traders Pleasant and Ephraim Gray, who named it after
their former Alabama home, HuntsvilJe prospered throughout the pre-Civil War era. In addition to a lively commercial district, it accommodated numerous churches, a succession
of newspapers, the state penitentiary, and the forerunner of today's Austin College. Among
its most illustrious citizens was Governor Sam Houston, twice president of the Republic
of Texas, who sided with the Union during the secession crisis and was thus driven from
office. Handbook of Texas, I. p. 867.
1\ John T. Poe was twenty~five years old when he was made Fourth Corporal in Company F of the Fourth Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers. Hall, Confederate Army of
New Mexico, p. 95.

IlWashington-on-the-Brazos seemed destined for lasting importance when in 1836 the
General Council of the provisional government met there to draft the Declaration of Independence against Mexico. Six years later it became the capital of the Republic of Texas,
only to lose the prize to Austin in 1845. Steamer trade along the Brazos River brought enough
prosperity to the town that by the eve of the Civil War its population numbered approx-
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imately 4,000. By 1885 the population had declined to only 200 due to a failure to grant
a bonus to the Houston and Texas Central Railroad which bypassed the town as a result.
Handbook of Texas, II, pp. 865~866.
)'This training camp, six miles east of San Antonio on Salado Creek, was named Camp
Sibley in honor of the commanding officer of the upcoming campaign - Brigadier General
Henry Hopkins Sibley. Hall, Confederate Anny of New Mexico, p. 15.
14John W. Clark was twenty years old when he enrolled as a private in Company F
of the Fourth Regiment, Te"as Mounted Volunteers. Hall. Confederate Army of New Mexico, p. 95.
IIEstablished in June 1852 at the present town of Bracketville, this post remained a
temporary installation for five years until its importance as a protector of the San Antonio~
El Paso Road was recognized and permanent buildings were authorized. Abandoned to the
Confederacy on March 19, 1861, it remained virtually uninhabited during the Civil War
except as a temporary border patrolling station for rangers. Regarrisoned by the United States
Army in December 1866, it remained active until 1946. Robert W. Frazer. Forts of the West
(Norman, 1972), p. 146.
160riginally settled during the late Spanish colonial period and named San Felipe del
Rio, this small trading village offered a commercial connection between Texas and Coahuila,
Mexico. The huge San Felipe Springs. which Wright mentions with great enthusiasm, served the surrounding farms through a series of canals. By 1890 the population had risen to
approximately 2,000 people due to the town's increased importance on the Southern Pacific
Railroad. In 1885 it was placed within the newly organized Val Verde County, named for
the New Mexico baltle to which Wright and his friends were now marching. Ha.ndbook of
Texas, I, pp. 485-486, and II, p. 550.
"Somewhat surprisingly, Wright devotes little attention to the difficult desert crossing
between Del Rio and El Paso. Had the regiments attempted to cross this area of West Texas
as a unified command, they doubtless would have encountered even greater problems with
water, inadequate food, and slowness of wagon movement. For a daily account of this difficult march through Forts Lancaster, Stockton, David, and Quitman written by a lieutenant in Company G. Fourth Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers, see Oscar Haas, trans.,
"The Diary of Julius Giesecke, 1861-1862," Texas Military Hjstory, III (winter, 1963), pp.
230-232. A more detailed account by a twenty-one year old private in Company I, Fifth
Regiment, Texas Mounted Volwtteers, appears in Walter A. Faulkner, contrib., "With Sibley
in New Mexico; the Journal of William Henry Smith," West Texas Historjcal Association
Yearbook, XXVII (October, 1951), pp. 1I7~124.
II Although the Ciudad Juarez-EI Paso area had been settled by the Spaniards in the
seventeenth century, Anglos did not arrive until the Mexican War. Franklin Coons bought
part of a Mexican ranch in what is now downtown EI Paso and gave his name to the initial
village on the north side of the Rio Grande - Franklin. The establishment of Fort Bliss
and increase in overland travelers bound for the California gold fields helped the town grow
during the 1850s, but most of the population remained on the Mexican side of the river.
Wright's comment that the border dispute had been "settled amicably" at the time he was
writing these memoirs proved premature. The Chamizal dispute was not ended until 1963
when the congresses of Mexico and the United States signed a formal agreement returning
the small section of land to the former. C.L. Sonnichsen, Pass of the North: Four Centuries
on the Rio Grande (EI Paso, 1968), pp. 100-135. Leon Metz, Fort Bliss: An Illustra.ted History
(EI Paso, 1981), pp. 16-33.
19This attack was probably carried out by Apaches who frequently raided the £1 Paso
area during this period. Most likely participants were Mimbreno or Mogollon Apaches from
the Mogollon Mountains of southwestern New Mexico, or Mescalero Apaches from their
agency at Fort Stanton, New Mexico. C.L. Sonnichsen. The Mescalero Apaches (Norman,
1958), pp. 82-125.
lOAlthough Mesilla had a larger Hispanic than Anglo population, the latter group clearly
dominated the scene. A strong pro-Southern sentiment emanated from these Anglos who
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used their newspaper, the Mesilla Times, to promote secession and Confederate conquest
of New Mexico. So strong was this sentiment that John R. Baylor made the town his capital
of the Confederate Territory of Arizona. After the routing of the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad to nearby Las Cruces in 1881, Mesilla gradually declined. T.M. Pearce,
New Mexico Place Names: A Geographical Dictionary (Albuquerque, 1965), p. 100. Martin H. Hall, Sibley's New Mexico Campaign (Austin, 1960), pp. 13-14.
lIWright neglects to mention that five months prior to his arrival at Mesilla, Confederate
troops under Lt. Col. John R. Baylor had defeated Major Isaac Lynde, who offered only
minimal resistance with his 380 Union troops. Following the minor conflict, Lynde decided
to abandon nearby Fort Fillmore and attempt to lead his men 14() miles to the northeast
where Fort Stanton offered temporary safety. Pursued by the Confederates, he elected to
surrender the emire command near San Augustine Springs in late July 1861. For this action
he was court martialed a year later but subsequently reinstated to his former rank by President Andrew Johnson on the condition that he then retire. A.F.H. Armstrong, "The Case
of Major Isaac Lynde,' New Mexico Historical Review, XXXVI (January, 1961), pp. 1-35.
For a summary of these events written by one of Lynde's officers and severest critics, see
Major James Cooper McKee, Narrative of the Surrender of a Command of U.S. Forces
at Fort Fillmore, New Mexico. In July, A.D. 1861 (Houston, 1960).
I

HEstablished on Christmas Eve of 1853, Fort Thorn guarded the EI Paso-Santa Fe
road along the west bank of the Rio Grande, and protected California-bound travelers who
turned west from the fort toward southern Arizona. The various garrisons suffered from
ill health at the post because it was located on the edge of an extensive marsh. In March
1859 it was abandoned and most of the movable property was transported to Fort Fillmore.
Confederate troops briefly occupied it until forced to retreat in the summer of 1862. Fort
Thorn was never again permanently garrisoned because the newly constructed Fort Selden
made it obsolete. Its site is located at the present town of Hatch. Frazer, Forts of the West,
pp. 104-105.
llFort Craig, established in 1854 as a protection against Apache raiders on the "Rio
Grande Road," represented a formidable obstacle to the 2,600 advancing Confederates. Approximately 3.810 men were positioned there, of which 1,200 were U.S. Army regulars and
the rest militia. Wright fails to mention that during the inconclusive fight of February 21,
1862, Captain James "Paddy" Graydon lashed a dozen 24-pound howitzer shells to two
mules, cut the fuses, and led the mules toward the Confederate camp where the explosives
would be detonated. Unfortunately the mules followed Graydon back toward the Union
lines and caused considerable anxiety. Though no Union troops were hurt by the explosion,
they had lost the element of surprise, along with two mules of questionable loyalty. George
H. Pettis, "The Confederate Invasion of New Mexico and Arizona," Bartles and Leaders
of the Civil War, II, pp. 103-106.
HThe crossing of the Confederate army on February 19, 1862 to the east bank of the
icy Rio Grande went well. The stampede of the mules that night was caused by careless herding and the "running blind" panic of the thirst-maddened mules which had not received
adequate water since Mesilla. Not only did the Union forces capture most of these. but also
the Confederates were forced to abandon thirty wagons filled with supplies because they
had no draft animals to pull them. Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, p. 27.
"The two companies of Pike's Peak men were Colorado Volunteers led by Captain
Theodore H. Dodd. Wright's estimate of 5,000 militia is far too high and certainly did not
exceed 1,000 for the Battle of Valverde. These Mexican American troops were somewhat
made scapegoats for the failure of Union military efforts following the Valverde fight. Jerry
Don Thompson, "Mexican Americans in the Civil War: The Battle of Valverde," Texana,
X (1972), pp. 1-19. For appraisals by two Union officers who blamed the Hispanic-dominated
New Mexico militia for failure at Valverde, see Anderson, "Canby's Services in the New
Mexican Campaign," and A.W. Evans, "Canby at Valverde," both in Battles and Leaders
of the Civil War, II, pp. 697-700.
16Born at Natchitoches, Louisiana in 1816, Henry Hopkins Sibley was raised by his
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celebrated grandfather, John Sibley, important American trader and diplomat in the early
history of the disputed Texas-Louisiana borderlands. Henry Hopkins Sibley was graduated
from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1838 and saw action in the Seminole
Wars, Mexican War, and Utah expeditions of 1857-1860. Having served at several New Mexico
posts prior lO the Civil War, he seemed a natural choice to lead the invasion, bUl his performance in the the campaign would be questioned for years to come. Between 1867 and 1874
Sibley served as a general of artillery in the Egyptian army, but ill health and poverty plagued
his final years. He died at Fredericksburg, Virginia, on August 23, 1886. Handbook of Texas,
II. p. 608; and Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, pp. 43-44.
27Born in Ohio and raised in Kentucky, James Reily settled in Nacogdoches at the end
of the Texas Revolution. Trained as a lawyer and married to a niece of Henry Clay, he moved
quickly into the powerful circles of Texas' leadership. During the era of the Texas Republic,
he directed the sale of a million dollars worlh of government bonds for President Mirabeau
B. Lamar and in 1841 and was appointed minister to the United States by President Sam
Houston. Reily commanded a Texas regiment during the Mexican War and in 1856 briefly
served as U.S. consul to Russia. In August 1861 he was commissioned as colonel of the
Fourth Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers, but his service in the New Mexico campaign
was interrupted when he was sent on a diplomatic mission to the Mexican states of Chihuahua
and Sonora. During his absence Lt. Col. William R. "Dirty Shirt" Scurry commanded the
regiment. Reily returned to his unit after the failure of the Mexican mission and was killed
on April 14, 1863, at the Battle of Franklin in Louisiana. Wright is not only incorrect in
his spelling of Reily's name, but also in connecting him with the Battle of Valverde. Handbook of Texas, 11, p. 459; and Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, pp. 51-54.
28Thomas "Tom" Green emerged as one of Texas' most famous heroes during the
mid-nineteenth century. Born in Virginia in 1814, Green came to Texas at the beginning
of the Revolution and participated in the Battle of San Jacinto where he helped man the
artillery. Trained as a lawyer and previously having been admitted to the Tennessee bar,
he followed the legal profession into Texas politics as a representative in the Fourth Congress of the Texas Republic and in 1941 as clerk of lhe Texas Supreme Court. While holding
these positions, Green joined in several major expeditions against Indians and served as a
captain of Texas volunteers in the Mexican War. Following the New Mexico campaign where
he gained considerable fame, Green was promoted to brigadier general and led Confederate
troops in the recapture of Galveston and at the Battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill in
Louisiana. He was killed on April 12, 1864 at the Battle of Blair's Landing in Louisiana.
Handbook of Texas, I, Pp. 727-728. Odie Faulk, General Tom Green, Fightin' Texan (Waco.
1963), pp. 36-64.
HThis crucial jockeying for position along the banks of the Rio Grande was won by
the daring of Union cavalry commander Colonel Benjamin S. Roberts, who secured the position with a small force prior to the arrival of Colonel Edward R.S. Canby's main complement of troops to which Wright refers. This deprived the Confederates of control of both
sides of the Rio Grande and allowed Canby's men lO move their artillery battery to the east
side of the river where it was subsequently captured by the Confederates, renamed the "Val
Verde Battery, " and utilized by them in the Louisiana campaign of 1863-1864. Alwyn Barr,
ed.• Charles Porler's Account of the Confederate Attempt to Seize Arizona and New Mexico (Austin, 1964), pp. 13-15.
JOWright is describing the Battle of Valverde (February 21, 1862) which marked the
Confederates' greatest victory in the New Mexico campaign. Official Union losses were listed
at sixty-eight killed, 160 wounded and thirty-five missing; Confederate casualties included
thirty-six killed, 150 wounded, and one missing - roughly eight percent of Sibley's force.
Wright fails to mention lhat Colonel Tom Green commanded the troops that day because
General Sibley was indisposed due to sickness, or drunkenness according to some detraclors. Eyewitness descriptions of the conflict are given in Thomas Benton Collins, "A Texan's Account of the Battle of Valverde," Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, XXXVII (1964),
pp. 33-35: Noel, A Campaign from Santa Fe to the Mississippi, pp. 28-31; Official Records
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of the War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. IX (Washington, D.C.), pp. 486-525; James Bell,
"The Battle of Val Verde," edited by M.L. Crimmins, New Mexico Historical Review, VII
(1932), pp. 348-352; William C. Whitford, Colorado Volunteers in the Civil War: The New
Mexico Campaign in 1862 (Denver, 19(6), pp. 58-71; and David B. Gracy, II, ed., "New
Mexico Campaign Letters of Frank Starr, 1861-1862," Texas Military History, IV (Fall,
1964), pp. 171-176.
llConfederate failure to take Fort Craig created a problem which soon played a critical
role in the overall campaign. The victorious rebels were running low on supplies which partially could have been alleviated if they had captured the commissary stores at the fort. Sibley
decided instead to try to live off of the land and move Quickly enough to capture the Union
quartermaster depots at Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Both goals were only partially met because
the predominantly Hispanic population proved uncooperative to the Texans, and the commissary stores were partly destroyed by the retreating Union army and by the drunken
celebrants among the victorious Confederates. Ray C. Colton, The Civil War in the Western
Territories: Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah (Norman, 1959), pp. 36-40.
l2First Lieutenant David R, McCormick died four days after the battle from wounds
suffered. He was forty-one years old and had been recruited in Polk County, Texas. Hall,
Confederate Army of New Mexico, p. 94.
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NEW LIGHT ON BATTLE OF MANSFIELD

by Max S. Lale
Discovery of a Civil War battle diary in one of East Texas' most
notable antebellum plantation homes has revealed hitherto unknown details
about the Battle of Mansfield. This was the climactic struggle in April
1864 which thwarted a federal thrust to capture Shreveport and to overrun Northeast Texas.
The diary is one kept by Captain Nathaniel Sykes Allen, 1 commander
of Company A, Fourteenth Texas Infantry, Walker's Texas Division. After
the war Allen became one of the South's most successful architects. Commanded by Colonel Edward Clark of Marshall, who succeeded to the
governor's chair in 1861 when Sam Houston refused to declare his
allegiance to the Confederacy, the Fourteenth was organized on February
28, 1862. With infrequent omissions, Allen kept his diary from September
2, 1863, when he left Marshall for the army, apparently following a leave
at home, until December 2, 1864. A final entry notes that UNo diary from
above [final] date to close of war - Was in command of the Regt at Hempstead, Tex. when the Dept. was surrendered - war promoted to Major
Oct 19th, 1864. Arrived home in Marshall June 10th 1865."
As a record of events between the opening and closing dates, the diary
is an unusually revealing picture of life in the field. Written in pencil in
straightforward soldier's prose, it details without undue sentimentality the
vicissitudes of marches, camp life, illnesses, weather, homesickness, the
loss of comrades, the frustrations of constantly changing campaign plans,
even an observation that "feet full of blisters ... Big [borrowed] Shoes
are worse than little ones."
Now deposited in an Allen collection at Louisiana State UniversityShreveport by a great-grandson, Douglass Blocker of Marshall, the diary
was discovered in June 1962 in an antique desk at Mimosa Hall,2 the
Webster-Blocker family seat in eastern Harrison County. It is contained
in a small (2~ x 3% inch) "Daily Miniature Diary for 1858," printed
by Kiggins & Kellogg of 123 and 125 William Street, New York City. The
reverse of the title page notes that the book contains "Almanac - Banking Table - Counting House Calendar - A blank space for memoranda
for every day of the Year. I t
An inscription shows that the book was owned originally by an H.F.
Spybey and was presented by a Dr. R. F. Scruggs of Sweetwater, Tennessee,
on January 27, 1858. in Philadelphia. The first seven pages of the book
contain notations in ink, perhaps in Dr. Scruggs' handwriting, of
treatments for a variety of ills, including sour stomach, itching of the skin,
whooping cough, hiccups. itch, gonorrhea, inflamatory rheumatism,
"commencement of typhoid fever," offensive feet, and corns.
On the contents page has been drawn a cartoon - no doubt by Allen,
Max S. Lale lives in Ft. Worth, Texas.
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an accomplished artist - of a hairy soldier seated on a rock or overturned
cooking vessel and feeding himself with both hands. In a balloon above
the figure is the comment: "Help yourself to biscuits. Genl." At the back
of the book occupying a full page, is a more artistic drawing, also in pencil,
of a military camp scene.
l

In a small pocket at the back of the book when discovered were two
newspaper clippings. One is an obituary of a Mrs. Catherine Brown of
Allegheny who had died at the home of a son with whom she lived. One
wonders from all of the above circumstances if the little leather-bound
book may be one which Captain Allen picked up on the battlefield or
perhaps was given to him by a captured federal soldier.
The second clipping also is an obituary. Obviously from the Marshall Texas Republican, it reports the death of Captain Allen's brother,
a member of Company E, Texas Infantry, Hood's Texas Brigade: "Died
June the 4th, 1864, in the Hospital at Gordonsville, Va. of a wound received in the Wilderness battle of May the 6th, Lt. E.A. Allen, aged 28
years and 7 months!' The newspaper story noted that E.A. Allen had
entered the Army on June 1, 1861, and had fought in all the hard battles
along the Potomac, before Richmond, at Sharpsburg, and in all the
engagements in Virginia in which Hood's Brigade bore so conspicuous
a part. The obituary commented that "Leonidas like, they [Hood's
Brigade] have been in the f1'ont and heat of battle, fighting overwhelming
numbers, and like that brave Grecians (sic) company, few remain to tell
the story."
I

Captain Allen was ill the day following Mansfield and eventually was
evacuated to Shreveport, where it was found the Army hospital was full,
then to the hospital in Marshall. On the way home he arrived in Jefferson
by river boat on April 17. His father "came after me today [April 18]
& after terrible suffering I arrived at home about midnight." A Dr.
Madison, the post surgeon at Marshall, began treating Allen the next day.
He was not well enough to return to the Army until July 12, and it seems
probable that he clipped his brother's obituary while recovering from his
illness at home in Marshall.
Having carried the diary with him throughout the remainder of the
war, Allen continued to use it for business prior to moving from Marshall to Shreveport in 1870. These entries reveal that he worked at a variety
of tasks: sign painting, glazing~ construction, roofing, varnishing, lettering,
paper hanging, "striping carriages," engraving, repairing pictures,
"painting fence at Cumberland Church," "labeling drawers" and other
similar endeavors, many of which would seem to be related to. if not
leading up to, his later career as an architect.
Transactions in this section of the diary are listed under such names,
many of them prominent in the early history of MarshaJI. as Captain DeLisle, A. Evers, David McPhail, F. Long, "Mr. Hudgins," A.R. Woodall,
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J. Van Hook, W.L. Dawson, Loeb & Jones, Knight & Easley, 1.S.
Wagnon, Dawson & Brooks, A. Kaufman, F. Bercher, W.G. Barrett,
W.M. Johnson & Co., W.R.D. Ward, Pearson & Pillsbury, A.T. Smith,
C. Frank, Johnson & Poland, G.G. Gregg & Co., William Bradfield ("lettering on omnibus"), Ward & Co., Dr. E.P. Johnson, T.B. Wilson (headmaster of a female academy - "7 diplomas for graduating class, $35.00"
and again on June 25, 1868, "9 diplomas, $45.00"), F. Wolz, Miss Eliza
Burton, Dr. A. Sears, Charles Devlin, Dan Myers, W.H. Carter, John
Mills, T.A. Harris, and J.H. Callaway.
Near the back of the book, under printed date of Monday, December
27, 1858, is a penciled holograph dated October 5, 1863: "Capt N.S. Allen,
Co A, being very sick of the
fever, being away, I hereby give him
permission to stop until morning. Ed Clark, Col. Cmdg Reg." Allen's
entry for this date recounted that "Felt very bad in the morning, commenced taking quinine. Orders to march at 12 o'clock - everything ready,
started towards Simsport, marched 3 miles and order countermanded,
countermarched - came on through Evergreen & towards Big Cane felt very bad, fever all the time, got permission to stop at Mr. Allen's felt very bad, went to bed as soon as I got there - rested very badly all
night. "
In the meticulous manner which characterized his later business entries, Allen also recorded a list of names and amounts of money for loans
made to members of his wartime command. The list begins with a date
of July 18, 1864, when he had returned to his company in the field following the battle at Mansfield and his illness at Marshall. The list ends on
September 15. The amounts range from $2 to $30. Some of the entries
are lined through, apparently indicating repayment. Others are not.
Although deserving of publication in full, the entire diary is too long
to'be printed here. The entries for the days leading up to the battle at
Mansfield and immediately following it require a full reproduction for
the new details revealed, however.
After retreating northward following a series of defeats in south Louisiana,3 General Dick Taylor's small army, of which Walker's was one division, found itself in early April in the vicinity of Shreveport. Under date
of April 3, 1864, Allen had recorded that "Slept very little last night windy arid cold this morning - drew some bacon last night - but no
bread stuff - get plenty of meat but no bread - marched 10 miles in
the direction of Mansfield and Bivouacked - the Enemy Cavalry made
a flank movement out from Natchitoches on the Manna Road to get in
rear of our Pickets and destroy what we had at Pleasant Hill, but one
of Gen Green's Regts of Cavalry and the Val Verd [sicI Battery 4 were on
the road coming to join us and the Yankees were driven back."
The next day, April 4, the command "Marched in the direction of
Mansfield, passed through that place and camped 7 miles on the Kingston
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and Shreveport Road, making 18 miles - very warm & dusty and water
very scarce today - suffered a great deal with my feet."
The next three days were quiet. 5 On AprilS Allen recorded that l'Lay
in camp - Reserve Baggage Train came in today - ordered that one trunk
to the company officers would be taken with the Command and that 1
Blanket and a change of clothing would be hauled for each man - Train
sent to the rear - no news from the front. .. On April 6 re recorded simply that "Lay in Camp today - no news from the front." And the next day:
"Lay in Camp today - nothing of interest going on - heard cannonading
in front late in the Evng."
All this changed the next day however: "Ordered to move at Day
break - moved in the direction of Mansfield, passed through Mansfield
on the road to Pleasant Hill, marched about 3 miles from Mansfield when
we found our Cavalry and the Enemy skirmishing, formed in line of battle behind a fence - waited some time - then moved further to the left
- stood some time and was then ordered forward & and the Engagement
now becoming pretty general - Scurry 6 and Waul' on the right and
Polignac' on the left and Randal 9 in the center. About 3 0 t clock Charged
the Enemy and drove them from their position - kept on charging at
double quick through the bushes and thick woods for nearly five miles
- where we came up with their train. One Regt charged and Captured
it. I was ordered by Gen! Taylor lO to take charge of the train and get it
to Mansfield as soon as possible and turn it over to Maj Sanders, Chf
Qt Master, went into Mansfield with 182 wagons and ambulances, 2 pieces
of artillery and a number of mules and horses. II The Command kept on
driving the Enemy before them until night, making about 16 miles travel.
Lt Rain and F. Wolz of my company wounded - only one man (W.L.
Barrett) in the Regt killed as far as heard from."
t

The day following, April 9, Allen wrote: l'Left Mansfield for the Regt
this morning early, reported that they were about getting another fight
near Pleasant Hill, find dead & wounded all along the road. The Enemy
suffered tripple [sic] as much as we did yesterday, terrible fight came off
just before night - a great many killed and wounded on both sides, drove
the enemy from their position. John Wale (1) was killed and we thought
that Peter Richardson was killed too, he having been shot in the head but
he came too [sic] again - John Muntz and the fore finger the right hand
taken off - we were drawn off the field and marched back to Steam Mill
7 miles for water - our forces still holding the Battle ground. The Enemy
destroyed a great deal and made a precipitate retreat this Evng, our Cav
on their heels - felt very bad after getting to camp. As Col Clark was
wounded I was in command of the Regt - had to turn the Comd over
to Capt. Lyle.
tl

After the engagement at Pleasant Hill, the 14th Texas Infantry moved
the morning of April 10 toward Mansfield. Allen wrote that: "Very sick
today - rode Col Clark's horse 12 - camped near Mansfield - reports
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from the front say that Enemy are still retreating." The regiment continued through Mansfield on April 11 and camped four miles on the
Shreveport Road, "where our Train was then in camp. Prisoners still coming in 13 - very sick still - no surgeon present - all busy at the Hospitals
with the wounded."
Allen's illness was worse the next day: "Had to lie in bed all the time
- nothing of interest transpiring today." On April 13 he recorded that
"Father and Mr. Locke arrived this morning - still very sick - Mr. Locke
is anxious to get the body of his son. 14 They will start after him in the
morning." By the next day Allen was so ill that he was moved in an ambulance, "almost shaking me to pieces," 1 S and camped with his company.
The following day, one week after the fight at Mansfield, the division
moved through Shreveport and crossed the pontoon bridge to a camp one
mile up the river, Allen "still very sick."
Allen's company moved with the regiment in the direction of Monroe l6
on April 16, but he and other sick were separated from the regiment and
dispatched to hospitals. "I was sent to Shreveport, but the Hospital being full I was transferred to the Hospital at Marshall- took passage on
a Steam Boat for Jefferson." As previously noted, Allen arrived in that
river port on April 17, "very sick and worn out - went to the Hospital
and went to bed. Telegraphed Father to come after me." 17 This his father
did the following day, April 18, accompanying his son the remaining sixteen miles to his Marshall home.
The spare language with which Allen recorded his actions in removing the captured Yankee spoils on the personal command of the army commander belies the tactical and strategic importance of the victory at
Mansfield. In his second attempt at invading Texas, General Nathaniel
Banks had been thwarted in his plan to capture Shreveport and to subjugate the rich agricultural lands of Northeast Texas, to the severe disappointment of his presidential ambitions. At Marshall one of the most important ordnance facilities in the Trans-Mississippi Department continued
to operate until the end of the war a year later, repairing weapons and
manufacturing black powder. Federal forces lost manpower heavily, and
the riverine naval flotilla which had accompanied Banks barely escaped
complete capture when it found low water at the Red River rapids when
it returned to Alexandria.
More distantly, Banks' failure caused a ten-month postponement of
the attempt to capture Mobile. permitting Leonidas Polk to reinforce J .E.
Johnston with 15,000 troops who otherwise would have been required to
defend that important city. The effect was to delay Sherman in North
Georgia and therefore his march to the sea and into the Carolinas. One
writer believes the war may have been lengthened by two months or longer
as a result of the victory at Mansfield. 18
Having played a central role in these events, Captain Allen probably
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felt too ill to savor the victory fully. Certainly, good soldier that he was,
he would have been gratified to succeed to command of his regiment had
his health permitted.
As it was, Allen continued to lead a full and productive life for fiftynine years after Mansfield. After moving to Shreveport he ('literally shaped
the skyline H of that city as one of Louisiana's first truly professional architects and "a Renaissance Man" of his day. lQ Allen's residential work
was done in the late Victorian "Queen Ann" style which had a few features
in common with the Romanesque style. 20 Other commissions in which he
excelled were typical of the "Richardson Romanesque," a style made
famous by Louisiana born H.H. Richardson. 21 Between 1870 and 1898
he designed more than 300 buildings and earned distinction as a fellow
of the American Institute of Architects. There is strong evidence that he
was Shreveport>s first serious musician, organizing that city's first orchestra
and several brass bands. 22 He also composed music, of which a number
of scores, including "Shreveport Rag," were discovered at Mimosa Hall
by his great-grandson Douglass Blocker. Discovered at the same time were
rolls of architectural drawings on fragile, yellowed paper which had been
stored for nearly a century. "It was almost like finding the Dead Sea
Scrolls," declared Bill Weiner, a Shreveport architect. 13 Allen also was
a portrait painter. violinist, landscape artist, and weod carver. 24
Still hale and spry at the age of ninty-one, Allen cast his last vote
for president in 1920. A Shreveport newspaper, noting that he was the
oldest Odd Fellow in the United States and "probably the oldest Democrat
in Louisiana," reported that he marked his ballot unassisted at the Caddo
Parish courthouse. Afterward he was quoted by the newspaper as saying
"Well, boys, I have been voting for 70 years. I cast my first vote for
Franklin Pierce in 1852, the fourteenth president of the United States and
the fifth Democrat to be elected to that office, and have just deposited
my vote for James M. Cox, the next Democratic president of the United
States. This may be my last vote for a presidential candidate, but I shall
have the consolation that I voted right. "25
The indomitable rebel died at his home in Shreveport on Friday, July
6, 1922. He and his wife, Martha Ann Carroll, are buried in Forrest Park
Cemetery in Shreveport. 26
NOTES

'N.S. Allen was born in Maryland on August 7, 1829, the son of William Allen and
Ciscelia Burris Rhodes Allen. As a boy of ten, at one of the estates of the numerous Carroll
family of Maryland, into which he later married, he was a bowling partner of Henry Clay.
He and Martha Ann Carroll (1833-1906) eloped and were married December 23. 1852. The
couple moved to Marshall, Texas, in the spring of 1860 because a sister of Allen's, who
earlier had moved to Marshall as a governess and subsequently was married there, was then
living in the city. In a brief commentary dictated in his later years to a daughter, Mattie
Allen, the former Confederate major recalled that his great-grandfather was an English sea
captain named Nathaniel Sykes. On one of his voyages he had aboard as a passenger an Irish
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gentle woman who was lost overboard. Sykes rescued her, an act which was the beginning
of a romance. In defiance of her family she became Mrs. Sykes.
2A two-story home built in the 1840s by slave labor of brick fired on the property,
Mimosa Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
lFor details of the campaign leading up to the Battle of Mansfield, see Ludwell H. Johnson, Red River Campaign: Policics & Cotton in the Civil War, (Baltimore, 1958), pp. 110-124.
·Thomas Green became the colonel of the Fifth Mounted Texas Volunteers on August
20, 1861, and was promoted. to brigadier general on May 12, 1863. He was given command
of a brigade of cavalry composed of the Fourth, Fifth and Seventh Regiments of Texas Cavalry
and the Texas regiments of Phillips and Stone in June 1863, and in early 1864 was assigned
as commander of the cavalry of the Trans-Mississippi Department. He was killed in the fighting
at Bayou Pierre (Blair's Landing) on April 12, 1864, during Banks' retreat from Mansfield.
Harold B. Simpson, ed., Marcus J. Wright, Texas in the War, 1861-1865, (Hillsboro, Tx,
1965), pp. 5-6. The Valverde Battery was organized in early 1862 and was commanded originally
by Captain Joseph D. Sayers, later governor of Texas, but when Sayers was promoted to assistant
adjutant of the Fifth Texas Cavalry he was succeeded. in command by T.O. Nettles. The battery was assigned to the First Artillery Baaalion in 1864. Texas in the War, p. 137.
5Pred Smith of the Nineteenth Texas Infantry also found the situation quiet, but nonthreatening as well. In a letter written April 7 to his father in Harrison County from camp
near Mansfield he said that "From present indications I think we will stay here some little
time, Gen'I [Kirby] Smith we hear is at Mansfield and no doubt that alone will scare off
the Yanks," Original on deposit in the u.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; copy in author's possession.
6William Read Scurry entered the Confederate army as a lieutenant colonel in the Founh
Texas Cavalry regiment. After service with Sibley at Valverde and Glorietta Pass on the
New Mexico campaign, he was promoted to brigadier general in September 1862 and commanded troops under McGruder when Galveston was recaptured. He commanded a brigade
in Walker's Division at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. After Banks' defeat, his brigade accompanied the division to Arkansas to oppose the other pincer of the threat against Northeast Texas, commanded by Frederick Steele. Scurry was mortally wounded at Jenkins' Ferry
in Arkansas, April 30, 1864, three weeks after Pleasant Hill. Texas in the War, pp. 92-93.
7Thomas Neville Waul organized Waul's Legion and was commissioned its colonel in
the spring of 1862. The infantry companies of the Legion were surrendered at Vicksburg
in July 1863. After being exchanged, Waul was promoted to brigadier general and commanded a brigade in Walker's Division. After Mansfield and Pleasant Hill he also participated
at Jenkins' Ferry in the Arkansas campaign. An official Texas marker at his grave in Oakwood
Cemetery, Fort Worth, was dedicated on June 10, 1984.
·Camille Armand Jules Marie, Prince de Polignac. a member of the Grimaldi family
which rules the principality of Monaco. commanded a brigade of General Mouton's Louisiana Division and succeeded to the command when Mouton was killed in the first day's
fighting on the extreme left of the position at Mansfield. Polignac was critical of General
Green, "who was intoxicated and caused our troops to fire on one another." A vain and
ambitious officer, Polignac noted in his j oumal entry for April 13 that •'Thus owing to these
two untimely deaths [Mouton and Green], I have had a most extraordinary preferment, as
on the 8th, I was the 6th or 7th Brig. Gen. in this army, of which I am now the 3d Major
GeneraI." Polignac's diary is deposited in the U.S. Army Military History Institute, Car~
lisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; a copy of the April entries is in the author's possession.
'Horace Randal, the first Texas graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, resigned his
u.S. Army commission in 1861 after assignments in the Southwest, and fought as a private
in Virginia before organizing the Twenty-eighth Dismounted Texas Infantry at Marshall in
1862. He participated in the Vicksburg campaign in 1863 and was promoted to brigadier
general in Walker's Division the day of Mansfield. He died of wounds received at Jenkins'
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Ferry three weeks later, as did Scurry. He is buried in Marshall Cemetery in Marshall. Texas

in the War, p. 89.
I DGeneral Richard Taylor, son of President Zachary Taylor, was in command of the
field army at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill.

11 John C. Williams, a member of the Thirty-fourth Texas Cavalry, in a letter describing the day's action, reported to relatives at home that "They (the Federal troops] had evidently
not expected an engagement, for the road was filled and blocked with long trains of bag~
gage wagons, ammunition and provisions. The country being heavily wooded, the drivers
could not turn out and retreat with their wagons; they just left them standing in the road."
Original on deposit in the U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; copy in the author's possession.

IlClark having been wounded at Mansfield, the use of his horse apparently was an
assistance to Allen as well as a means of securing the animal.
IJW .W. Heartsill of Marshall was assigned to prison duty at Camp Ford, near Tyler,
in 1864 after a long and multifaceted career in the service. His Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days
in the Confederate Anny is one of the classic diaries of the war. He recorded on April 13
that the unit guarding the prison had received orders to expect "three or four thousand more
prisoners." The following day he noted that "ELEVEN HUNDRED prisoners arrives (sic)
from Mansfield," and on April 18 that "FIVE HUNDRED prisoners arrive." Heartsill noted
also that among casualties from home of whom he had learned, Capt. Gil McKay of Marshall
was killed and Lt. Ben Rain wounded. Others he listed from Harrison County included George
B. Adkins, Jr., and Clinton Locke killed and R. Watkins, R.W. Jennings, R. Wilson, F, Wolz
and T.P. Hawley wounded. W.W. Heartsill, Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate Army (Jackson, Tennessee, reissued in facsimile in 1953), p. 200.

I·See Note J3 above. It was not unusual, especially if the battlefield were nearby, for
family members to search for their sons and brothers and to return them or their bodies home.
"The "ambulance" of the Civil War was little more than a covered spring wagon.
It was reported that General T.]. (Stonewall) Jackson suffered similarly when he was removed
from the battlefield after being wounded.
I·In Red River Campaign, pp. 170-180, Johnson narrates the threat from Arkansas,
the second pincer which General Edmund Kirby Smith was moving to block. This campaign
ended at Jenkins' Ferry in Arkansas.
17His father was William Allen. He was born January 22, 1805, and was married
November 16, 1828, to Ciscelia Burris Rhodes, who was born May 25,1805. While residents
of Marshall they lived in a house at the corner of Franklin Street and Grand Avenue. Both
are buried in Marshall Cemetery.
\8Red River Campaign, p. 279.
I~Undated

and unattributed Shreveport newspaper clipping in the possession of Douglass

Blocker.
l~The

Shreveport Times, April 15, 1979.

liThe Shreveport Times, April 15, 1979. Curiously, and especially so for an architect,
N.S. Allen never owned property in Marshall or Shreveport. Interview, Douglass Blocker with

author, August 8, 1982.

"The Shreveport Times, April 15, 1979.
lJThe Shreveport Times, April 15, 1979.
2OFourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate Army, p. 4, notes that Allen painted
the words "Semper Paratus" on one side of the flag presented to the Lane Rangers cavalry
company when the uniL was mustered for service on the courthouse square in Marshall on
April 19, 1861. The unit became Company F, Second Regiment of Texas Cavalry, commanded by Colonel John B. (Rip) Ford, on May 23.
"Undated and unattributed Shreveport newspaper clipping, The Shreveport Times, April
15, 1979,
l6Blocker family records.
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THE REMINISCENCES of
FRANCES COOKE LIPSCOMB VAN ZANDT
prepared by Jo Ella Exley

Frances Cooke Lipscomb Van Zandt was a Texas pioneer woman.
She and her husband Isaac Van Zandt journeyed to the wilderness of northeast Texas when the Republic of Texas was only three years old. They
settled in Harrison County and both of them contributed a great deal to
the development of Texas.
Frances Cooke Lipscomb was born in Louisa County, Virginia, on
March 4,1816, to William and Ann Day Cooke Lipscomb. When she was
ten years old her family moved to Franklin County, Tennessee. Although
she had little opportunity to obtain a formal education she was brought
up to be a lady, and throughout her life was known for the sweetness and
gentleness of her nature. When Frances was sixteen she married Isaac Van
Zandt, a young businessman who was three years older than she. After
they lost their mercantile business in the depression of 1837, Van Zandt
studied law and was admitted to the Mississippi bar.
In January 1839, the Van Zandts and their two children moved into
a small, one-room log cabin at Elysian Fields in present Harrison County, Texas. The Van Zandt's son, Khleber Miller, describes their first home
in Texas in his autobiography Force Without Fanfare: "The house at Elysian Fields to which we moved was an unfinished, one-foam cabin covered
with hand-hewn boards fastened on with weight-poles. The door was hung
with wooden hinges and had a latch inside. Glass windows were scarce
then, but the builder of his house had by some means obtained a small
window sash with panes of glass about six-by-eight inches in size, which
he had placed by the side of the front door. The beds were built in the
corners of the room by placing a post about six and one-half feet from
one wall and five feet from the other and adding a side rail and footboard.
The walls of the house made the headboard and one side of the bed. Rope
and strips of rawhide laced across the frame of the bed served as springs."
Although life on the frontier was difficult, the Van Zandts were happy. Isaac Van Zandt practiced law and became a successful lawyer. He
was elected to the Congress of the Republic of Texas in 1840 and 1841.
President Sam Houston appointed Van Zandt Charge d'Affairs to the
United States in 1842.
By 1847, the Van Zandts were prosperous and respected. They had
six children, a new one and one-half story home in Marshall, and Van
Zandt became a candidate for governor. Then tragedy struck. An infant
son died, and then while campaigning in Houston, Van Zandt died from
yellow fever.
10 Ella Exley is from Katy, Texas.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

43

Frances Van Zandt found herself alone with five children under the
age of eleven. Undaunted, she devoted her life to rearing them to be
outstanding members of society. The Van Zandts had accumulated some
land, but money was scarce on the frontier. One of the first things that
Mrs. Van Zandt did was to sell their new house and repurchase the farm
outside of Marshall where they had lived earlier. The family moved back
into the old log house and lived there for some years before Mrs. Van
Zandt built a two-story brick house.
After the death of her husband, the two most important things in
the life of Frances Van Zandt were her children and her religion. Around
1852 she became interested in a new religious movement which eventually
became the Christian Church, also known as the Disciples of Christ. She
was so interested in the doctrine of this new church that she was expelled
from the Baptist Church. She sent her eldest son Khleber Miller Van Zandt
to Franklin College near Nashville, Tennessee, so he would be under the
influence of men who were members of the new church. He frequently
became homesick and wrote his mother many letters asking for permission to come home. She finally agreed, adding that she had plenty of work
for him to do when he returned. He changed his mind and stayed until
he was graduated. Around 1856 Mrs. Van Zandt rented her home and
took her three youngest children to Franklin College to complete their
education.
Frances Van Zandt sent two sons to fight in the American Civil War.
Undoubtedly she and the others left behind suffered both mentally and
physicallYt but her stoic comment was, "The men went to fight, and the
women stayed at home, and worked and waited." Her sons returned tired
and ill.
Mrs. Van Zandt's care of her children was rewarded when they all
became worthy members of their communities. K.M. Van Zandt was a
leader in Fort Worth, a co-founder of the first newspaper there, and co-founder
and president of the Fort Worth National Bank for fifty-six years. He
was also instrumental in bringing the first railroad to Fort Worth. Louisa
married Jeremiah Morrill Clough, a district attorney of Harrison County
and a state representative. Mrs. Van Zandt's second son, Isaac Lycurgus,
became a physician and was also one of the leaders in early Fort Worth.
Frances (Fannie) Cooke Van Zandt married Dr. Elias J. Beall t a prominent physician, and bore nine children. Ida, the youngest Van Zandt child,
married James Jones Jarvis t a lawyer, judge, and rancher. Both he and
Ida were active in promoting Texas Christian University and served in
many official positions at the University.
Frances Van Zandt died on April 8, 1909, at the age of ninety-three.
On October 4, 1938, a number of surviving Texas pioneers watched the
dedication of the statues of Frances and Isaac Van Zandt that still stand
on the northwest comer of the courthouse in Canton, in Van Zandt County.
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Shortly before her death, Frances Van Zandt wrote her reminiscences
in which she recounts "every day experiences" and vividly recreates the
life of a pioneer woman in northeast Texas. In the early 1940s Mr. and
Mrs. Edmund Pendleton Van Zandt printed a booklet which contained
these reminiscences and gave copies to some of the descendants of Mrs.
Van Zandt. One copy is now in the Barker Texas History Center in Austin,
Texas. The pamphlet was reprinted in 1973 by Louise Burgess Logan and
again distributed to the Van Zandt descendants so they might be reminded
of their pioneer heritage and their ancestors who made a home in the
wilderness that was early northeast Texas.

******
I have been asked to tell something about my early life in Texas. My

most vivid remembrances are of the happenings of our family life, and
would not be of general interest. Still, our every day experiences were the
experiences of our neighbors and early friends, and my recounting some
of them may help those who have come since to understand more clearly
the conditions we then faced, and the hardships we then endured. But
Texas was to me the land of promise; the land of our adoption, and the
trials of those first years - which then did not seem very great - but
made me love it the more!
We started to Texas from Tennessee early in January. 1839. My husband, Isaac Van Zandt. was then twenty-five years of age and I was nearly three years younger. We had two children, Louise and Khleber, aged
four and two years old, respectively. My husband. in the financial crash
of 1837, had lost his all in a business venture in Mississippi, and had after
that studied law. He had been on a visit to Texas the previous Fall and
had decided to move to the new country.
We came down by boat from Memphis to Natchez, where Mr. Van
Zandt had to attend to some business. From Natchez we went up to Red
River, and then up Nachitoches. Thence, we went overland to old Camp
Sabine on the east bank of the river of that name. It was then an abandoned Post of perhaps fifty houses. There was good water there, and the
empty houses made it a convenient and much used stopping place for
people going back and forth.
We stayed there several months, waiting with as much patience as
we could for some money my husband expected from a former partner.
This never came, and we were exasperatingly poor. Worst of all, my husband, who was never very strong, was often sick. There I sold my two
best dresses, one for five bushels of corn, and the other for a bottle of
medicine. Everything combined to make our stay at Camp Sabine a period
of great anxiety,
We finally traded the small amount of furniture we had shipped to
Texas for transportation to Harrison County. OUf first house there was
an unfinished log cabin of one room. We had two neighbors within a mile
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of us, but the post office was about fourteen miles away. I was constantly afraid of Indians, but we were never troubled by them. Indeed, I never
saw but two after we started to Texas.
It was sometimes necessary for my husband to be away from home,
and during his absence I found the neighbors always ready to do anything
they could for me. I wish that I could emphasize this feature of our early
Texas life. the spirit of helpfulness and friendly fellowship that always
prevailed. It was one of the best of the good things of the new country.
We were all strangers together, willing to lend or borrow as the case might
be. Anything one had was at the disposal of the others. If we had no meat,
we felt no hesitancy in going to a neighbor's for it, if he had any. To the
first wedding to which I was invited in Texas, I carried the dress in which
the bride was married, and the plates from which we ate the wedding dinner. During my husband's first long absence from home - three months
- I do not recall that I stayed more than that number of nights alone,
the family which had the wedding always supplying me with one of the
girls for company. I would help them alter, and make over old dresses
and garments, for it was very few new ones that any of us had.
In sickness our neighbors were always ready to do all they could to
help. I remember that once Mr. Van Zandt was called away from home
when his little brother, who was then living with us, was very sick. He
sent for a neighbor man to come and stay with me, and another man came
and took our gun and killed a deer for he knew we needed meat. When
not well myself, I was as well cared for by my women neighbors as if they
had been my own sisters.
And these were the common people, and I love to be classed with
them for was it not from these that Christ chose His first disciples? It
was these who heard Him gladly, and was it not the poor widow whose
mite put to shame the rich men's gifts? I would love to live in a community
where each one's social standing was determined by merit, and not by
money.
The two years we lived in Harrison County were years of much privation and hardships, as were incident to the life of the pioneers. Early in
1842 we moved into the first home that we had owned in Texas. It was
one large room with a puncheon floor. I have recently been told that this
home is still standing. It was of logs with boards nailed over the cracks,
but it was so open that one day the wind blew the top cover off the bed.
It was from this house that we started to Washington, and it was in this
cabin (or one similar to it in which we have previously lived) that the
Homestead Law was conceived.
It has been said that "Necessity is the mother of invention", and we
found frequent verification of this. The want of crossings on the rivers
often taxed our utmost resources. Once, when moving in an ox-wagon,
we came to an impassable stream. We had to camp, build a raft and take
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the wagon to pieces. This was carried across one piece at a time, then the
load, and finally, the chickens. To our grief some of these got out of the
coop, and we had to leave them. We were agreeably surprised to find them
on the opposite side of the river - they had flown across the river to us.
When our need for things was pressing. we usually found a way for
making them. One time Mr. Van Zandt needed a saddle - he made it,
having only a drawing knife with which to fashion the saddle-tree from
a dead sassafras which he cut down for the purpose. His shoes were gone,
and he could get no others. He bought some red leather. made a [shoe]
last. and manufactured some very respectable shoes, which he wore to
Memphis. One night Matthew Cartwright came to spend the night with
us. We had no candles for the supper table so my husband scraped up
some tallow, made a wick, squeezed the tallow around it, then rolled it
over, and over again, until it was straight, and we had a very good candle.
After we went to Harrison County there was a new baby, and no
cradle for him. The saw and drawing knife were called on, and a complete bed was made.
The scarcity of meat is one thing that goes hard with the settlers of
a country where game is not always plentiful. I didn't know that I cared
so much for meat, until I felt the loss of it. I think the best piece of bacon
I ever ate was a piece for which I bartered a chicken. A young woman
camping nearby wanted to buy a chicken. I had none to sell but when
she said she was so tired of bacon t I proposed an exchange. A neighbor
took our gun to use, and we were to get half of the game he killed.
One day his son came and said that his mother wanted me to come
and eat dinner with her t because her husband had killed a turkey and a
possum, and she didn't know how to divide. So I went, expecting a good
dinner, but the turkey was all eaten before I got there. To save the poor
woman's feelings, I tried to swallow some of the possum, but found it
a hard job.
At one time a hunter camped near us. His wife told me how good
bear meat was, so white and tender, like good pork, and I was very anxious
for some. At last a bear was killed, and I was not forgotten in the distribution. As soon as it was cut up. the woman came bringing me a piece; but
her first words were, "Will you have some of the figger? We call this kind
nigger at our house." It seems that this bear was old and dark but my
appetite for bear meat of any kind was now gone.
She came to get me to help her make a dress, but I told her I would
make it entirely for a small hatchet, several of which I had seen her boys
have. This she readily agreed to, and thus earned for my little three year
old boy the "little axe" that he had ever seen. About the same time I gave
two Indian hunters a bunch of peacock feathers for a ham of venison.
After the first few months, however, we had plenty of meat which
we secured from a bunch of hogs that slept under our house. The presence

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

47

of these hogs was a great comfort to me, especially when my husband
was away from hornet for I knew that I should be aroused by their noise
if anyone came prowling about.
Meat was not the only article of food that was often very scarce.
Sassafras tea was much used instead of coffee. Our house gained the
reputation of being the best stopping placet because it made the tea from
the dried bloom of the plant, instead of the roots. The corn for our meal
was ground on a handmill. We would sift it. take the finer meal for bread.
and cook the coarser part for hominy.
The women had to spin, and weave the cloth from which they made
the clothing for their families. If one had no loom, then she would exchange work with a neighbor who had. One job of which I was especially
proud was a pair of socks for my husband. I had made him an overcoat
from a blue blanket, and had some scraps left. A friend told me how to
card them into wool. By mixing this with cotton and spinning it, I had
an unusually good thread for the socks. These little incidents may serve
to make plainer the perplexities of our every day life in those early Texas
years ...
In the Summer of 1844 t Mr. Van Zandt, chagrinned and disappointed
over the failure of the Senate to adopt the treaty [for the annexation of
Texas to the United States] (though feeling sure of the ultimate success),
and realizing that he had done all he could do, asked to be recalled. He
took the children and me to Louisville while awaiting his recall, and returned to Washington. When this came (the recall) he rejoined us in
Louisville t and we came on to Texas, reaching here in November.
Thenceforth we made Marshall our home. We lived for two years rather
outside of the town but in 1846 we moved to a place nearer in.
There was standing on the place when we bought it only a smoke house
and a good room t which was to be the kitchen. We lived in this while
our house was being built. I remember that before it was finished t in the
spring of 1847, we one day had a number of my husband's friends to dinner, and of course it was very crowded in our small quarters, and we had
the table set under the gallery of our new house t which was built with
a basement. Mr. Van Zandt was laughing about our outdoor dining room.
and General Rusk said, "Never mind. He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted. and we are going to make him Governor.' This was shortly after
he had been nominated for that office. Immediately after our return from
Washington his friends had wished him to run for Congress, but I was
very much opposed to this, for I did not want either to break up our home
and go back to Washington or to have him gone so long.
I

We then had five children, who were Louisa. who afterward married
Col. J.M. Clough. Khleber Miller, Isaac Lycurgus, Frances, who married Dr. E.J. Beall, and Ida, who married Major J.J. Jarvis. A younger
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son was born in 1846 after our return to Texas but he lived less than a
year ...
After the visit at home when his baby died, Mr. Van Zandt left to
meet his various appointments. He travelled on horseback. It took him
a long time to go distances now covered in a few hours. I never saw him
again. He died in Houston early in October. When we went to live in Marshall it was a village of a hundred or so inhabitants. After my husband's
death I continued to make it my home until several years after the war,
when I came to Fort Worth, where all my children now live.
My family of six is still unbroken, as when my husband left it at his
death fifty-nine years ago. Our life in Marshall was quiet and uneventful,
nothing worthy of note occurring. The town grew, and we had many
neighbors and friends. OUf war-time experiences were those of thousands
of others in Texas. The men went to fight, and the women stayed at home,
and worked and waited. Those of us who had been long in Texas had
had training in hardships and poverty that stood us in good stead in this
later trouble.
I remember Dr. Elam Johnson saying at this time, "Plague take these
old Texans, they can stand anything."
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EAST TEXAS AND THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD
by Emilia Gay Means

During the 18505, railway promoters, both North and South, projected many drawing-board routes to the Pacific Coast. However, the cost
of a railroad would be so great that for a time there could be only one
line. Location of the terminus thus became a subject of debate. Would
it be North or South? The South, knowing that the favored section would
reap rich rewards in wealth, population, and influence, and that it was
losing the economic race with the North~ was eager to extend a railroad
through adjacent Southwestern territory to California. Jefferson Davis,
as Secretary of War, arranged to have James Gadsden, prominent South
Caroline railroad man, appointed Minister to Mexico. Finding Mexico
in need of money, Gadsden negotiated a treaty in 1853 which ceded to
the United States the Gadsden Purchase area for $10,000,000.
The Gadsden Purchase enabled the South to claim the coveted railroad
with great insistence. A southern track would be easier to build. Texas
was already a state, and New Mexico with the Gadsden Purchase added
was a formally organized territory.
As immigrants began moving west, citizens of East Texas realized
that a railroad between the thirty-second and thirty-third degrees of latitude
would aid in the development of the state of Texas. In the 18505 six counties near the Red River in northeast Texas produced 50,000 bags of cotton yearly. The other forty-four counties of northeast Texas exported
50.000 head of beef cattle and 20,000 head of sheep per year. Many of
these counties produced a large amount of flour which had to be hauled
in wagons for a distance of 200 or 300 miles to market. To help, James
D.B. DeBow of New Orleans. publisher of DeBow's Review, urged the
building of a railroad from Shreveport westward through Marshall and
on to the waters of the Trinity River. 1
The Texas Western Railroad Company was to be a major link in the
great transcontinental southern route. This company was chartered by the
state of Texas on February 16, 1852 for the purpose of building a railroad
from the eastern boundary line of Texas to EI Paso. The list of incorporators included Samuel Bogart, a participant in the Battle of New
Orleans in 1815 and member of the Texas legislature in the 1840s and 1850s;
William T. Scott of Harrison County, builder of the first church and school
in the town of Scottsville and largest slaveholder in Harrison County;
James Webb Throckmorton, participant in the Mexican War, member
of the Texas legislature in the 1850s, practicing physician in McKinney,
later congressman from Texas and governor of the state; and James C.
Hill, later to serve as a Republican in the Mississippi legislature during
Emilia Gay Means resides in Dallas, Texas.

50

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Reconstruction. Others included Rufus Doane, Lucius Clopton. Willis
Stewart. E.E. Lott, L.B. Camp. and J.D. Todd. 2
Capital stock was divided into shares of $100 each, and no one was
eligible to be a director unless he owned at least five shares of stock. A
right-of-way through public lands was granted, but it was not to exceed
200 feet in width. For every mile of track completed the Texas Western
would receive eight sections of land from the state of Texas. However,
no land was to be donated until the company had completed ten miles
of track within five years from the date of the charter. If construction
had not begun within five years, or at least twenty miles had not been
completed within six years, the charter would be null and void.]
Approximately two years later, on January 30. 1854. the Texas
legislature passed an act that would be of great benefit to the Texas
Western. This act provided that when a railroad had constructed twentyfive or more miles of track it was entitled to receive sixteen sections of
land from the state for every mile of track constructed and placed in running order. The Texas legislature passed another act on August 13. 1856.
which provided that for every mile of road constructed a railroad was entitled to a loan of $6,000 from the Board of School Commissioners of
Texas. Since the Texas Western was to connect with a railroad from an
adjoining state it was entitled to a loan when it had built ten miles of track
and had graded ten additional miles. 4
On August 16, 1856, legislation changed the name of the Texas
Western Railroad Company to the Southern Pacific Railroad Company.
This act listed the following incorporators, many of whom had been affIliated with the Texas Western: Rufus Doane, James C. Hill, William
T. Scott, Willis Stewart. Samuel Bogart. E.E. Lott. L.B. Camp, James
W. Throckmorton, LD. Todd, Joseph McDougal, Thomas H. Rodgers,
Adam Sullivan, Joshua Starr, C.B. Holbert, Mason Mosely. and Jacob
Fisher. However. the name change did not extend the time limit for the
completion of twenty miles of track and did not release the company from
any obligations performed under the name of Texas Western. S
On October 5. 1856, the stockholders met in New York and accepted
the act which changed the name of the company. At this meeting the
stockholders chose the board of directors for 1857. including Charles
Stewart Todd, member of the Kentucky legislature in the 1820s, United
States Minister to Russia in 1941. and resident of Texas in the 1850s;
Horatio Allen, civil engineer from New York and active in railroad construction in that state; Richard T. Archer, planter from Fort Gibson,
Mississippi; R.M. Dimond of Rhode Island; T. Butler King of Georgia;
R.M. Stratton of New York; George D. Post of New York; R.J. Walker
of Washington; Edwin Post of New York; Michael G. Bright of Indiana;
S.F. Buttersworth of New York; W. Cook of New Jersey; William T.
Schoot. M.J. Hall, J.P. Henderson. W.R.D. Ward, and J. Taylor of
Texas. 6 The next day the directors met and elected Horatio Allen of
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New York as president, Edwin Post of New York as vice president, and
Jaudon as secretary. E.A. Blanch of Marshall, Texas, was appointed
as chief engineer. 7

s.

Because of the time limit provision in the charter the Southern Pacific
chose Swanson's Landing as its eastern terminus. Swanson's Landing,
which was named for Peter Swanson, a civil engineer and surveyor, was
located on the southern shore of Caddo Lake approximately on the Texas
and Louisiana state line and was chosen because supplies for building the
road could be landed there by steamboats which came up Red River and
entered Caddo Lake by way of Twelve Mile Bayou. 8
The Louisiana, the first locomotive for the Southern Pacific Railroad,
arrived at Swanson's Landing on July 29, 1857. Great interest was shown
by the settlers who lived along Twelve Mile Bayou, as onlookers from
miles around gathered at Swanson's Landing to see the machinery unloaded. Locomotives were colorful then, and the Louisiana had bright red driving wheels, an apple-green boiler jacket, a large funnel-like smokestack,
a polished bell, and a long, pointed cow-catcher. The Louisiana, which
weighed twenty-five tons, was built in 1854 by Richard A. Anderson's
Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia. 9
On February 11, 1858, twenty miles of track, which began at Swanson's Landing and extended through Jonesville, Texas, in the direction
of Marshall, were completed and the first train of cars was placed in operation. E.A. Blanch, chief engineer of the company, and a group including
C.A. Frazier, Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, passed over the line
on a train of cars for an examination to make certain that the charter requirements were fulfilled. 10 On September 20, 1858, five additional miles
of track were completed which extended the line almost to Marshall. I I
By the end of 1858 the rolling stock of the company consisted of two
locomotives and five platform cars.'2
During 1859 the Southern Pacific completed the building of
warehouses and cotton sheds at points along the line and a wharf and
warehouse at Swanson's Landing, where connections were made with
steamboat lines. A new locomotive had been ordered and enough iron
was owned to construct an additional twenty-five miles of track.l~
The trip on combined freight and passenger trains from Swanson's
Landing to the terminus near Marshall took two hours. In May 1860, a
group of about eighty ladies and gentlemen from Marshall boarded the
cars in the morning for a day of fishing, boating, and dancing at Swanson's Landing. On the way they were joined by twenty or thirty others
at Scottsville and other points along the line. The railroad was reported
in excellent order. A new passenger car, which was built in the company's
shops at an approximate cost of $1,000, had just been placed on the track
and was described as large, elegant, and beautifully painted with nicely
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cushioned seats. The Sam Houston, the new locomotive, had arrived by
this time. 14
During 1860 the railroad built an additional wharf which extended
far out into the water at Swanson's Landing where steamboats could
unload freight without difficulty. Only the new locomotive, the Sam
Houston, was in running order however, the other two, the Ashuelot and
Louisiana, both old and in disrepair, were out of service.
In 1861 the effects of the Civil War on the Southern Pacific railroad
came clearly into view. The number of miles run by the company's trains
increased because of the numbers of troops and supplies being moved in
the area. However as with most railroads operating in the Confederacy,
the Southern Pacific transported supplies and troops free of charge. For
this year the equipment remained about the same - five freight cars in good
condition and the Sam Houston in constant llse. 16
I

On September 6, 1861, the Southern Pacific Railroad Company was
reorganized. The stock was divided into shares of $100 each, and shares
of a former stockholder were to be acknowledged unless he had aided the
enemies of the Confederacy. Officers were: James S. Holman, a Houston
businessman, president; A.T. Smith, a resident of Texas. secretary; E.A.
Blanch, a resident of Marshall who later served in the Confederate Army
in Virginia, chief engineer; and Charles E. Hynson of Texas, superintendent. All officers and stockholders were residents of Texas. Stockholders
were: John M. Waskom, for whom Waskom, Texas was named; Robert
W. Loughery, owner of the Texas Republican, a Marshall newspaper;
Pendleton Murrah, resident of Harrison County, former member of the
Texas legislature and later to serve as Confederate governor of Texas from
1863 until 186.5; Benjamin Long, a lawyer from Rusk County; Joseph
Field, a participant in the Texas Revolution and author of Three Years
in Texas, published in 1836; George B. Adkins, C. B. Gregg, and A. Pope. 17
In 1862 the engineer of the Southern Pacific submitted a report to
the Board of School Commissioners of Texas that described the condition of the twenty-five miles of existing track. The gauge was five and
one-half feet in width, the iron was either English or American T-rail
weighing fifty-eight pounds per lineal yard, the cross ties were either post
oak or cypress, and most of the culverts and bridges were constructed of
timber because suitable stone was not available. With the idea of joining
the Vicksburg, Shreveport, and Texas Railroad at the Louisiana state line,
the company had graded and bridged a line for a distance of five and ninetenths miles beginning at the Jonesville, Texas, depot and continuing
eastward towards Shreveport. A connection with Shreveport would be most
valuable. IS
With the approach of 1863. Swanson's Landing was losing the riverboat traffic because there was no longer a reason to ship goods there. It
became an inconvenience to load supplies and materials at Marshall, ship
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them sixteen miles to Jonesville, Texas, where the tracks turned northward
to Swanson's Landing, and take them off and reload them on wagons
for Shreveport.

During the year ending in May 1863, the amount of freight transported
by the company's trains was reduced because of the decrease in commerce

on the Red River. Only a few steamboats made the trip up the river, and
those that did usually terminated their voyages at Shreveport. Goods
shipped in wagons from Shreveport westward would continue on that
means of transportation since it was an inconvenience to reship them by
train for fifteen miles and then reload them on wagons. After the capture
of New Orleans by federal troops the amount of freight carried eastward
by the company's trains was reduced because the Marshall area was deprived of a market. In order to avoid the inconvenience of transhipment
the Confederate Army transported its provisions and supplies by wagons
completely rather than by railroad. 19 Passengers were affected also by the
inconvenience of traveling partly by train and partly by stage. In May 1863,
Arthur Fremantle, author of Three Months in the Southern States: AprilJune, 1863, traveled from the west to Marshall and arrived at 3:00
A.M. He boarded the Southern Pacific train the next morning at 7:00 A.M.
and journeyed for sixteen miles. He changed to another stage and reached
Shreveport at 3:00 P.M. 20
In an attempt to connect Shreveport and Marshall by rail the Southern
Pacific Railroad Company leased from the Vicksburg, Shreveport, and
Texas Railroad for twenty years the portion of its line from Shreveport
westward to the Texas state line. Previously the Vicksburg, Shreveport,
and Texas had procured enough iron for laying the track for this distance;
however, the Confederate government seized the iron rails to construct
gunboats and casemate batteries at Gordon's Landing near Shreveport.:21
In the summer of 1863 Lieutenant General E. Kirby Smith, commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, ordered the Southern Pacific
to connect its railroad with Shreveport as a military necessity. In August
1863, the company proceeded to take up that portion of the track extending
from Swanson's Landing to Jonesville, Texas; a distance of twelve miles,
and relay the track from Jonesville toward Shreveport. To enable the company to carry out the order. Kirby Smith furnished it 200 laborers, a
number of overseers, rations, and mule teams. By May 1864, eleven miles
of track had been laid which extended the line to Greenwood. Louisiana.
The distance between Greenwood and Shreveport was graded and ready
for the iron to be laid. The company already possessed enough iron to
lay an additional five miles of track, and the Confederate government was
preparing to bring a sufficient number of rails to complete the track to
Shreveport from the Ouachita River. Two previous attempts had been
made by Kirby Smith to bring the rails to Shreveport, but each time his
forces were prevented by the approach of the enemy to Alexandria, Louisiana, and the occupancy by them of Harrisonburg and Trinity on the
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Ouachita River. Because of the lack of iron, most of the laborers were
discharged temporarily. However, the Confederate government and the
Southern Pacific Railroad Company seemed to have little doubt that the
connection with Shreveport would soon be completed. 22
After the surrender of Kirby Smith's army, Edmund R.S. Canby,
Brigadier General, United States Army, ordered the connection completed.
However. he had to cancel the order because the Union force in Northeastern Texas was diminished by the discharge of volunteer troops.21 At
the end of the war the company had the same amount of rolling stock
as it had earlier except that it had acquired an additional locomotive of
twenty-two tons capacity from the Vicksburg, Shreveport, and Texas
Railroad. 24
In 1866 the Southern Pacific owned three engines, one passenger car,
two box cars, three platform cars, and five construction cars. Two new
passenger cars had been ordered from Louisville, Kentucky. Strenuous
efforts were made to complete the track between Shreveport and MarshalL In May 1866, the steamer Alabama brought to Shreveport 480 bars
of iron, 163 bundles of railroad chairs (fastenings), sixty-seven kegs of
spikes, and 120 laborers to work on the line. 15 A contract was made with
the firm of Taylor and Abney to furnish 20,000 cross ties. Z6 Colonel John
M. Waskom, president, estimated that the connection with Shreveport
and Red River would give the company a profitable business. 21
The track between Shreveport and Marshall was completed on July
28, 1866, and on the next day approximately 150 to 200 Shreveport citizens

boarded the cars and made the journey to Marshall. The group included
a full car of representatives from the Caddo Gazette and the Shreveport
News. All of the visitors to Marshall seem to have had a delightful time
traveling over the new railroad, but favorable reports were not to continue for any length of time. 28
Sources report unfavorably on the physical condition of the Southern
Pacific during the period of operation following the completion of the
connection from Marshall to Shreveport. T .H. Hallinquist, state engineer
of Texas, in a report dated February 21, 1867, described the general condition of the railroad. Hallinquist stated that the cross ties were in bad

condition, and many of them were so rotten that the weight of trains had
broken them in the middle. Of the three locomotives owned by the company, only one was in operation at the time, and fourteen of its flues (fire
tubes) were plugged so that not more than one-third of its power could
be exerted. The rolling stock consisted of two passenger cars, two box
cars, and seven flat cars. The trains ran with great irregularity, and the
duration of the trip could only be conjectured. There were many complaints from citizens in the area that the railroad was of no service to
anyone. Many considered it a nuisance. The railroad had expelled the
wagons from the route but had not taken their places. Hallinquist advocated that the state take possession of the railroad. 29
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Others substantiated Hallinquist's report. Alfred Flournoy, a resident of Greenwood, Louisiana, rode the Southern Pacific train in 1867.
The passenger car was "a box car with benches for seats." The Jay Bird,
the engine, burned willow wood for fuel, had no spark arrester, and
coughed out large cinders. The passengers were "lucky that the train did
not catch on fire. "30
Theodor Kirchhoff, a German traveler in 1867, described the Southern
Pacific Railroad as the "worst in the world." Kirchhoff wrote:
...after we waited in the coach for almost an hour after the scheduled
departure time, the locomotive 'Ben Johnson' announced itself with
a cowhorn-like howl and hooked itself in front of the train. In a nearby
tavern the engineer and fireman poured another swallow of whiskey
behind the tie and lit their short clay pipes... .In the coach the whiskey
bottles made the rounds... The passengers fell into joyful excitement
- when suddenly an ominous crash sounded beneath us and the coach.
After a few vigorous jumps the coach came to a stop which mixed
up passengers, trunks, valises... Thank God no one was hurt... It was
afternoon. The passengers, after drinking whiskey, made offensive
remarks about the conductor and other officials of the renouned
'Southern Pacific Railroad' ... An oxwagon was stopped at the side
of the road ... The driver of the oxwagon made the friendly offer to
the conductor to let him hitch his oxen to the train, and they would
get to Shreveport quicker. The conductor ... challenged the oxdriver
to a duel. The fight was ended... the victor challenged everyone who
was a friend of the railway to a duel. ...the train ran off the track
and broke in the middle... the passenger car with the •Jay Bird' was
in the back ... At nine o'clock at night we reached Shreveport. .. We
made forty English miles in exactly forty hours. 31

With such reports as above, it comes as no surprise that 1868 produced the lowest rate of return for the entire postwar period of operation. 32 By 1868 earnings showed some improvement, and the number of
miles run by trains increased. Four engines were owned, and the rolling
stock consisted of twelve box cars, fifteen platform cars, and two passenger
cars. During this year the company had placed an emphasis on improving
the safety of the track from Marshall to Shreveport by placing approximately 25,000 new cross ties on the line. Efforts were made to extend
the line a short distance west of Marshall. Twelve hundred tons of iron
rails had been purchased, and contracts had been made for obtaining cross
ties and for performing the work of bridging and grading the extension. 33
By 1870 the track was extended fourteen miles west of Marshall, and
the town of Hallville developed at the end of the line. Here the Southern
Pacific located its shops and began building its own freight and passenger
cars. Efforts were underway to extend the track further west, and 500 men
were at work between Hallsville and Earpsville, ten miles west. H

By 1872, the last year of independent operations, the Southern Pacific
had extended its tracks from Shreveport to Longview. Texas, for a total
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of sixty-six miles which once completed had brought a profitable freight
and passenger business. 3S
The period of operation previous to and, during the timeof the Confederacy, was financially unsuccessful for the Southern Pacific Railroad.
In the first two years of operation. 1858 and 1859, the railroad lost
$5,955.57 and $12,204.00. In the three years 1860, 1861, and 1862 the company was able to earn a slight profit of $5,712.88, $2,296.69, and
$14,650.19 respectively. However, when steamboats began to decrease their
number of journeys to Swanson's Landing in 1863 the Southern Pacific
suffered a loss of $20,174.56. In 1864 and 1865 the cost of attempting
to complete the construction of a line between Shreveport and Marshall
increased the company's loss to $33 985.54 and $37,800.86 respectively.
In spite of its reputation as the "world's worst railroad," between the
years 1866 and 1872 the railroad never failed to earn a good profit and
was a most rewarding business. In 1866 net income amounted to
$142,090.74. Net income increased to $200,208.98 in 1867 but decreased
to $45,608.70 in 1868. In 1869 income increased to $60,000, with a huge
increase to $252,013.52 in 1870. During 1871 the net income of the
Southern Pacific amounted to $317,884.81, the largest amount in its entire history, and in 1872, the last year of operation, net profit came to
$288,655.74.
1

On March 21, 1872, the Southern Pacific Railroad was consolidated
with the Texas Pacific Railroad Company. The Texas and Pacific paid
$3,000,000 for all of the franchises, track, road bed, lands, buildings, rolling stock, engines. and property. The Texas and Pacific assumed the
floating debt of the Southern Pacific, not in excess of $700,000, and the
debt to the state of Texas, not to exceed $250,000. 36
The Texas and Pacific Railroad Company was chartered by the Uoited
States Congress on March 3, 1871, for the purpose of constructing a
railroad along the thirty-second parallel beginning at Marshall, Texas, continuing to El Paso, Texas, and terminating at San Diego, California. l '
The Texas and Pacific immediately began efforts to materialize the
Southern Pacific's dream of a transcontinental railroad. By August 1873
the Texas and Pacific inaugurated service between Dallas and Longview.
In the July 20, 1876 issue of the Fort Worth Daily Democrat the editor
wrote:
At last the day has come - Yesterday morning at 23 minutes past
11 :00, Engine No. 20 of the Texas and Pacific Railroad uttered its
shrill scream within the corporate limits ... carrying joy to many anxious hearts who have waited long and patiently for the sounds that
reverberated through the hills and valleys around the beautiful city
of Fort Worth.

No additional mileage was added to the line during 1877, 1878, or 1879.
In January 1880, Jay Gould was elected a director of the Texas and
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Pacific Railroad Company. With General Granville M. Dodge as chief
engineer, the steel rail of progress moved westward. Weary of struggle,
Thomas Scott, Texas and Pacific president, sold out to Jay Gould.
Thus ensued a westward race to build track on the part of Gould's
Texas and Pacific from Fort Worth and Collis P. Huntington's Galveston,
Harrisburg and San Antonio westward from San Antonio and eastward
from EI Paso. Ninety miles east of EI Paso the construction crews of the
Texas and Pacific met the eastward building crews of Huntington's railroad
on December 16, 1881. Fortunately for the safety of the lives and limbs
of the rival crews, Jay Gould and Collis P. Huntington previously had
reached an agreement which eased the tension under which the crews were
building.
While the rail race was going on, Gould and Huntington were fighting
in the courts. The Texas and Pacific, which had surveyed and located its
line all the way to the Pacific Coast, claimed that Huntington's California based Southern Pacific was building eastward from San Diego on its
right of way, and brought suit in the Federal Court in New Mexico. The
Southern Pacific brought suit against the Texas and Pacific in Arizona.
Finally. in New York on November 26, 1881, the men signed an agreement which settled their differences. The Texas and Pacific agreed to
release, relinquish, and convey to Huntington's Southern Pacific all of
its properties west of EI Paso under the charter of March 3, 1871. Gould
must have thought he would fare better with Huntington as a friendly
connection. 38 Thus the Texas and Pacific was stopped short of its transcontinental railroad, but the tiny Southern Pacific of East Texas became a
link in the system from Shreveport to EI Paso and on to San Diego by
way of Collis P. Huntington's Southern Pacific.
This tiny East Texas railroad is now a part of the first transcontinental railroad system - the great Union Pacific, completed with such great
ceremony and a telegraph message to the entire country on May 10, 1869.
The same three railroads - Texas and Pacific, Missouri Pacific, and Union
Pacific, which were once under control of the ruthless and disliked Jay
Gould, are now part of the Union Pacific Corporation. The merger between Missouri Pacific, parent of Texas and Pacific, and Union Pacific
occurred on December 22, 1982. 39
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THE MESS IN MINEOLA: AN ACCOUNT OF
THE INVESTIGATIONS INTO CONDITIONS IN A
PRISON WORK CAMP, 1879
by Donald R. Walker

On March 22, 1871, Governor Edmund J. Davis signed legislation
authorizing the leasing of the state penitentiary to the highest private bidder. This included all buildings. implements, and inmates. In so doing,
Davis admitted that the state could not maintain the prison in the manner
contemplated by the state penal code. Thus Texas joined the other states
of the former Confederacy that had opted to turn their prisons over to
the management of outside parties when confronted with the twin problems of inadequate facilities and dwindling state revenues. The lessees
then placed the prisoners in private work camps scattered about the state. l
During the period of prison leasing in Texas, which extended until
1912. the state entered into three contractual agreements. The first two,
made between 1871 and 1877. were financial failures for the state as well
as the lessees. Overall mismanagement, plus the difficult task of finding
profitable employment for the inmates plagued the contractors and
ultimately forced them to return the inmates to state control. 2 The third
lease agreement, entered into with a firm headed by E.H. Cunningham
and L.A. Ellis. who had extensive sugar growing properties in the counties southwest of Houston proved the success state officials had anticipated. During the five-year life of their contract, Cunningham and Ellis
sublet the prisoners to railroad companies as well as other sugar and cotton growers, made substantial permanent improvements in prison facilities,
and paid in excess of $358,000 into the state treasury. 3 According to the
Galveston Daily News. the lessees also earned for themselves over
t

$500,000. 4

The profitable nature of the Cunningham and Ellis lease excited the
envy of state officials as well as other prominent citizens and led to a demand that the state realize a larger share of the proceeds from prison labor
for itself. 5 In the spring of 1883, the legislature refused to renew the contract with Cunningham and Ellis. Prison officials. acting with the consent of the governor, hired out the inmates directly to private parties
thereby retaining the money previously earned by the lessees for the state.
The policy of the state-as-Iessor continued until the leasing system was
abolished. 6
The enthusiasm with which state officials greeted the news of
Cunningham and Ellis' financial success and the prospects for even greater
profits under state management was tempered somewhat by concerns over
the condition of the prisoners working in the lease camps far removed
from the main prison at Huntsville. Although the lease agreements
Donald R. Walker lives in Lubbock. Texas.
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contained provisions designed to guarantee humane treatment and proper care of prisoners and a state inspector of prisons was appointed to
verify compliance with the rules, life in the outside work camps went on
essentially free of any supervision except for that of the guards who kept
the inmates at their labors. The notoriously low salaries paid the guard
force led many to accept extra money from the contractors in return for
reducing the costs of prisoner upkeep by scrimping on the quality of food
and medical care. At the same time. camp personnel forced greater production from the men. As a result, the lease camps came to he inhabited
by inmates who were poorly-clad, poorly-housed, poorly-fed, and denied
proper medical attention. The prisoners were forced to work long hours
in all types of weather regardless of their physical condition and were
punished severely for any perceived malingering or failure to perform their
assigned tasks in a satisfactory manner. 7
That conditions such as these could become so common in the lease
camps was due partly to the inadequate degree of inspection by prison
officials. Most of the camps were located in remote areas of the state and
were moved often in response to the work demands. Such mobility
rendered them relatively inaccessible to regular, thorough inspection. 8
Moreover, few of the individuals who served as prison inspectors had any
intention of enforcing the regulations too stringently. Most had secured
their appointments as a reward for faithful service to the Democratic Party,
or as a result of a strong friendship with the incumbent governor. Few
inspectors demonstrated any interest in taking their duties too seriously
for fear of embarrassing the administration and jeopardizing their employment with the state.() Available evidence indicates that the matter of securing proper treatment for prison inmates in the outside camps constituted
one of the more persistent and troublesome problems with which elected
leaders had to contend throughout the late nineteenth century. to
In essence~ leasing entrapped the state in a dilemma. The revenue from
the inmates' labor formed a significant source of income, reducing the
amount of financial support that otherwise would have had to come from
the state's taxpayers. Elected officials could support the continuance of
the lease secure in the realization that they were punishing crime without
having to take the politically-unpopular step of asking for additional taxes
to do so. At the same time, however, the state could not abandon the prison
population completely in the pursuit of profit. While it is impossible to
determine accurately how the general public felt about the prisons and
the lease system, enough evidence does remain, in the form of letters to
the governors, newspaper editorials, and legislative debates, to prove
beyond question that in certain instances public feeling against conditions
in the camps became so agitated that it threatened the very existence of
the system itself. The problem for state officials became one of determining
the proper amount of pressure to exert on the prison contractors. If prison
officers did too little to force compliance with the rules and regulations
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governing care of the inmates, the potential for physical abuse of the men
in the camps likely would continue. If unchecked, prisoner mistreatment
could lead to a public outcry and demand that leasing be ended and all
prisoners brought back under state control. If, on the other hand, too
much pressure were applied the contractors might decide that using prison
labor was too costly and bothersome and look elsewhere for workers. In
either case, the state would lose the lease revenue~ plus would have to bear
the financial burden of building additional prisons and paying all costs
for the care of the inmates.
An example of the kind of difficulties encountered by state officials
trying to enforce the prison rules and regulations occurred early in the
administration of Governor Oran M. Roberts, who had been elected to
the office in 1878. The manner in which the governor responded to compliants regarding conditions in one of the prison labor camps is worth
examining in some detail as it illustrates quite clearly the complexity of
the problem. All of the charges, countercharges, complaints, rumors, and
exaggerations, had to be sifted thoroughly to get at the truth. Once this
was done, the conflicting interests of the prisoners, of the private citizens
living near the camps, of the state, and of the lessees had to be reconciled
in such a way that the source of contention was removed without destroying
the fundamental structure of lease.
Roberts is probably best remembered for his policies of economic
retrenchment to lower the cost of government, payoff all indebtedness,
and launch the state on a pay-as-you-go financial footing. The income
from prison labor figured prominently in the governor's plans to accomplish his financial objectives. Roberts worked to see that all prison
regulations were enforced strictly. He feared that if the treatment of
prisoners did not conform to public expectations a movement to end leasing
might develop. At one point Roberts noted that no aspect of state government had caused him the "constant uneasiness and apprehensions" as had
prison matters. He sensed a growing public outrage at the manner in which
prisoners were treated and wanted prison affairs put in order at once to
forestall further criticism. 11
In late June 1879, Roberts wrote the prison superintendent, Thomas
J. Goree, asking him to investigate charges of prisoner mistreatment at
a work camp in Wood County. The governor stressed the importance of
making a thorough investigation and told Goree to take the assistant
superintendent, n.M. Short, with him. 12 In a subsequent letter to Short,
who was a long-time friend and law partner of the governor, Roberts again
emphasized the need for determining the truth of the charges and allegations and recommended that the assistant superintendent make contact
with Senator J .M. Buchanan, who represented the district in Austin.
Roberts considered Buchanan to be a reliable man whose advice and
counsel would be valuable to the investigators. 11
Shortly before the inquiry began, newspaper articles appeared which
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discussed conditions in the Wood County camp and hinted at the conclusion that would be drawn later by the investigating committee. The Wood
County Flag devoted the entire issue of June 28, 1879 to a strident denunciation of the prison camp in its midst. The paper charged that the camp
inmates lived competely at the mercy of guards described as 4'heartless
brutes in the shape of men," guilty of "unnecessary cruelty, brutish treatment, and outrageous conduct toward the convicts. It recounted stories
of numerous unmarked inmate graves near the camp, of prisoners who
had been beaten to death, and of guards wantonly and deliberately
shooting and killing men who had attempted to escape. The paper called
for an immediate investigation to determine the truth of the charges made
against the camp administration. 14
U

Several days after the Flag articJe, the Galveston Daily News ran a
similar story. It repeated many of the charges and compliants made by
the Flag reporters and described some of the same incidents of brutality.
It told, for example, of one prisoner, Ed Johnson, who had attempted
to escape but who had been recaptured quickly near the camp because
the metal spur bound to his foot had made it impossible for him to run.
The two guards who had chased him simply shot and killed him rather
than take him back to the camp. According to the paper there was evidence
to prove that Johnson had been killed after he was already in the guards'
custody. The Daily News reporter pointed out that a large percentage of
the citizens in Wood County disliked having the prison camp near them
and that this resentment might account for a good many of the charges
and rumors made against camp officers. The people were angry that the
work being done by the prison inmates denied jobs to citizens in the area.
They believed that the camp existed solely for the profit of the lessees with
no thought being given either to the well-being of the prisoners or to the
disruptive and potentially dangerous effects of having prison inmates near
established communities. 15
The investigation was held in Mineola and lasted from July 15 through
July 18, 1879. The prison camp, located near Lake Fork, a tributary of
the Sabine River, contained approximately eighty prisoners engaged in
cutting wood for the Texas and Pacific Railroad which had subleased the
inmates from the prison lessees, Cunningham and Ellis. The camp was
under the charge of a sergeant and as many guards as were necessary to
control the men and keep them at their required tasks. 16 The sergeant and

guards were hired and paid by the prison lessees, yet had the responsibility of enforcing rules and regulations drawn up by the state. 11
During the course of the investigation a total of twenty-nine persons
appeared before the committee. All testified under oath and signed written synopses of their testimony. It Quickly became evident that the inquiry
would focus most sharply on the period September 1 through December
24, 1878, almost a year prior to the date of the investigation. It was
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during this time that the camp had been supervised by Sergeant J .H.
Randle and the most egregious cases of abuse and neglect had taken place. 18
Considering the highly-emotional nature of the newspaper articles that
had preceded the investigation and the gravity of the allegations against
the camp personnel, it must have surprised the members of the committee when only nine of the witnesses could offer eyewitness testimony of
prisoner mistreatment and none could testify to having seen guards shoot
and kill any of the inmates. Of the remaining twenty persons who were
questioned some could only repeat rumors they had heard while others
said that they had visited the woodcutting camp often but had seen nothing
amiss.
The first witness l Willie Donahue l seventeen years of age, had worked
for two months as a guard for Sergeant Randle and had been paid $18
per month for his services. Donahue described having once seen Randle
kick an Indian prisoner two or three times because the man complained
that he was too sick to work. Randle forced the inmate to work anyway
and the Indian died later that day without receiving medical attention.
Donahue further testified that he had seen Randle place men in the stocks
and whip them with limbs from persimmon trees when they said they were
too sick to work. He mentioned that the prisoners were required to cut
a specified amount of cordwood each day; white inmates had to cut threefourths of a cord while black prisoners were to cut one full cord. In concluding his testimony, Donahue stated that for breakfast the prisoners
received bread, meat. and meal coffee. Lunch consisted of bread, bacon,
and beans. while for dinner the men were given bread and bacon. Molasses
was provided once a day and wheat flour bread was available on Sundays. 19
Another witness, James Long, forty-nine years of age, reported that
he had seen prisoners being disciplined at the camp and described the
punishment device commonly spoken of as "the stocks." According to
Long, the stocks were built of large wooden planks with holes for a
prisoner1s neck and arms. After placing a man in the device Randle would
lift the entire mechanism so that the prisoner's legs cleared the floor. There
was a small stake in the ground under the stocks that the prisoner would
just be able to reach with his toes to relieve some of the wrenching pressure
on his neck and arms. Long also stated to the committee that he had seen
Sergeant Randle use dogs to pursue inmates who attempted to escape.
Randle would often permit the dogs to attack the prisoners after their
recapture. Long said he had seen two prisoners so treated and that when
the escapees were returned to camp their bodies from the hips down showed
evidence of having been tOfn and chewed severely by the animals. In the
most shocking part of his testimony, Long described having seen two
prisoner'). each of whom had cut off one of his hands to keep from having to work. Randle forced the men to work anyway and Long could not
say if the men had received any medical attention for their injuries. He
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also mentioned that the camp living quarters were dirty and unkept, but
that there appeared to be an abundance of good quality food available. 20
Two of the witnesses, J.W. Richardson Jr. and W.A. Kennon, both
had worked as guards at the camp. They reported that they had often seen
men vomit and soil themselves while hanging in the stocks. Kennon said
that he had seen Randle place a man in the stocks shortly after the man
had been shot in the back trying to escape. Both men agreed that conditions in the camp had improved considerably since Randle had been relieved of duty in late December 1878. 21
Of the other witnesses who could testify to prisoner mistreatment,
all described for the committee incidents similar to the ones related by
Donahue, Long, and the guards, Richardson and Kennon. C.H. Haines,
who had lived in Wood County for twenty-eight years, said that he knew
of eighteen graves of prisoners who had died and had been buried near
the Lake Fork camp while Randle was sergeant. Haines also mentioned
that during the fall of 1878 there was more sickness in the county than
at any other time he had ever seen and that there was a considerable
number of deaths from disease among the citizens around Lake Fork. 22
J .W. Franklin, who began guarding for Randle in August 1878, also confirmed much of the prior testimony and went on to detail for the committee the particular brutality of one of the guards, F.P. Bounds. Franklin
described having seen Bounds knock down a black prisoner with the butt
of a leather whip and then continue beating the man while he was on the
ground. On another occasion, Franklin said Bounds pistol-whipped a white
prisoner, then had the man stripped. placed across a log, and gave him
fifteen or twenty lashes with a leather strap. 23
Dr. A.L. Patton, a physician who had practiced medicine in Wood
County for twenty-five years, reported that he had visited the camp while
Randle was in charge and had seen much neglect of prisoners but had never
witnessed any abusive treatment of the men. Patton said that Randle fed
the men well, but that he often forced them to work when they obviously
were sick and should have been allowed to rest. The doctor testified also
that the fall and winter of 1878 had seen an unusual amount of sickness
and disease in the county and yet Randle had taken no particular precautions to protect the prisoners from illness. 24
None of the remaining witnesses could substantiate any of the charges
made against Randle or his guards. Some said that they opposed working
the inmates outside the walls of the main prison but that their only
knowledge of conditions in the Wood County camp caT';',C from rumors
they had heard. O.C. Reeves, a bookkeeper, and B.F. ~{.fad, a merchant
in Mineola, said that they opposed leasing and had supported the demand
for an investigation even though they had not seen any incidents of prisoner
abuse. The two agreed that since it had become known that state officials
would look into the management of the Lake Fork camp there had been
no further reports of brutality. This led them to believe that the rumors

66

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

they had heard had had at least some element of truth in them. 2S Another
Mineola merchant, S. Munzisheimer. reported that he also had heard
rumors of prisoner mistreatment in the camp but had seen nothing himself.
Munzisheimer went on to assert that he opposed the employment of
prisoners by private parties, arguing that if the same work being done by
prison inmates could be given to free citizens of the area it would be "more
profitable for the merchants. "16
Two men subpoenaed to appear before the investigating committee
offered testimony of a slightly different but nonetheless important nature.
T.F. McDaniel, deputy sheriff of Wood County, and D.C. Williams, editor
of the Wood County Flag, both reported that they had seen no abuse or
mistreatment of prisoners. Each man, however, commented on public
feeling regarding the presence of the prison camp in the county. McDaniel
stated that as far as he knew virtually everyone in Wood County objected
to permitting the prisoners to work outside Huntsville. The people believed
that prison labor took jobs away from citizens who needed money to care
for their families. Williams agreed with McDaniel's assessment, saying
that fully nine-tenths of the people in the county opposed outside prison
labor and that he, as editor of the local paper, was "endeavoring to represent that sentiment. H27
At one point in the proceedings Superintendent Goree took the stand
to testify regarding his actions in the matter. Goree reported that he had
first heard of the abuse of convicts at Lake Fork in December 1878. Upon
hearing of the charges he had contacted several prominent citizens in
Mineola to ask what they knew. At the same time he also had ordered
some of the guards from a nearby camp to look into the situation. When
their reports confirmed the rumors as true, Goree then asked Mr. I. T.
Gaines, a commissioner of the prison system living in Paris. Texas, to
go to Mineola, check into the matter further, and make appropriate recommendations. Gaines' report charged Sergeant Randle and the guard, F.P.
Bounds, with "gross violations of the rules." The commissioner recommended that Goree ask the lessees to relieve the two men from duty and
appoint a new sergeant to command the camp. Goree did as Gaines suggested and ordered the new sergeant to make a complete report of all violations of the rules with a copy going to a local magistrate for possible
criminal prosecution. Other copies of the report were sent to outgoing
Governor R.B. Hubbard and to the members of a joint committee of the
legislature who visited the prison in January 1879. According to Goree,
the sergeant's report confirmed all of the instances of abuse and neglect
which had been testified to before the investigating committee. The
superintendent defended himself by saying that he had done all he could
have in the matter as he did not have the authority either to ap.point or
remove sergeants and guards without the approval of the lessees. 2B
At the conclusion of the investigative hearings Goree and Short filed
a report of their findings with Governor Roberts. They contended that
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much of the notorious publicity given the Lake Fork camp had developed
from deep-seated and widespread hostility to prison labor on the part of
local citizens who wanted to use the example of gross mismanagement
and misconduct under Sergeant Randle to discredit and destroy the entire
leasing system. They did not deny that much abuse and cruelty had attended Randle's tenure as sergeant. They pointed out that eighteen prisoner
deaths had occurred during the late fall of 1878 and concluded, based on
the evidence, that of that number only one had been shot and killed while
trying to escape. The remainder had died from disease perhaps brought
on by neglect and overwork. Goree and Short defended their actions in
the matter by asserting that they had had Randle relieved of his duties
as soon as they had verified that he had misused his authority. Goree mentioned that the inspector responsible for visiting camps in the area had
been ill through much of the fall of 1878. so he had not been able to keep
as close a check on camp operations as he otherwise would have done. 29
Shortly after Goree and Short filed their report, Cunningham and
Ellis prepared one of their own. They wanted the governor to use his influence to prevent further harassment of the sergeants and guards who
were simply doing their jobs. They admitted that they had been deceived
by Randle, whom they referred to as a "cruel and unprincipled man,"
but argued that they had acted responsibly in the matter by dismissing
him as soon as they had become aware of his activities. They explained
that every time one of their guards was accused of mistreating the inmates
it had proved to be very costly to everyone. The charges had to be investigated, the prisoners had to be locked up and kept from working while
the investigation was under way, plus all traveling costs and attorneys' fees
had to be paid. The Lessees reported that they had encountered considerable
hostility to the lease system along the entire line of the Texas and Pacific
Railroad. The opposition, in their view, came primarily from former
prisoners, ex-guards, private wood-cutting contractors, and relatives of
persons in the lease camps. These people. all of whom were actuated by
narrow personal or selfish motives. were only too eager to talk to the press
and relate all manner of outrageous stories with little regard for the truth.
Although it was never explicitly stated, the tone of the report from the
lessees implied that if some fonn of relief was not forthcoming soon from
the governor's office they might have to consider returning the prisoners
to the state. 10
The attorney for the lessees, a Mr. Giles, also offered an opinion
regarding the complaints made against the Wood County camp. Giles
argued that the motives underlying the criticism of Cunningham and Ellis
primarily were economic in origin. Local people resented seeing the
prisoners employed in the area, thereby denying an income to Wood County citizens. To bolster his contention, Giles pointed out that there had been
no evidence of public outrage regarding treatment of prisoners as long
as local merchants had been permitted to supply the prison camp with
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needed goods and commodities. When the lessees began contracting for
supplies outside the area. however. local citizens became upset and complained of prisoner abuse. l !
By way of conclusion, the investigation at Mineola seems to have
satisfied no one. It did not mollify the critics of the lease system nor did
it bring an end to the practice of working inmates outside the prison with
all the accompanying potential for abuse. The investigation failed to ease
the anxieties of state officials who, although responsible for the overall
management of the prison camps, generally were ignorant of day-to-day
conditions under which the inmates worked. Were the periodic citizen protests at conditions in the camps legitimate expressions of outrage at the
manner in which the prisoners were treated. or were they instead simply
a ruse to conceal public anger and resentment at the economic competition inherent in a system that permitted prisoners to perform work that
could have gone to free citizens? Answers to these questions were no more
evident after the investigation than they had been before. And perhaps
most frustrating of all, no legal action resulted from the work of the investigating committee. Senator Buchanan reported that he had spoken at
length with local prosecutors who believed that there was not enough solid
evidence upon which to base either a criminal indictment or a conviction. 31
In strictly legal tenns, since no witnesses had testified to having seen Randle
or any of the guards actually kill a prisoner, the prosecutors could do very
little. The testimony proved violations of prison disciplinary procedures.
but not of the state penal code. And Randle and Bounds had been
discharge from state employment, the proper course of action authorized
by the rules and regulations of the prison system. 33
The true blame for the Lake Fork incident resides with the elected
officials of the state who permitted leasing to continue, regardless of the
rationale for doing so, and with the public who. whether from ignorance
or cupidity, allowed the state to use the prison population as a source of
revenue. In adopting the lease system the state virtually abdicated all
responsibility to care for the prison inmates properly and opened the door
for brutal, vindictive overseers to treat the prisoners in any way they chose.
Superintendent Goree, who demonstrated a profound personal aversion

to leasing throughout his entire term as head of the prison, understood
the nature of the lease problems more clearly than any of his contemporaries. Several months after the Lake Fork investigation the superintendent commented on the pernicious and insidious effects of leasing and
observed that it failed to meet all the major objectives of enlightened
penology. It could only be defended on two grounds. "necessity. and
because it is a source of revenue."J4
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE ROBERTSON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
by David Mitchell

October 20, 1947 was a day like many others in central Texas. First~
term Congressman Olin Teague announced that he was making a trip to
Turkey and Greece, where he would visit King Paul I. Colonel Henry Hutchings, Ir. told directors of the Brazos River Conservation and Reclamation District in Waco that the Army Corps of Engineers was considering
building six dams and reservoirs on the lower part of the Brazos River
for the purpose of flood control. On the other hand, a bank robbery at
Rosebud was foiled by a night watchman and a cotton gin at Brenham
was destroyed by fire. 1 But on October 20,1947, an event occurred that
went unnoticed except by those who were affected by it. On that date,
the first rural home in Robertson County to be served by the Robertson
Electric Cooperative received electricity for the first time.
Robertson County covers 877 square miles of central Texas between
the Brazos and Navasota rivers. Its southern boundary is the historic El
Camino Real. or Old San Antonio Road. The principal industry of the
county is agriculture, with cotton, corn, and sorghum as the chief crops.
Livestock-raising is also a significant part of the economy of the county.
The main towns are Franklin, the county seat; Hearne, the largest city;
Calvert; and Bremond. Having been formed in 1837 and organized in 1838,
Robertson County was one of the first created in Texas. It was originally
much larger than it is today. In fact, several adjoining counties grew out
of Robertson County. The population of Robertson County in 1980 was
14,653. 2

During the 1930s and 1940s, before REA electricity came to central
Texas, the county was very much as it is today. According to the 1940
census, the population was 25,710. Only 9,050 lived in the four main
towns. 3 There were many other smaller villages and hamlets that were unincorporated, such as Boone Prairie, Bald Prairie, Tidwell Prairie,
Wheelock, Ridge, Easterly, Mumford, and others. Many of these settlements were comprised of nothing more than churches and school
buildings. 4 Agriculture was the main industry, although there was some
production of oil, coal, and other minerals. The primary products were
cotton, feed crops, vegetables, and cattle. Some large plantation holdings
were located along the Brazos River, but most of the farms were less than
640 acres in size.' According to the 1940 census, Robertson County had
a total of 2,181 farms. 6
The Rural Electrification Administration (REA) had been created in
1936, and the first cooperative in the nation was established at Bartlett,

a small town about sixty miles southwest of Franklin. Other rural electric
David Mitchell Jives in Franklin, Texas.
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cooperatives in central Texas had been established at Rosebud, Itasca,
Mart, McGregor. Corsicana, Hamilton, Comanche, and Navasota/ Yet
five years after the REA had been created, many rural residents of Robertson County still did not have electricity. Of the 4,380 farm dwellings in
the county in 1940, only 207 (4.8070) had electricity.8 By June 30, 1941,
only 98,000 farms, or 23.4070 of the total in Texas, were receiving centralstation electric service. 9 Some farsighted Robertson County individuals
recognized the opportunity presented by the REA and concentrated their
energies to bring electricity to their area.
Several attempts had been made to bring REA electricity to Robertson County. In 1937, county agent Roger M. Hooker attempted to organize
an electric cooperative. But because of apathy and disinterest on the part
of many Robertson County residents, the project was unsuccessful. A year
later, in 1938, there was another unsuccessful attempt-IO
The driving force in finally bringing electricity to rural Robertson
County was Mr. W.R. Barron. Barron was born in 1899 and spent his
youth in rural Robertson County before moving to Calvert around 1915.
He experienced firsthand the problems faced by many farm families who
did not have electricity. During the height of the New Deal in 1935, Barron left his job as a school teacher because of financial difficulties. Soon
thereafter, he took ajob as an agricultural engineer with the United States
Department of Agriculture at Texas A&M University in College Station.
This job required Barron to travel extensively over the state of Texas. In
the course of his travels, he encountered several electric cooperatives being financed by the REA. Largely from discussions with county agents,
Barron learned about the effort of the REA to bring electricity to farmers. II
As he traveled over Texas, Barron continued to gather information
about the Rural Electrification Administration. He conferred with Mr.
William McElroy, the county agent of Houston County, at Crockett. A
rural electric cooperative was being organized in Houston County, and
McElroy informed Barron of the procedure for starting one. McElroy told
Barron that it would be necessary to call a meeting of Robertson County
citizens who were interested in forming a rural electric cooperative. From
this meeting, a board of directors would be elected who would hire an
attorney who would arrange for the incorporation of the cooperative. The
board of directors would then adopt a constitution and bylaws. When these
"teps had been completed, the directors could begin to collect membership applications. It was necessary for the cooperative to have 400 members
who could be served with 200 miles of line before the REA would authorize
a loan. 12
Armed with this information, Barron returned to Robertson County
and talked with influential persons about organizing an electric
cooperative. Among those persons Barron contacted were Howard Mitchell at Boone Prairie, B.W. Lawson at Goodland, Clarence Bristow at
Calvert, and Joe Marshall at Owensville. These men, and others who were
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interested in bringing electricity to Robertson County, met on several occasions at Barron's home in Franklin to discuss and share ideas. Finally,
in April 1941, they implored county agent Roger M. Hooker to hold a
meeting of interested citizens for the purpose of discussing the possibility
of establishing a rural electric cooperative in Robertson County.l3
On April 18, 1941, with county agent Hooker presiding, a gathering
at the courthouse in Franklin elected a seven-man board to direct what
was to become the Robertson Electric Cooperative. These men were B. W.
Lawson of Hearne, Walter H. Mitchell of Boone Prairie, Joe J. Marshall
of Owensville, W.C. Bristow of Calvert, W.W. Smith of Franklin, O.P.
Sandifer of Franklin, and a.s. Ross of Easterly. 14
After the election, these men met in executive session at the Love
Building in Franklin. B.W. Lawson called the meeting to order and was
chosen chairman unanimously. One of the first orders of business was
the election of officers. Lawson was elected president; O.P. Sandifer, vice
president; and Howard Mitchell, secretary-treasurer. They would serve
until the first meeting of the board of directors after the adjournment of
the next annual meeting of members, or until their successors were elected
and qualified for office. Each of the seven incorporators paid a $5 cash
membership fee, thereby becoming a member of the cooperative. 15
Shortly thereafter, the newly-eleeted board of directors retained Judge
Ben L. Parten to advise them on legal matters, such as drafting a set of
bylaws and adopting a charter. With Parten's help, and following
guidelines from the REA, they produced a set of bylaws. 16 These bylaws
consisted of fourteen articles concerning such matters as the qualifications
of directors and members, finances, and the function of officers. As the
need arose in following years, various sections of the bylaws were amended.
Parten was also instrumental in securing a charter for the fledgling
cooperative. l1 When Congress passed the Rural Electrification Act in 1936,
a rural electric cooperative was illegal under the laws of the state of Texas.
It was not until April 1. 1937 that the state legislature passed a law making it legal for a cooperative to be formed in Texas. 18 Parten obtained
a charter, or certificate of incorporation, for the Robertson Electric
Cooperative from the Texas Secretary of State. This charter was dated
April 15, 1941. 19
Among other matters discussed at the inaugural meeting was the selection of an insurance plan, the adoption of membership applications and

membership certificates, and the procedure for dispersing funds. Membership certificates were issued, signed, and delivered to the seven incorporators and their wives. 20
Another event of the April 18 meeting was the appointment ofW.R.
Barron as temporary Project Survey Coordinator. He had the responsibility of coordinating the recruitment of new members. 21 To accomplish this
task, Barron took a temporary leave of absence from the USDA. In trying
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to sign up prospective members, he received aid from several members
of the board of directors, most notably Howard Mitchell. 22 Barron s appointment as coordinator was not to exceed two months. Yet at a special
meeting of the board of June 7, 1941 he reported that the fledgling
cooperative was still far short of the four hundred members that were
needed. Therefore Barron and the board decided to hold a mass meeting
in Franklin to create interest. 23
I

1

1

There were many reasons for people over the entire nation, as
well as in Robertson County, to avoid joining an electric cooperative. One of the primary reasons was the required $5 membership
fee. In 1941, $5 represented a substantial sum of money, regardless
of the purpose for which it might be used. Many persons were skep~
tical about having electricity in their homes. They did not believe
that it could do all of the wonderous things claimed by its advocates.
Other people believed they did not need electricity and could get
along just fine without it. Others were afraid of electricity and did
not want it in their homes. no matter how much it might improve
their life. 24
While the signup campaign was under way, two REA field representatives from Waco, B.W. Chesser and L.C. Roenick, helped the incorporators prepare maps of Robertson County. Each time a new member
enlisted for electric service and gave the cooperative a right-of-way easement, his location was plotted on a survey map. These maps were used
to plot the most logical locations for stringing power lines. 2~ The board
hired the Texas Engineering Company of Austin to make an official preallotment survey of these locations. This survey would be submitted to
the REA to support a loan application. 26
In the meantime the United States entered World War II. For all
practical purposes, the activities of the Robertson Electric Cooperative
ceased for the duration of the war. 27 Barron, who served as a kind of acting manager, entered the Army in 1942. County agent Roger M. Hooker
assumed some of the managerial duties of the cooperative. 28 Cutbacks of
material to cooperatives started in late 1941. With the creation of the War
Production Board (WPB) in January 1942. a stiff system of priorities went
into effect. At first, any cooperative that had completed forty percent of
its construction by December S, 1941 was allowed to finish. In August
1942, the WPB withdrew this order and froze the construction of all rural
electric lines and the delivery of materials necessary for their construction. Thereafter, rural electric cooperatives could obtain materials only
by proving that their construction would be beneficial to the war effort. 29
I

The first meeting of the board of directors after the war ended took
place on July 30, 1945. The REA had made a loan of $245,000 to the
Robertson Electric Cooperative. This loan was dated July 5, 1945 and was
the subject of this meeting. Lawson suggested that the cooperative begin
the construction of facilities to bring electricity to the rural areas. This
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construction would be financed by this and other loans that the cooperative
would receive from time to time from the REA. The board directed Lawson
to execute all notes connected with the loans and to mortgage the property of the cooperative as collateral to obtain the loans. The board also decided that the cooperatives loans from the REA should not exceed $5
million. 30
It was the intent of the board of directors to establish a cooperative
to bring electricity to rural Robertson County, but before long the citizens
in neighboring Leon County also expressed a desire for a rural electric
cooperative. One day in late 1945, Barron received a call from Chesser,
who was at a grocery store in the small Leon County town of Newby.
Chesser had been talking with many Leon County residents who wanted
a cooperative, and he asked Barron to come over there and talk to them.
Barron, who was still in uniform, suggested to these people that they join
the Robertson Electric Cooperative and request the cooperative to survey
their area. It was not long before many inhabitants of western Leon County
enrolled. It proved to be easier to recruit people in Leon County than in
Robertson County. When the signup campaign was being conducted in
Robertson County, all Barron and the other directors could point to was
the distant prospect of organizing a cooperative. By the time recruitment
began in Leon County, the cooperative was organized and well on the
way toward building facilities for transmitting electricity. 31

The loan of $245,000 from the REA held a rate of two percent interest and was to be repaid over a period of thirty-five years. This loan
would be used in the construction of "A" Section, which would cover
220 miles in Robertson County and fifty-eight miles in the western part
of Leon County. Over five hundred people would receive electric service
when the project, officially designated as "122AI-Robertson" by the REA,
was completed. The cooperative awarded the contract for the construction of the electric lines to the Taylor Construction Company of Taylor,
Texas, on September 14, 1945. 32
On November 13, 1945, the board of directors of the Robertson Electric Cooperative decided to join the Brazos River Transmission Electric
Cooperative. 33 Brazos, as it was called, was organized on February 27,
1941 and headquartered in Fort Worth. It consisted of eleven rural electric cooperatives. It was the responsibility of Brazos to purchase electricity
and transmit it to its member cooperatives. J4 Although the cooperative
joined the Brazos System in 1945, it was four years before Brazos electricity reached Robertson County. Brazos built a substation about a halfmile north of Franklin in the spring and summer of 1949. This substation
was energized for the first time on June 13, 1949. 35
The board of directors of the Robertson Electric Cooperative appointed Barron to represent the cooperative on the board of directors of
Brazos. Barron's main duty on the board was to arrange for the Robertson Electric Cooperative to buy electricity from the Fort Worth-based
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cooperative. 36 In addition to this and other duties, the board appointed
Barron to serve as the manager of the Robertson Electric Cooperative for
a period of one year, beginning March 1, 1946. 37
With the groundwork finally completed on "A" Section, Barron and
the board went to work on "B" Section. The board formally submitted
"B" Section, which covered 178 miles in Robertson County and fortytwo miles in Leon County, along with a request for a loan for "B" Section, to the REA on May 3, 1946. 38 The cooperative received this loan,
which amounted to $275,000 several months later. The loan was dated
July 6, 1946 and bore a rate of two percent interest, to be repaid over
a period of thirty-five years. According to the provisions of this loan, 1046
persons in Robertson and Leon Counties, as well as parts of Brazos and
Falls Counties, were to receive electric service. 3 'J
The membership of the Robertson Electric Cooperative increased
markedly in 1946. At the time of the first annual meeting of the members
in April, 740 people were paid members of the Robertson Electric
Cooperative. This figure increased from 1,090 in July to 1,245 in October. 40
While the membership of the cooperative grew at a rapid pace, the same
could not be said for the construction of lines to bring electricity to these
people. The first difficulty in starting construction involved poles. The
Taylor Construction Company had a contract with a creosote pole plant
at Navasota. For some reason, this plant was slow to supply poles. Barron intervened several times to try to get poles. but achieved few results.
It was not until Barron located another source of poles in East Texas that
the Taylor Construction Company began to receive poles to start construction. The delay postponed the construction of electric lines by over a year ,41
Other bottlenecks followed in the acquisition of wire, conductors,
and insulators, but these problems were resolved without difficulty. The
next major problem occurred when the cooperative tried to obtain
transformers. Barron was certain that the Taylor Construction Company
had transformers, but they were going to other projects. When these projects were finished, the Taylor Construction Company would send what
transformers were left to the Robertson Electric Cooperative. 42 The situation became so crucial that in May 1947, the board of directors requested
Claude Wickard. REA administrator, to determine why materials necessary
in the struction of electric lines were not available. 43 These delays in
construction created openings which the private utilities in Robertson and
Leon Counties, Gulf States Utilities. and Texas Power and Light exploited
to the fullest.
Gulf States and Texas Power and Light had been in this area for some
time, but had not made any effort to provide electric service to the rural
areas. They built lines only into areas that had a high density of consumers
per mile and were not interested in areas that had only one or two consumers per mile. They were interested in obtaining a high return for a low
investment. 44
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The advent of the Robertson Electric Cooperative changed all of this.
On more than one occasion, these utility companies built "spite" lines
along routes that had been staked by the cooperative. For example, the
cooperative staked lines along the north side of the Old San Antonio Road
between the town of Benchley and Wheelock in southern Robertson
County. The city of Bryan provided electric service to Benchley, Wheelock,
and the area south of the OSR. Other people along the OSR had been
trying without success to obtain electricity from the city of Bryan for a
number of years. These people then asked the Robertson Electric
Cooperative to provide them with electric service. The cooperative surveyed
their area and staked a line along the north side othe OSR. It was not
long before the city of Bryan began work on a line on the south side of
the OSR, directly across from the cooperative's line. After several members
of the board conferred with Mayor Roland Dansby and Brazos County
Judge F .L. Henderson, the cooperative withdrew this line. The two sides
reached a compromise by which the city agreed to furnish immediate electric service to those people along the OSR between Wheelock and Benchley:'5
Gulf States gave the Robertson Electric Cooperative problems. For
example, Gulf States built and energized a line that ran north from
Franklin along the Owensville road and northeast along the old Boone
Prairie road. This line cost the cooperative many active and potential
members. 46 In several cases, Gulf States placed meters on the houses of
people who were interested in obtaining electricity from the Robertson
Electric Cooperative. Under the terms of the Rural Electrification Act of
1936, a cooperative could not furnish electricity to anyone who was receiving central-station electric service from another source. By placing
meters on these houses, Gulf States assured themselves that these people
would have to obtain their electricity from Gulf States and not from the
Robertson Electric Cooperative!""
In trying to promote the Robertson Electric Cooperative, Barron
received little cooperation from the local newspapers. On several occasions, Barron supplied what he considered news items about the
cooperative to the Franklin Texan. The newspaper's representative told
Barron that these were not news items but advertising. They wanted Barron to pay for them. On the other hand, the Texan printed similar items
submitted by the private utilities. 4B
The Beavers and Lodal Engineering Company of San Antonio started
staking the first line in December 1945. By May 1946, they had staked
162 miles of line, but had to stop because they were far ahead of the actual construction.' 9 The Taylor Construction Company began work on
the first line in September 1946 between Franklin and Hearne. 5o By the
following month, lines were built between Venetia, in southwestern Leon
County, with the Navasota River bottom and Marquez and a location just
west of New Baden, a small town four miles east of Franklin, being in-
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eluded. By November 1, 1946, 140 miles of line had been strung. At one
time, the pace of construction had increased to a point where poles were
being set and strung as quickly as they were staked. S I In June 1947, the
cooperative increased"A" Section by approximately seven miles. This
increase took place in the Brazos River bottom, where a large number
of tenant houses on some of the cotton plantations could receive electricity
for a minimum of $1.50 a month. By adding these seven miles, the
cooperative almost doubled - from 400 to 730 - the number of people
who would receive electric service. '12
On January 7, 1946, the Robertson Electric Cooperative entered into a
wholesale power agreement with Gulf States. B Soon thereafter. Barron arranged with Gulf States to buy electricity from a temporary installation at
a prisoner-of-war camp just outside of Hearne. This installation had a
transformer that Gulf States was about to retire from service. Gulf States
agreed to sell the Robertson Electric Cooperative electricity produced by that
transformer until Brazos could provide electric service to the cooperative. 54
On October 20, 1947, a new phase in the lives of rural residents of
Robertson County began. On that date, the home of Robert C. Richards,
located near the entrance of the prisoner-of-war camp, received electricity for the first time. 55 No longer would rural people be relegated to the
way of life endured by their parents and grandparents. Electricity from
the Robertson Electric Cooperative made a pronounced change in their
standard of living.
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FOUNDING THE DALLAS-FORT WORTH INTERREGIONAL
AIRPORT: THE DALLAS PERSPECTIVE

by Mary Anne Norman and James Smallwood
The study of urban history is still in its infancy, and even in the
modern age of air traffic, few studies highlight the historical development
of the nation's "super" regional airports even though the existence of such
facilities is crucial to continued regional and national development. Given
the paucity of research in this field, an examination of the founding of
the Dallas-Fort Worth Interregional Airport is warranted. This study will
focus on the founding of the airport and highlight the "Dallas perspective" while attempting to answer the question of why a voting majority
of Dallasites at first opposed the building of the new airport and approved
it later.
Mentioning the word "airport" to the average Dallasite in the lQQQs
would have provoked a reaction in accordance with the connotation he--attached to the word. The "AIRPORT," to a Dallasite, was Love Field,
and most held this particular field in special regard. The resident of Dallas
would likely remember the history of his airport with ease. Love Field
began as a base for airplanes during World War II; afterwards, it was
converted into a civil airport to handle the increasing air traffic of a
growing Dallas. It was moved to new more spacious quarters near Mockingbird Lane in the mid-1950s. J
l

While Love Field served Dallas, intense airport rivalry developed with
Fort Worth. Fort Worth had negative connotations for many people in
Dallas. Relations between these two large North Texas cities had never
been more than politely cordial. For example, the noted Fort Wort civic
leader Amon Carter had no love for Dallas. It was said that Carter, when
traveling to Dallas, always carried a sack lunch because he refused to eat
in any Dallas restaurant. "Cowtown" was the word that was the epitome
of what Fort Worth stood for; many Dallasites looked upon Fort Worth
in the same way that old monied families looked upon the new rich. Fort
Worth was brash and unsophisticated. Amon Carter Field, built half way
between Dallas and Fort Worth. was viewed by Dallasites as Fort Worth's
attempt to "steal" air traffic and commerce coming into Dallas via Love
Field. After World War II, the airport competition divided Dallas and
Fort Worth, and the struggle, while at times dormant, had not died out
by the 19608. 2
Continued business and population growth in the North Texas region
in the 1960s introduced a new aspect into the airport struggle. The new
factor was the idea of a regional airport, a facility built not only to serve
the Dallas-Fort Worth area but the whole North Texas region. This question of a true regional airport, not just a one-city facility ~ became a
James Smallwood and Mary Anne Norman are associaced with Oklahoma State University.
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growing concern of people in both cities and in surrounding satellite
communities. l
The initial impetus for co-operation between Dallas and Fort Worth
came in the mid-1960s after Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) examiner Ross
1. Newmann called for Hjoint studies on the probable need for additional
airport facilities in the North Texas region beyond the year 1970."4
Newmann stated that Love Field presented no opportunities for expansion and that the Greater Southwest International Airport at Fort Worth
would give Hlittle improvement in service and would cause insurmountable financing problems for the city. Its Newmann suggested the rerouting
of some air traffic to bypass Dallas and Fort Worth. Spurred by the
Newmann report, especially the rerouting proposal, letters were exchanged
between leaders of the two cities on the possibility of co-operating in a
joint project to build an airport somewhere between them. Dallas leaders
proposed a North Texas Regional Airport Study Group to investigate the
area's needs and airport facilities. The Fort Worth answer to this letter
was immediate and promising:
We will be pleased to meet with you ... to discuss the proposals ...

as well as to explore other possible areas of interest in connection with
the regional airport problem. As you know. we are committed to the
regional airport concept and feel that if this area is to survive as a
major air transportation center. immediate plans must be undertaken
to establish a true regional airport. 6

After Newmann's recommendation in 1964, a variety of events occurred. Some parties suggested that the CAB drop the case and let the
communities decide the fate of the airport. Some wanted the CAB to
reverse its decision, and still others said that the Board should give the
communities an opportunity for agreement but retain jurisdiction. The
major significance of Newmann's proposal, however, was that the decision acted as a catalyst to promote co-operation of Dallas leaders on the
concept of a regional airport for the North Texas area. 1
A bill introduced in the Texas legislature in November 1966 would
allow Dallas and Fort Worth to co-operate in the formation of a board
to study the airport issue and to facilitate solutions to the building problems and administration of the proposed regional airport. The bill (l)
called for seven members from Dallas and fOUf members from Fort Worth,
in recognition that the former had the greater population; (2) gave the
board the power to issue revenue and/or tax bonds to get money for the
airport and airport land; (3) empowered the board to sign leases with shops
and firms who would wish to operate businesses at the airport; (4) authorized the board to acquire Love Field and any other field in the area, but
the board would not be liable for the bonds of these airports; (5) stipulated
that board members would serve no more than two four-year terms; and
(6) provided that the board could set up its own rules and impose its own
fines. 8
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A number of problems surfaced in connection with the passage of
the bill. Some observers favored" suburban representation which would
Jessen the opposition to the airport in the smaller county towns, and still
others wanted more limits on the airport police. Many problems faced
the Texas legislators in the preparation of a bill which would be acceptable to all factions. All agreed, in principle, to the theory of a regional
airport; the main question seems to have been how the facility would be
built and under what conditions. 9
On Monday, February 6, 1967, the bill passed the Senate in a vote
of twenty-eight to one. Two amendments by Senator George Parkhouse
were defeated, and three other amendments were accepted. These amendments provided for: (1) the prohibition of discrimination in hiring and/or
firing of workers; (2) open board hearings; and (3) the power of the
authority to assess fines. 8 Later in February, the Texas House of Representatives passed the bill for the creation of the North Texas Regional Airport Authority. Ben Atwell of Dallas guided the bill through the House,
where it was approved by a vote of 147-0. 10
Voter approval was the next step in the creation of the authority. A
campaign to educate potential voters was launched. The airport's cost,
its anticipated revenue, and its impact upon the total economy were some
of the questions explained to the voting public. The names of five percent
of the total populations of both cities were needed on petitions to call the
elections, scheduled to occur in each city on the same day. Approval by
both cities was required for the creation of the authority. Final legislative
and executive approval was gained on February 28. 1967, when Governor John Connally signed the bill. Connally called for co-operation be~
tween the cities. He said that Dallas and Fort Worth citizens were aware
of the problems facing the airport and asserted that the proposed facility
was as important to the entire North Texas area as had been the coming
of the railroad nearly a hundred years earlier. II
The election was scheduled for June, allowing time for the acquisition of signatures on the petitions with Fort Worth needing 9,200 names
and Dallas needing 17,500. 12 By late March the required number in Dallas
had signed the petitions. and Fort Worth also had its Quota. Dallas civic
leader C.A. Tatum said that he expected a good turn out for the election
"due to the tremendous interest." Tatum further explained that the election in June was not to ask for an opinion on the airport, but was an election to determine whether an airport authority would be created and
whether it could issue bonds and levy taxes. 11 That Dallas and Fort Worth
needed a regional airport was taken for granted by the leadership of both
cities. Their major task was to convince the voters.
A public relations campaign was launched. The need for the airport
as it was presented in the Dallas newspapers prior to the election of June
6 showed several facets to the many-sided question of the necessity of a
regional airport. The "booming economy" of North Texas and a defen-
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sive attitude toward Houston were two key issues presented in the papers.
The Houston area, which was also in the process of building a facility
to serve Harris County and eventually the Southeastern portion of the
United States, had long been considered an arch rival of the North Texas
area and Dallas for the title of Southwest Trade Center. An editorial in
the Dallas Morning News two days prior to the election asked Dallas voters
if they were ready for the future. This same editorial pointed out that
transportation in its various forms had made Dallas what it was, and it
asked the voters to consider the impact of the new airport on business
and industry. Love Field was about to reach its saturation point and federal
officials had announced that traffic would be diverted to fields capable
of handling the increases expected. The editorial voiced fear that Dallas
might lapse into complacency but also pointed out that the city was in
a position to "steal another march on her less alert sisters" (Houston, for
example). In a final plea. supporters of the proposed airport told the Dallas
voters that the new facility would mean more jobs and more money for
Dallasites - all this for a nine dollar per-person investment in the city's
future. 13
In a newspaper interview Dallas Mayor Erik Jonsson stated that at
first he had not been in favor of a regional airport. But after the CAB
decision to start diverting traffic, he maintained that he had begun to investigate the necessity of a new facility. He recognized that newer. faster.
airplanes would demand more space for landings and take-offs than was
available at Love Field. Furthermore, the threat of Houston played a major
role in convincing Jonsson of the desirability of heeding CAB demands. 16
To remain in the "big league," the mayor said, Dallas, needed to keep
the "long haul" services of the major airlines, and to do this, she would
need a new airport to service the airlines. In effect, the mayor, joined by
the newspaper editors. told Dallas voters that in the future airplanes as
long as football fields which carried 500 passengers would make Love Field
obsolete. 14
Given the above, it is impossible not to concur with those Dallas
leaders who pointed out the necessity of a regional airport in the Dallas
area to serve Dallas and the North Texas region. Figures, past and present, and future projections seemed to indicate that Dallas would continue to grow. Population figures. estimates. and predictions showed a
steady if not marked growth for the North Texas area as well. Big
businesses, industries, and conventions had sought Dallas as their home
in the past, but they would continue to do so only if Dallas continued
to provide incentives to the businesses. Proper transportation facilities were
an integral part of the incentives when a corporation was in the process
of deciding upon a new home for one of its branches, and an airport was
the transportation facility of the future.
Despite their lobbying efforts, Dallas leaders such as Mayor Jonsson
was dismayed by the Dallasites' vote on the airport authority. The voters
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defeated the airport authority by 2,260 votes. while Fort Worth voters
passed the measure by 16,417 votes.l~
A precinct-by-precinct breakdown of the voting pattern in Dallas
helped explain the defeat. Only three areas in Dallas County went solidly
for the authority. These areas were North Dallas (including Highland Park
and University Park), Irving, and Richardson. North Dallas voted in favor
of the proposal by a two-to-one margin, while more narrow margins passed
the proposal in Richardson and Irving. Very definite reasons existed for
the "pro" vote in these areas. The people living in North DaJlas. Irving,
and Richardson were decidedly in the middle-and-upper-classes and on
the average had high incomes; these people saw a vested interest in the
building of an airport and in the continued growth of Dallas itself. Bankers.
school teachers, university professors. insurance men, business leaders,
and civic leaders resided in these three sections, and they were the ones
who used the airport; for example, businessmen by the thousands used
the airport daily. and they recognized that there numbers soon would make
Love Field obsolete. Also, an increasing number of people in North Dallas
used the airport and its facilities for non-business travel. Family rates and
student rates, introduced by a number of the larger airline companies,
made air travel possible for a family with just an average income. Further, North Dallas residents were prompted to vote for the authority out
of civic pride. The "pocketbook" was also important. Leaders pointed
out that the airport would bring a vast amount of new people and new
money to the North Dallas area. 16
The negative side of the issue is one of more vital interest in attempting
to understand the initial defeat of the airport authority. Other Dallas County areas (East Dallas, Garland, South Dallas, and South Oak Clift) voted
against the authority and defeated it. Differences existed between these
areas of Dallas and the North Dallas area. They tended to be lower income areas. Not many of the inhabitants flew frequently. They were inclined to leave well enough alone and, above all, wanted to avoid new
taxes. Small towns in the area surrounding Dallas also voted the authority down. For instance, Rowlett voted against, seventy-two to twelve;
Seagoville voted against 160 to thirty-one; Wilmer voted against 103 to
five, and finally, De Soto voted against 192, to sixty-four. 17
The Dallas leadership was surprised at the outcome of the vote in
the city and in the outlying areas. Leaders quickly began to look for the
reasons why the authority was defeated. Four factors, according to many
Dallas civic leaders, caused the bill to fail. The first reason was the new
tax of $.15 per $100 valuation that was to be levied by the airport authority
on home values; although the tax was described as temporary, many of
the Dallas voters probably did not believe that the tax would be lifted after
the airport land had been paid. As some people said, "who has ever heard
of a temporary tax?" A lack of understanding on the part of the total
population was also believed to have been a factor in the defeat. This was.
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of course, not an unusual attitude for losers to take. Perhaps the advocates
took too much for granted. The campaign to support the authority had
been launched in October 1966, but many issues were forgotten or simply
not explained to the populace; for example, Mayor Jonsson of Dallas made
one statement that said the whole "show" could be financed by revenue
bonds. Such statements made the average man on the street wonder why
any election was necessary. 18
More confusion existed about cost: figures varying from $100 million
to $250 million were advanced as the cost of the airport. A large number
of people did not understand that they would not be paying the entire
$250 million but only approximately $7.5 million for airport land. In addition, the physical location of the airport, on the west side of Dallas just
south of Grapevine, probably caused many voters in the eastern and
southern portions 0 f the county to vote against. Many of these people
may have believed that the inconvenience in driving for an hour or so and
the possibility of pulling industry away from their areas was enough to
justify negative votes. Moreover. many opponents believed that Love Field
was a perfectly good airport; why should the taxpayer, so the argument
went, spend hard earned money on a project that was not really needed?
The Dallas Morning News summed the situation due to the confusion and
lack of education of the general populace when it said that the voters were
entitled to more answers than they received. The authority proposal, some
believed, had a credibility gap among Dallas voters. Apparently, many
were not convinced, or they were not aware, of the pressing need for a
new airport to serve the North Texas area. 19 Questions as typified by the
following are some of the ones the "no" voter in the June 6 election must
have considered:
I. Why should the average man pay for projects pushed and supported
by politicians?
2. Why should the average man subsidize the airlines?
3. Why should people who never use and never plan to use the services of the airlines be forced to pay for them?
4. Why should the average man pay for a public facility that is not
designed for general use? Shouldn't the businessman and prosperous traveler pay for the services they and they alone use?
5. Why should the Dallas taxpayer hand the airport authority a blank
check for taxing with the only limit being 75¢?
6. Why should the average man take part in the establishment of yet
another (permanent he felt) taxing power?
7. Why not continue to use Love Field? After all, it is an adequate
airport. 10

After area voters rejected the airport authority, the immediate problem facing Dallas leaders was how to manage the funds for the purchase
of the land needed for the regional airport. Approximately $7.5 million
was needed to match the same amount that had been put up by the city
of Fort Worth for the purchase of the 20.000 acres needed for the facility. The airport authority would have provided a taxing and administrative
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agency for construction of the airport. and according to many Dallas civic
leaders, this agency would have been the most efficient method of dealing with the problems involved. The election defeat of June 6 precluded
the possibility, at least in 1967, of establishing such an authority with taxing
and administrative powers. Nevertheless, Dallas leaders decided to find
a solution. 21
The most important decision on the part of the Dallas leadership was
that the defeat of the authority was not going to stop the proposed airport. The past growth and the predicted growth of Dallas convinced leaders
that the project could not be shelved if the North Texas area was to continue to grow. On July 9, the airport board, made up of Dallas and Fort
Worth personnel, met to discuss what could be done. Mayor Jonsson of
Dallas suggested the building of the facility on a contractual basis under
a state law passed in 1947. 22
The main problem facing leaders after the election was that of keeping the project in motion; action was imperative. The attitude of the
Federal Aviation Agency (FAA) demonstrated confidence in the Dallas
leaders. The agency stated that it would continue to process the DallasFort Worth request for funds if the leaders of the two cities could come
up with an adequate solution for the building of the airport. At this time,
the FAA had given $4 million and was considering another request for
$10 million. The FAA told Dallas leaders that if the cities could provide
matching funds for the land, the defeat of the airport authority would
have no effect on the project. The FAA stressed the need for immediate
action, saying that any delay would be detrimental to the entire North
Texas area. 21
While the Fort Worth leaders adopted a wait and see attitude, an investigation was started in Dallas by City Attorney Alex Bickley. His efforts were directed at finding out why the various Dallas areas voted as
they did; of the some 200,000 qualified voters in the Dallas area, only
about 50,000 voted. 24 This investigation by Bickley was among the first
efforts to arrive at some solution.
On June 11, Mayor Jonsson called for the two cities to join in the
building of the airport with Dallas paying the major portion of the cost.
The two cities would have the cost on the basis of population, and board
representation should also be based on population. According to Jonsson,
Dallas would pay two-thirds of the cost and have a majority on the
governing board. City council members who favored the Jonsson proposal
suggested a bond election as one method of securing the money for the
land purchase. 2 S
With the new proposal came another problem; the Fort Worth leaders
feared a Dallas domination of the regional airport board that would be
created if the two cities decided to co-operate on the issue. This problem.
however, found a quick solution. The 1947 law would prevent Dallas

EAST TEXAS mSTORICAL ASSOCIATION

87

domination of the regional airport by giving the city councils of both cities
a veto over the major board decisions. The law provided for an annual
budget and a board which. unlike the defeated airport authority, would
not have the power to levy taxes. Each city would pay its share, and each
city would have a veto over the board decisions. 26
Quick answers to problems were imperative, and a variety of alternatives presented themselves to Dallas leaders. The need for the money
was immediate and pressing, and a clear course of action was indicated.
Dallas could include the $7.5 million in the upcoming bond election; the
land could be purchased on warrant (the money could be paid back from
later income); or the land could be bought with tax money. Most city councilmen favored the mayor's plan for including the money with the bond
election to be held in August. 21
By June 12, no decision had been reached. The only concrete action
taken was a memorandum of understanding from the mayor of Dallas
to the mayor of Fort Worth promising that the airport would be built.
Dallas was faced with a debt ceiling of $135 million, and with the pending bond election, leaders were not sure if the $7.5 million needed could
be worked into the budget. Finally, on June 25, it was decided to include
the money for land acquisition with the bond election. Mayor Jonsson
told the press that a "little minor juggling" was done on the budget. 21
The all-important decision to include the land money with the bond issue
was indicative of the resourcefulness of Dallas leaders. The city leaders
were determined to let nothing stand in the way of the continued growth
of the North Texas area.
The original bond issue, which was to have been held in July, was
postponed until August, and education of the public became a key issue.
City council members saw the need for an intensive public relations campaign to sell the bond issue. Although the plans for the campaign were
not completed by June 14, the first steps were taken in the "selling campaign." Two public relations firms were hired and paid out of private
funds to study the education problem and see how the program could be
most effectively presented to Dallas voters. Civic, political, and business
leaders were put to work; a speaker's bureau was established to talk to
garden clubs, PTAs, and civic clubs for the purpose of informing these
groups of the need for the airport. Some fifty leaders led the educational
effort. 29
Furthermore, Joe Hagger was appointed to help mold public opinion.
The combined issues (the capital improvements program and the airport
land question) were presented to the community by Hagger in what soon
became known as the Crossroads Program because leaders believed that
these issues were so vital to the continued growth of Dallas that the city
stood at a crossroads in its history. Of the program itself, Mayor Erik
Jonsson stated that "we have too strong a confirmation in the goals for
Dallas program that if you take it to enough people, they'll go for it. "30
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Jonsson, further asserted that "We're not just going to sit around. We're
working, and a lot 0 f us are goi ng to get out." Jl
The Hagger committee staged a grassroots effort to sell the airport
plan to the voters. The actual need for the airport was explained thoroughly
so the public could make intelligent decisions. An example of inadequate
public education before the first election was the fact that no one made
a speech in Garland before the June 6 election. The new campaign avoided
such oversight. In general. speakers pointed out Love Field's limitations
and took the time to explain that with the larger jets and more people,
Love Field soon would be too small to handle the traffic. The capital that
would be brought into the area also needed explanation for the average
citizen. He needed to be made aware of the new jobs, increased revenue,
and greater value of his property that the new airport would bring. Joe
Hagger's committee tried to show that the whole area would benefit, not
just the few people who customarily used the airport for either business
or pleasure. Each person had to be shown how the airport would benefit
him and his family.l2
Another part of the education campaign was the amassing of details
for public presentation. On June 25, the following breakdown of expenditures of the proposed bond issue was printed in the Dallas Morning News:
Fire protection. , ,
_
_
$ 1,000,000
Library
,
_.. 2,325,000
Parks and recreation facilities
, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7,875,000
Streets
,
_.. 44,323,000
Storm drainage ,
,
_. . . . .. 11,851,000
Civic center
23,900,000
Cultural center
_
_
,
15,000,000
Auditorium expansion
, . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 9,000,000
Neighborhood development
__ . . . . .. 7,400,000
Fair Park ,
_. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,600,000
Airport
, 7,500,000
Waterworks
_
15.226,000
Sanitary sewers
__ . . . . . . . . . . .. 17,000,000

Although the above list was termed tentative, it was indicative of the
amount and kind of details presented to the voters. No one could
legitimately say that Dallasites did not have the opportunity to become
informed on the issues. Even such details as specific streets to be repaired
were included in Hagger's education program.]l
By late July it was hard to estimate the impact of the selling program.
It was apparent, however, that the leadership of Dallas put forth a max-

imum effort to gain the support of the populace. The initial problem of
the June 6 defeat was met, the problem of how to obtain the money for
the airport was met, the debt limit was "juggled." and a public education program was initiated. The Crossroads Committee, the radio stations,
the television stations, and the newspapers all did their part. Each of the
mass media carried programs and advertisements daily in an education
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effort. If the Dallas voter was determined to turn down the funds for an
airport and various city improvements, he was at least going to do so as
an educated voter.
Record numbers of people were expected to vote on August 8. City
Secretary Harold Shank stated that he expected a 75,000 voter turnout.
Absentee ballots indicated of how the voting would proceed, and there
were 2,323 absentee ballots cast. The Crossroads Committee wound up
its campaign the Monday night (August 7) before Tuesday's election with
a television advertisement to encourage Dallasites to vote. Also, on Monday and Tuesday, the Dallas Chamber of Commerce dispatched fortyfive young women to downtown street corners to hand out leaflets with
information concerning the election. H
The results of the election on August 8 were very different from those
of June 6. All propositions on the slate carried by substantial margins.
The $7.5 million proposal for a regional airport carried by a 53,623 to
28,514 margin. B Eric Jonsson called the overwhelming passage of the fourteen proposals one of the city's "great moments." of the 83,000 people
who voted, large majorities favored all items. Support for the election
was strong in every portion of the city with one exception, the Pleasant
Grove area, which turned down every proposal by a fOUf to three margin.
E.O. Cartwright, president of the Dallas Chamber of Commerce, said concerning the victory:
It's a great victory for Dallas. Once again our responsible citizens have
proved that when they know the facts they will always vote for progress. The victory has vast national importance, too, because new
business and industry is attracted to progressive cities, and the
Crossroads program unmistakably labels Dallas as progressive. J6

Mayor Erik Jonsson added:
My greatest joy is that people of all walks of life, regardless of race, color, or creed, exercised their most precious right to vote. I'm even grateful to the people who voted against it, because they were doing what they
believed in, and as long as we have this, America will be strong. 31

When the election results were tallied, the first and most critical phase
of the founding of the Dallas-Fort Worth Interregional Airport passed
into history. Earlier, Fort Worth's voters had approved the project eagerly,
and Dallasites were finally convinced. A facility which would serve North
and East Texas into the twenty-first century would now become a reality. and the continuing growth of the Dallas-Fort Worth region was assured.
NOTES
I

Dallas Times Herald. January to, 1967.

lGeorge Fuerman, ReluClant Empire (Garden City, 1957), pp. 148-150.

l"Dallas, Ft. Worth May Get Together on Airport Plans," Air Travel (July, 1964), p. 60.
'''Dallas, Ft, Worth May Get Together," p. 60.
l"Dallas, Ft. Worth May Get Together," p. 60.
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PAPE~S

CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY IN TEXAS
INTRODUCTORY VOLUME: A REVIEW ESSAY
by J.P. Bryan

Dr. Malcolm McLean has recently concluded Volume XIII in the
seemingly endless volumes about Robertson's Colony, or should it more
properly styled Leftwich's Colony? Leftwich, in selling his contract to the
Texas Association, had them agree that the colony would always bear his
name. Robertson, however, being no respecter of persons except himself,
chose to use his own name and McLean has dutifully followed, as a relative
of Robertson, in using the Robertson Colony designation.
Volume XIII has been presented not as volume XIII but as the introductory volume. While future readers will, no doubt, be confused by
this procedure, they can distinguish it by its red cover. This color was
selected by McLean, he said, in order to capture the mood of the period
during which Leftwich's diary was written. It could better serve as a warning to prospective readers that the introductory volume should more appropriately be numbered XIII. However, readers can take solace in the
fact that this is not going to be a permanent numerical retrograde but was
brought about by the discovery of the Leftwich Diary after McLean was
well into his publication of the Robertson Colony works. Robert Leftwicht as anyone knows who has read the previous twelve volumes (or
various combinations thereof), was the original contractor for the Robertson Colony on behalf of the infamous Texas Association.
Before we investigate volume XIII and the contents of Leftwich's
Diary, a few comments about the book itself.
It is a well established truth that you can't judge a book by its cover,
but there are certainly some judgments that should be made about these
publications. In their normal royal blue color. they stand out quite obviously on the bookshelf, but the same would be true regardless of coloration. They are conspicuous because of their size as anyone who has
had the misfortune to carry the book any distance, like on an extended
business trip or even across the room, will soon become aware of. FUTthermore, they weigh in at fOUT and one half pounds a piece so, in addition to being a handy weapon to ward off would-be muggers, they can
add considerably to the strength of your biceps. Additionally, their size
is such that they are hard to neatly fit into anything but the library of
Goliath and since they are being produced with the rapidity of rabbits,
a collector or historian will soon find himself redesigning shelf space to
accommodate the publication. At four and one half pounds a piece, that
amounts to fifty-eight and one half pounds of information about the
Robertson Colony and events surrounding it development. The thirteenvolume (to date) series already distinguishes itself as being the largest,
J.P. Bryan Jives in Houston, Texas.
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heaviest, and most numerous in all of Texas history. The epitaph for the
publisher should read, "Here lies a man who published the most prodigious, the most ponderous, and the most poundage in all of Texas
history."
In Volume XIII McLean has been faithful to traditions established
in the previous twelve volumes. That is, the work is meticulously researched and studiously footnoted. It is laboriously documented, but without
leaving the reader to flounder on the over-consumption of historical detail,
and is consistently slanderous of the character of Stephen F. Austin.
In his work on the Robertson Colony, McLean has produced what
most assuredly should be recognized as one of the indispensable works
on the colonial settlement of Texas. It reaches far beyond the confines
of that acreage between the Brazos and the San Antonio Road that came
to be known as the Robertson Colony. Volume XIII begins with an introduction about the E.D. Farmer Association which gives scholarships
to prospective students in Texas and Republic of Mexico studies. The information will be important to all past recipients of the award of which
Dr. McLean was one, but will hardly be of interest to non-Farmers.
Leftwich~s Diary was discovered in 1940 and eventually acquired by
the U. T. at Arlington. It has been edited by Dr. McLean as a golden key
in the Robertson Colony project. The diary itself is a straightforward explanation of the historical escapades of the young Leftwich as he proceeds doggedly to secure a Texas land contract for the Texas Association.
It is punctuated by equal measures of his optimism and youthful enthusiasm which allow him to suffer through numerous misfortunes without
being overcome by them. The diary is wisely reproduced at about sixtyfive percent of its actual size and below each page~ the diary is transcribed
for the reader~s benefit. An unfortunate feature is that many of the pages
are unintelligible. Though the reader is not introduced to this fact, it
becomes readily apparent. It is with considerable frustration and sadness
that the reader will note that much of the conclusions of the dairy and
presumably the more mature part of Leftwich's observations of his fortymonths in Mexico City. is unreadable. What a great frustration to be so
near to what Leftwich wrote and yet so far.

In the early parts of the dairy, there is considerable repetition as Leftwich duplicates much of his original observations in subsequent letters
and numerous times his grant application is reproduced in the dairy. In
spite of that, the diary projects an interesting exuberance as Leftwich plays
host to a series of historical characters such as the infamous General
Wilkinson, whom Leftwich grows to loathe; the Emperor Iturbide, for
whom he seems to have no strong feelings; and his roommate for a time
whom he greatly admired, Stephen F. Austin. Above all else, Leftwich
can be praised for his persistence. He stayed firmly at the helm of seeking
his grant for some forty months and suffered the ultimate humiliation
of having the Texas Association and its upright citizens fail to honor his
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drafts drawn on them to fund his expenses while in Mexico City. He wisely
reacted by taking the grant in his own name and later selling his interest
to the unreliable association for $8,000.
The diary is not without its more humorous insights as we frequently
see Leftwich playing the role of wheeler-dealer, such as his attempt to purchase Austin's grant for $100,000 shortly after it had been confirmed by
the new Mexican government, only declining to purchase the next day
Austin's offer to sell him a league of land (4130) in the grant at six cents
an acre. Leftwich maintains that it would have been a conflict of interest
with the other shareholders for him to own any of Austin's land individually. In fact, the real problem was that Leftwich did not have the funds
to conclude either transaction. In addition to his persistence, Leftwich can
not punctuate. While he pursues his claim with an indefatigible spirit, he
writes about it in sentences that run together like a highway interchange.
Dr. McLean has done a superb job of providing background information
on the characters that flow and ebb through Leftwich's life in Mexico City.
The diary itself makes good, though not robust, reading. It offers no profound historical revelations, but does sharpen our insights and perspectives of the people and events that shaped the laws and the beginnings
of the Anglo settlement of Texas.
It would have served Dr. McLean well if he had had Leftwich's diary
in hand before he embarked on his earlier volumes. He might have
modified some of his previous accusations, such as the claim that Ramon
Arispe was a co-conspirator of Austin in an attempt to keep Leftwich from
securing his grant. McLean would not have been influenced by Leftwich's
insights on the subject but at least he would have avoided a historical erTOT, because it is apparent from the reading that rather than working at
cross purposes, Arispe worked assiduously to help Leftwich secure his grant
and did so at the encouragement of Austin. Furthermore, as Arispe's letters show, he considered Leftwich a friend. McLean makes an issue of
Austin paying two doubloons to Arispe to help in the securing of the papers
(probably his grant), hardly a princely sum, and he further suggests that
Leftwich pay him five to six doubloons to assist him with his grant. Since
Ramon Arispe was not an official in the Mexcian government, this might
not be considered a bribe, though this is not to say that Austin or anyone
else dealing with the Mexican government on a consistent basis would be
above offering inducements. However, Stephen F. Austin was certainly not
the father of such a system, as McLean seems to imply, and as Leftwich
points out in his dairy, the golden key to opening doors in the Mexican
government was, in fact, the payment of bribery. The only person who
seems to be surprised about this is McLean himself. If he was not aware
of that system, he must have spent many hours on various border crossings on his numerous trips to Mexico, wondering why everyone else was
speeding through customs while he got his baggage thoroughly examined.
Of course that Austin would pass this information on to Leftwich was
l
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certainly not the assistance you would provide if you wished to frustrate
a competitor from doing business. Leftwich, for his part, so liked the idea
that he escalated the figure to some $] 5,000 that he proposed to pay one
Juan Azcarate rather than Arispe to help in securing his claim and encouraged two other individuals to participate with him in the scheme.
There is also a very interesting contrast between a one dimensional
Stephen F. Austin of Malcolm McLean and the observations of Robert
Leftwich. Leftwich admits consistently to Austin's ability, ingenuity, and
intelligence, and praises his assistance in helping him seek his grant. At
least eight times, Leftwich mentions Austin's generous support and
acknowledges consistently his superior right over all others in getting his
grant approved by the Mexican government. McLean would, no doubt,
pass his office saying that Leftwich was simply being duped by Austin,
but though Leftwich may have had his failings in punctuation, character
perception was not one of his weaknesses as his diary amply demonstrates.
He could immediately see through the duplicity of individuals such as
Wilkinson and others with whom he was dealing in the Mexican government. McLean consistently makes an issue of the fact that Leftwich got
to Mexico City first supposedly under the doctrine of first in time, first
in right. The fact is that Leftwich arrived in Mexico City with no more
right than that which one can carve from ambition. Austin, on the other
hand, came to confirm his father's grant from the Spanish government
which he, himself, had gotten confirmed and the only reason he was not
there well in advance of Leftwich, and those who followed him, is that
he had been waiting on the Colorado River for some three months for
his first colonist who mistakenly had arrived at the Brazos River. Additionally, in footnote 97 McLean continues to perpetuate the proposition
that Austin did not give Hawkins all that he was entitled under their partnership. This suggestion is a total misinterpretation of the legal terms of
the partnership and all the subsequent information that defends Austins'
position that, in granting to the Hawkins' family half the land that he
had acquired in the first colony, amounting to more than 200,000 acres,
he fulfilled his obligation to Hawkins. This act was freely acknowledged
by the executor of Hawkins' estate, Cox, and is readily apparent if one
chooses to read the letters dealing with the subject in the Austin papers.
The prejudice that McLean feels for Austin obviously distorts much of
the historical objectivity in his writings. However, there still remains an
abundance of good history for the reader in all the volumes on the Robertson Colony. Whether it should be the introductory volume or volume XIII,
the reader will be introduced to another volume w~althy in historical insights on the colonial settlement of Texas.
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
This issue, the reader will notice, is considerably larger than previous
issues. This is because the Association is celebrating its twenty-fifth anniversary and the Board of Directors felt it appropriate to do so with a
special issue. The Fall Meeting, scheduled for September 25-26, 1987, will
also call attention to this milestone. This writer must admit that after
assuming editorial duties with the Journal in 1972 that there were moments
when he was not sure whether he or the Journal would last this long. But
here we are, fifteen years later, and so far neither has been able to kill
the other.
How and why did it begin? F. Lee Lawrence, with the assistance of
Dr. Ralph W. Steen, F.I. Tucker, and Dr. C.K. Chamberlain - the first
editor of the Journal - and other charter members, did it because it needed
to be done. As Lawrence stated in the first issue of the Journal, "The
Organization of an association to foster and perpetuate the historical
heritage of our beloved area is the realization of a dream shared by many
East Texas historians." He pointed out that a previous version of the East
Texas Historical Association, founded in 1929, had perished during the
Depression, and although East Texas was the most historic section of the
state, it lacked a regional historical association to provide a channel for
the study of its history. He concluded his remarks with an expression of
hope that East Texas historians' sense of fellowship and enthusiasm would
enable them to maintain an organization to assist in the "preservation
of the fascinating historical heritage of our beloved East Texas."
We are indebted to the leadership of Lawrence, Steen, Tucker, and
Chamberlain, and all the others who have sustained the Association with
their interest, effort. and money for a quarter of a century. We are especially indebted to Stephen F. Austin State University, especially
Presidents Ralph W. Steen and William R. Johnson, for unwavering support the entire time.
So enjoy the Journal, come to the meetings in Nacogdoches and
elsewhere in East Texas in the Spring, and help fulfill the hope - and
the duty - to •'preserve the fascinating historical heritage of our beloved
East Texas."
The Spring 1987 meeting was held in Marshall on February 20-21.
We were hosted by East Texas Baptist University and the Harrison County
Historical Commission. Seth Walton served as program chair and Gail
Beil handled local arrangements. This was our largest Spring meeting to
date, with over 150 members and guests in attendance at one time or
another.
The Fall meeting will be held in Nacogdoches on September 25-26.
We will headquarter at the Ramada Inn. Information on the program
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prepared by Dr. Joe Devine, Stephen F. Austin State University, will be
included with the mailing of our Journal.
Please note that the Board has voted to institute an advanced registration process with the Fall meeting. We urge you to mail in your registration fee, dinner fees. and dues by September 1. This will guarantee you
a plate at the meals, materials relative to the meeting, a fine reception,
two journals for next year, and the good feeling that you are helping fulfill
Lee's dream. Your tickets and registration badge will await your arrival.
This will speed up the registration process and give us a more precise guess
on how many meals to order. Of course, jf you decide you can come at
the last minute, by all means come on - we will do everything possible
to accommodate you at late registration.
The Winthrop College Archives in Rock Hill, South Carolina, has
issued"A Guide to Family History Sources in the Winthrop College Archives," a comprehensive listing of 500 family surnames for which information is available. The guide is available for $6, including postage. To
order, write: Archives, Dacus Library, Winthrop College, Rock Hill, SC
29733.

We are saddened by news of the death of two early leaders of the
Association, Dr. Preston B. Williams and Cooper Kirby Ragan.
Dr. Williams, born in San Marcos, Texas, on June 10, 1918, earned
his bachelor's degree and master's degree from North Texas State University in 1940 and 1941. During World War II he rose to the rank of captain in the U.S. Army and served in France and Germany. Dr. Williams
taught in the Ector Public Schools prior to earning his doctorate at the
University of Texas in 1950. He accepted a position at Lamar University
in Beaumont that year, and taught there until his retirement in 1984. He
served as the first chairman of the Department of History and Government and the first dean of the School of Liberal Arts at Lamar.
Cooper Ragan was born in Newton County in 1905. He was a member
of the law firm of Ragan & Russell. Mr. Ragan served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II as a lieutenant-commander in charge of LST 462
in the 7th Amphibious Force in the South Pacific. He served as president
of the Texas State Historical Association and was a life member of the
East Texas Historical Association. Ragan was a founder of the Houston
Civil War Round Table and the Jefferson Davis Association.
This writer took five courses under Dr. Williams while a student at
Lamar in the 19505, and was the sometime guest of Mr. Ragan at the
Houston Civil War Round Table and in his home in River Oaks in
Houston. Both will be missed but remembered.
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BOOK NOTES

As usual, more books came our way than can be reviewed. We would
like to take notice, however, of the following publications that have come
our way.
First, Reminiscences ofFifty Years in Texas, by 10hn 1. Linn, (State
House Press, P.O. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761; $19.95), has been
reissued. Linn's book remains one of the basic sources of information
on the Texas Revolutionary period. A native of Ireland, Linn came to
Texas in 1829. He opened a warehouse and general store in Victoria and
founded the town of Linnville. He served as alcalde of Victoria, and was
a member of the conventions associated with the Texas Revolution. His
story makes for interesting reading.
The Texas State Historical Association has reissued Texas History
Movies, with an introduction by George B. Ward (Texas State Historical
Association, 2/306 Sid Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712). This
evergreen version of our state's history will be greeted by those who may
have missed previous editions.

The Land Commissioners of Texas, 150 Years of the General Land
Office, by Land Commissioner Gary Mauro with a preface by the
Honorable Ralph Yarborough (General Land Office, 1700 North Congress St., Austin, TX 78701), tells its contents in the title. Herein is a history
of the office and a valuable biographical presentation on each
commissioner.
Donald W. Whisenhunt's Encyclopedia of Texas Colleges and Universities: An Historical Profile (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 23066, Austin, TX
78735; $14.95), is an alphabetical listing of any institution of higher learning in Texas that you can remember. Most entries tell you the where, when,
and why of the institution, if known, and many provide a history of the
school.

Bastrop County Before Statehood, by Kenneth Kesselus (Bastrop Stationers, Drawer Z, Bastrop, TX 78602; $22.00), is important because during the eras covered Bastrop played a key role in the development of Texas
history. According to the preface, it was on the frontier and experienced
bitter Indian fighting, was a part of the Austin grant, and provided key
leaders in the Texas Revolution and in the period of the Republic.
Realms of Beauty: The Wilderness Areas of East Texas, by Edward
C. Fritz with photos by Jess Alford (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box
7819, Austin, TX 78713; $9.95 paper), and The Texas Bluebonnet by Jean
Andrews (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713;
$9.95), are for nature lovers. The former is illustrated handsomely with
color photos and black-and-white drawings, and contains an interesting
narrative. The latter is a tribute to the flower that has become the Lone
Star State's trademark. It also contains beautiful illustrations, and chapters
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on what a bluebonnet is, how to grow them, and their many uses.
Finally, the Texas Highway Cookbook, by Joanne Smith with
foreword by Frank Lively (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819,
Austin, TX 78713), is a book of recipes gleaned from the magazine of
the same name. It is divided into chapters such as Main Dishes: Tex-Mex
... and Mex-Tex; Chili; Beans and Black-Eyes; Salads, Veggies, and Rice;
Bread, Noodles, and Dumplings; Desserts; Other Sweets; Christmas; and
Something Else. You will need to see it to find out what Something ELse
is. I'll tell you this: the illustrations will make you think of the excellent
photography associated with the magazine.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Ancient Texans. Rock Art & Lifeways Along the Lower Pecos. By Harry
J. Shafer. (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, TX 78767),
1987. Photographs. Bibliography, Index. P. 247. $35.00.

Ancient Texans is part of an ambitious program of study l interpretation, and public education about prehistoric Lower Pecos River peoples
undertaken by the Witte Museum of San Antonio, Texas. Released in conjunction with the opening of an exhibit on the rock art and lifeways of
the Lower Pecos, it contributes to fulfilling efforts begun fifty years ago
by the museum's founder, Mrs. Ellen Quillen. Unlike many texts prepared
for museum exhibits, Ancient Texans stands alone as a research
contribution.
Chapter One is a fictionalized account describing the daily life of
aboriginals in the semiarid, rugged limestone canyons of southwestern
Texas during the Archaic period (7500 B.C. to A.D. 1000). Each of the
remaining six chapters is introduced by Shafer, then presents one or more
articles by specialists discussing particular research topics. Three chapters
deal with environment, culture history, and lifeways, and three focus upon
art. The latter provide comparisons of the Lower Pecos with contemporary
hunting and gathering cultures in Africa and Australia, and a discussion
of aboriginal art in relation to shamanism and the supernatural. An
epilogue describes the deteriorating state of the artistic and archeological
legacy of the Lower Pecos region: reservoir inundation, natural weathering, and senseless vandalism. An appendix by Shafer recounts the history
of archeological research in southwestern Texas from about 1930 to 1986.
Nonarcheologists will find Ancient Texans a vivid, well-written interpretation of the unwritten history of nameless peoples who fared well
in a region many modern people perceive to be harsh, desolate, and uninviting. Outstanding photographs by Jim Zintgraff show the stark reality
and unsurpassed beauty of the Lower Pecos. Detailed, accurate, and haunting paintings by artist George Strickland breathe life into forgotten peoples
whose names we will never know.
Archeologists will find a synthesis of prehistoric lifeways seldom
achieved in such graphic detaiL Articles by eight contributors provide summations of material culture, rock art, and environmental reconstruction.
There are puzzling failures to cite relevant excavated sites, bibliographic
omissions inconsistent with text discussions, and in the appendix curious
omission of fully one-third of the archeologists directly involved with
research in the Lower Pecos.
Nevertheless, I find Ancient Texans an excellent contribution to Lower
Pecos research, and recommend it as essential reading for the nonarcheologist and archeologist alike.
Elton R. Prewitt
Austin, Texas

100

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Bones for Barnum Brown. Adventures of a Dinosaur Hunter. By V.
Theodore Schreiber, editor. (Texas Christian University Press, P.O.
Box 30776, Fort Worth, TX 76129), 1985. Photographs. Notes. Index. P. 225. $29.95
Bones for Barnum Brown is truly an adventure as the sub-title indicates; an adventure into museum collecting, and the followup in the
museum laboratory during the days of the "old time" (1930s) collectors.
It is a bit romanticized and glamorized, but perhaps in those days that
was the way it was.

R.T. Bird's account of his adventures is pleasant and easy reading
for both amateur and professional. James O. Farlow's introduction gives
the history of dinosaur hunting as well as explanation of terms and a
geological time chart which notes the formations where certain types of
dinosaurs are found. Farlow's annotations in the back of the book are
a welcome contribution which fill in the gaps in Bird's account, and
presents current thinking on dinosaur taxonomy.
Although Brown participated in most of the expeditions, "R. T ."
became an expert at excavation and supplied many of the fossils for the
American Museum of Natural History, while Brown spent time raising
money for the dinosaur hunts. Harry Sinclair was a benefactor and the
well-known brontosaurus trademark came from one of the Museum's
finds.
The account and method of quarrying the tracks in the Paluxy River
near Glen Rose, Texas, and Bird's interpretation of the tracks makes for
absorbing reading. It is these tracks which Bird put together fourteen years
after quarrying in an exhibition in the American Museum of Natural
History.
This book is an excellent example of what can be done with an individual's "remembrances of things past," when good editing and good
annotations are used.

Kathleen Gilmore
North Texas State University, Denton
Myth, Media, and the Southern Mind. By Stephen A. Smith. (University
of Arkansas Press, Fayetteville, 72701), 1985. Bibliography. Index.
P.207.
This crisply factual volume analyzes Southern verbal and visual media.
Ample ink is used. Yet it is a marvel of compression. Its complete absence
of sexist language is thoroughly admirable.
Smith details how Southerners conducted themselves in awesome
twentieth century changes. Media constantly battled myth. A people so
conscious of home and roots grappled with form and forum. For example. Southerners enjoy sports. Regional athletic credentials historically are
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impressive. Equally long is the illiteracy heritage. Many weak students have
been star athletes. In such a rural realm, athletics were literally "the only
game in town." "Can't pass, can't play" rules now generate angry new
battlegrounds for sports enthusiasts.
Armed with fifty pages of documentation, Smith dissects "mythic
distinctiveness." His segments on television (as national "leveller") and
chapters on myth are masterful. Perceptive concise quotations (especially
on race and women) enhance every page.
Smith examines less skillfully the woeful misunderstanding of image
by the Carter Administration. The area with most to gain from a Carter
success suffered most from a perceived Carter failure. The president constructed no Southern base. An Alabama state government Democrat told
a national magazine on 1980 election eve, "We haven't heard one word
from the White House in three years." Native-born felt solidly snubbed
by native-son. They registered their rage that November.
In the film "Hurry Sundown," an actor remarks "Take care of the
land, and it will take care of you." The South deeply nurtured and shaped
millions of us now far away. Her impact upon us remains significant.
Clearly, Steve Smith is a friendly witness to that land.
Staley Hitchcock
Union Theological Seminary

Santa Anna. Prisoner of War in Texas. By Ken Durham. (The Wright
Press, P.O. Box 94, Paris, TX 75460), 1986. Maps. Photographs.
Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. P. 115. $13.95 Hardback; $9.95
Softcover.
In this work the author traced the events surrounding the capture of
Santa Anna by Sam Houston's army. The disposition of the dictator
became one of the first problems faced by the infant Republic of Texas.
Unfortunately, this book does not adequately address these important
issues. His view of the problems in Texas was excessively pro-Anglo.
Similarly, his brief narratives of Mexican history were superficial and often
inaccurate. For example, he claimed that in " ... 1821 the Mexican Catholic
Church initiated the Mexican Revolution ... " (p. 1) and he defined Mexican creoles as " ... those of mixed French or Spanish and Negro descent."
(p. 2). Errors such as Cordoba as "Cordaba,H Zacatecas as "Zacateras,"
Nunez as "Nunuz," Jose Corro as "Justo Corro," and missing accents
indicated a lack of attention to detail in Mexican history. Poor quality
pictures without sources combined with a weak summation made this book
a disappointment.
Richard Bailey
San Jacinto College North
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Dream of Empire. A Human History of the Republic of Texas, 1836-1846.
By John Edward Weems. (Texas Christian University Press, P.O. Box
30783, Fort Worth, Texas), 1986. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 363.
$10.95 Paper.
Those who missed the publication in 1971 of lohn Weems' impressionistic study of the Texas Republic, Dream of Empire, can thank the
Texas Christian University Press for reissuing this fine work as volume
fOUf in its Chisholm Trail Series of reprints. While one can get a fuller
political picture from Stanley Siegel's A Political History of the Texas
Republic and a more detailed (and humorous) view of the social scene
from William Ransom Hogan's The Texas Republic, Weems' book packs
more human drama and catches the essence of the Republic in a more
exciting form.
Ably assisted in his research by his wife. Jane, Weems has woven
an artful narrative of the trials and fortunes of the Lone Star Republic
by telling the story through the eyes and pens of twelve participants, none
of whom are major figures. Regretably, none of his reporters are Hispanic
or black, but two, Mary Maverick and thrice-married Harriet Moore Page
Potter Ames, do provide the woman's view.
One comes away from this absorbing narrative with several strong
impressions. One is that life in the Republic was very chancy indeed, with
threats of Indian massacres, Mexican invasions, outlawry, illness, and
economic ruin hanging over the heads of most inhabitants. One is impressed also how precarious the very existence of the flimsy Republic was.
with its inept government, its vicious factionalism, its undisciplined defense
forces, and its bankrupt treasury. That it survived long enough to be annexed to the United States can be attributed more to the character and
grit of unsung heroes, male and female, such as portrayed here, than to
the questionable skills of its leaders, even Sam Houston.
A delightful foreward by Joe Frantz introduces this fine volume of
"Human History."
Edward Hake Phillips
Sherman, Texas

Captain Bill McDonald, Texas Ranger. By Albert Bigelow Paine. (State
House Press, P.O. Box 15427, Austin, TX 78761), 1986. Illustrations.
Appendices. Index. P. 454.
Texas Indian Fighters. By A.J. Sowell. (State House Press, P.O. Box
15427, Austin, TX 78761). 1986. Photographs. Index. P. 861. $29.95
These two books are among the historic volumes published by State
House Press during the Texas Sesquicentennial. One of these volumes
details the vicious warfare between white settlers and Indians, and the other
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romanticizes the exploits of a noted lawman during the last period of fron~
tier disorder and outlawry.
Captain Bill McDonald. Texas Ranger was written by Albert Bigelow
Paine and first published in 1909. Paine worked closely with McDonald
and keenly admired the famous law officer. Indeed, McDonald enjoyed
a notable career. Born in Mississippi in 1852, he came to East Texas (East
Texans are referred to as "sand-Iappers") as a young man, spent a few
years as a merchant, then, attracted by bounties posted on Texas'
numerous lawbreakers, he became a highly successful manhunter. He
served as a deputy sheriff, special ranger, deputy U.S. marshal. as a captain of Texas Rangers from 1891 until 1907, and as state revenue agent.
An expert marksman with an uncanny skill at disarming gunmen, Captain McDonald broke up several outlaw gangs and was assigned to the
most notorious crimes and trouble spots of the era. Although McDonald
was a formidable man of great courage - he was the source of the "one
riot, one Ranger" legend - Paine unabashedly portrays him as the master
of every situation, unfailingly dominent over dangerous criminals and
prominent state officials alike. Paine rarely provides dates or other significant historical information, and he invents absurd, stilted dialogue ("Dadslap it, that sorter makes me ashamed of myself" - a supposed quote
from McDonald, p. 113), throughout the book. Paine's florid, laudatory
biography merely whets the appetite for an objective, precise account of
McDonald's adventurous life.
Far more satisfactory and informative is Texas Indian Fighers, a facsimile reproduction of A.J. Sowell's Early Settlers and Indian Fighers of
the Southwest, originally published in 1900. A native Texan born in 1848,
Sowell campaigned against Indians as a Texas Ranger in 1870-71.
Fascinated by the Indian wars which troubled the Texas frontier for
decades, Sowell concentrated on the subject in a number of books, including Life of Big Foot Wallace (1899). Sowell interviewed scores of
pioneers, meticulously chronicling their reminiscences of raids, tortures,
and battles in straightforward prose. Texas Indian Fighters boasts 844
pages packed with hair-raising details of hundreds of bloody clashes between warriors and Texas pioneers, along with occasional accounts of the
Texas Revolution, the Mexican War, and the Civil War. Crammed with
vivid details of wounds, weaponry. fights. and desperate flights, Texas
Indian Fighters contains a treasury of harsh reminders of the long struggle for Texas between Indians and white men. It will make a valuable addition to any collection of Texana.

Bill O'Neal
Panola Junior College

104

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

To The Halls Of The Montezumas. The Mexican War in the American
Imagination. By Robert W. Johannsen. (Oxford University Press,
200 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 1(016), 1985. Illustrations.
Notes. Index. P. 363. $25.00
"What a country to dream in!"
This enthusiastic expression of admiration came from the pen of one
of the American invaders of Mexico in 1847. The Mexican-American War
was the United States' first foreign war and American soldiers were
awestruck at the exotic scenery and customs of Mexico. A stream of articles and letters flowed back to the United States vividly describing cock
fights, fandangoes, and bull rings. Soldiers returned home with Mexican
war brides in tow and cigaritos dangling from their lips. In the United
States readers avidly devoured everything printed about the combat and
the travel discoveries.
Robert W. Johannsen, history professor at the University of Illinois,
just as avidly has devoured these accounts - in contemporary newspapers,
popular magazines, books, and letter collections - and provides a brilliant
interpretation of the response of Americans to the Mexican War. To The
Halls Of The Montezumas is a panoramic cultural history of the United
States at mid-century, a young, vigorous republic still in search of a sense
of identity. Johannsen perceptively explores the romantic, chivalrous
American attitude toward war. the literature and popular arts of the period,
and the new heroes who marched onto the national stage just as the Revolutionary generation vanished. Rich in insight and detail, To The Halls Of
The Montezumas is indispensable to understanding the United States and
its people during a crucial and exciting period of development.
Bill O'Neal
Panola Junior College

Unlikely Warriors: General Benjamin Grierson and His Family. By
William H. Leckie and Shirley A. Leckie. (University of Oklahoma
Press~ 1005 Asp Avenue, Norman, OK 73019), 1984. Bibliography.
Illustrations. Index. Maps. Notes. P. 368. $19.95.
On April 17, 1863, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson, commanding a
column of federal cavalry, began his famous raid through central Mississippi. When his successful operation was reported to the North, Grierson
became a national hero to a people frustrated by military reverses.
Strategically, his raid supplied General U.S. Grant with valuable intelligence information needed in the Big Black River campaign. To the
casual Civil War historian, this is about all that Grierson is remembered
for. This, despite the fact that the movie "The Horse Soldiers", a John
Wayne North-South Western, was loosely based on this episode.
The authors of Unlikely Warriors have compiled an exhaustive
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biography that thoroughly rounds out Grierson's illustrious life. Indeed,
the book convinces the reader that his famous raid was but one success
in a lifetime of many valuable services rendered to the government. Civil
War buffs will appreciate the authors' coverage of federal military problems and operations in the oft-neglected theater of southern Tennessee
and northern Mississippi. The authors' love of their subject may have caused them to dismiss a bit too casually the successes of Grierson's Confederate antagonists, namely Earl Van Dom and Bedford Forrest. Certainly Grierson's superior, General Philip H. Sheridan, is clearly identified
as Grierson's nemesis. The ill-feeling between Sheridan and Grierson would
carryover into peacetime military politics.
Grierson was one of the few fortunate officers to secure a command
in the regular peacetime army. He was assigned to command the Tenth
United States Cavalry Regiment, an all-black unit officered by whites. At
a time when general public prejudices were skeptical of the proficiency
of such an organization, Grierson retained a high respect for and confidence in his troops. His black troopers repaid his faith in them by making the Tenth one of the finest frontier regiments in service. They earned
the grudging respect of the plains Indians who referred to the black
troopers as "buffalo soldiers."
Colonel Grierson's humanitarian views about the Indians eroded badly under the realities of government bureaurocracy as well as the frustrations of trying to determine the guilty parties among Indian depredators.
Indian agents, Quakers, and eastern humanitarians were constantly pressuring Army commanders to be lenient on Indian culprits who were, in
many cases, guilty of the most hideous crimes. Grierson developed a
general retaliatory attitude about entire tribes as a means of punishment
although he never carried this into effect.
The book is as much a family history, which covers the trials and
hardships of the Griersons and their near-relatives, as it is a military
biography. The Leckies have done an outstanding job in presenting the
total perspective encompassing the life of General Benjamin Grierson.
Robert W. Glover
Tyler Junior College

Seven Pines. Its Occupants And Their Letters, 1825-1872. By Camilla
Davis Trammell. (Southern Methodist University Press, Dallas, Texas
75275), 1986. Photographs. Index. P. 289. $17.95.
One step ahead of the law, Augustine Blackburn Hardin, accompanied by a single slave, entered Texas in 1825. Several brothers later
followed young Blackburn, settling along the Trinity River in the
Atascocito District, where they built a home called Seven Pines. Through
its doors came members of three families - the Hardins, the BerwickO'Briens, and the Davies - who held positions of local authority from
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Mexican, Republic, state, and federal governments.
In the present volume, Camilla Davis Trammell, a descendant of the
families involved, lovingly traces the history of Texas through their eyes
from 1825 to 1872. Genealogists will find the book a veritable treasuretrove of information and photographs about a number of nineteenth century Texans. Historians, while wary of the steadfastly pro-Texan, proSouthern nature of the text, should find the many letters reprinted here
to be of value in studying life in southeastern Texas and southwestern Louisiana. Particularly intriguing are those which discuss treatment of slaves,
the Civil War, and Reconstruction. The book should also alert genealogists
and scholars alike to the valuable collections at the Sam Houston Regional
Library. where many of the letters printed and referred to in the present
text have been collected.
Robert Wooster
Corpus Christi State University

Galveston: A History. By David McComb. (University of Texas Press,
P.O. Box 7819, Austin, Texas 78713), 1986. Photographs. Illustrations. Index. Bibliography. P. 267. $28.50.
One of the best volumes on the history of Galveston is now available
from the University of Texas Press. Written by David McComb, this book
will be of interest to all who have visited the island's historical attractions,
some of which were owned and inhabited by the town's three seignorial
families - Moody, Kempner, and Sealy.
McComb's work is long overdue. There are earlier histories of the
city, but this study puts everything in its proper perspective - including
a solid chapter on the era when Galveston gambled gauche and gaudy.
The author presents his research in a fresh, knowledgeable style that
is easy to read and comprehend. His facts are well supported by documents
held by the Rosenberg Library and from interviews conducted with contemporary experts on the island's history or on tapes.
Of particular interest is the author's interpretation of why Galveston
never really expanded or grew in population when compared to cities
located in the interior of the state. A complex situation, McComb unravels
the mystery well.
One case in point. While other cities devoted energy to various civic
improvements, Galveston concentrated its tax dollars on protecting itself
from the Gulf of Mexico - including a seawall and grade raising project.
And, although the waH was completed in 1904, subsequent hurricanes and
extensive beach erosion have kept its citizens aware the fight is far from
over.
Galveston is also unique in that much of its destiny was controlled
by three major families who controlled the town's banking and insurance
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interests and its port-related economy. A fourth operated the illegal attractions, including gambling and a flourishing red light district, that thrived well into the 19508. McComb describes how these same families often
vied at the ballot box for political control of the city's future.
Each city has its own unique history, and Galveston is no exception.
And if you have enjoyed any of Galveston's more recent attractions, such
as Dickens on the Strand or the annual summer Rainbow Festival, you
will certainly enjoy McComb's study of the city's rich and interesting
history.
Maury Darst
Galveston College

How Fort Worth Became the Texasmost City, 1849-1920. By Leonard
Sanders. (Texas Christian University Press, P.O. Box 30783, Fort
Worth, TX 76129), 1986. Photographs. Notes on Sources.
Bibliography. Index. P. 201. $29.95
In How Fort Worth Became the Texasmost City, 1849~1920 Leonard
Sanders, a Fort Worth novelist, has emphasized the Usignificant and colorful events" which helped produce Fort Worth's "individuality." He
has in this new edition of the first publication of 1973 accomplished his
objectives. Along with photographs and captions by Ron Tyler, Director
of the Texas State Historical Association, Sanders has covered the beginnings of the fort, the growth of the meat packing business, and the development of the city as a center of the oil industry. He also has explained how
each change made a significant impact on the destiny of Fort Worth during this eighty-year period.
Although presenting an interesting part of Fort Worth's history, the
book has both strengths and weaknesses. The narrative is at times choppy
which is distracting. Even so, this book is a valuable addition for those
who are collectors of local history because Sanders has provided a detailed, factual account and Tyler has included rare photographs of Fort
Worth.
Janet Schmelzer
Tarleton State University
The Corner of Main and Texas. A Houston Lega.cy. By Marie Phelps
McAshan, edited by Mary Jo Bell. (Gulf Publishing Co.~ P.O. Box
2608, Houston, TX 77(01), 1985. Photographs. Bibliography. Index.
P.248.

This is a dilettantish history written for the benefit of Buffalo Bayou
Park and the Texas Museum of History and Technology. It is filled with
partial information about events, exaggerated facts, genealogy,
reminiscences, and bias for the wealthy people of the city. There is precious
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little about the problems of Houston - pollution, crime, public education, transportation systems, and racial difficulties. These also, unfortunately, are part of the Houston legacy. Clio would have been better
served by Mrs. McAshan if she had confined her observations to what
she knows best - Houston high society.
David McComb
Colorado State University

Ghost Towns of Texas. By T. Lindsay Baker. (The University of Oklahoma
Press, Norman, Oklahoma 73013), 1986. Photographs. Maps. Index.
P. 196. Hardbound.
Few subjects arouse our historical senses as much as ghost towns. Like
their ethereal namesakes, they whisper a summons from the past, offering
rare glimpses at the towns and settlements we left in the midsts of history.

T. Lindsay Baker's Ghost Towns of Texas, which deals with eightyeight of the "best" ghost towns in his native state, is the fifth in a series
of Southwestern ghost town anthologies published by the University of
Oklahoma Press. The four other books dealt with Oklahoma, Colorado,
New Mexico, and Arizona.
Baker's collection includes a number of Texas' best-known ghost
towns, such as Thurber, New Birmingham, and Indianola, as well as an
interesting list of lesser-known towns and settlements, such as Praha,
Doole, and Calf Creek.
Baker, curator of agriculture and technology at the Panhandle-Plains
Museum at Canyon, drove some 25.000 miles and visited about 300 sites ranging from virtually intact but empty structures to forgotten sites in bare fields.
His descriptions of the eighty-eight ghosts offer an interesting look
at each town's history, its past significance, and the reasons for its demise.
The book is also amply illustrated with photographs and maps. A large
Texas map, coupled with locations on how to reach each ghost town,
makes it easy for visitors to enjoy the fruits of Baker's labors.
If the book has any deficiency, it is the lack of sufficient attention
to the sawmill and logging towns of early East Texas. Only three such
towns - Fastrill, Haslam, and Manning - are covered in the book, and
they are only a fraction of the hundreds of towns that were spawned and
later cast aside by the old "cut-out and get out" logging boom during
the early part of this century.

Baker, however, has produced a worthwhile contribution to the rich
history and legacy of our forgotten communities. It is a book that belongs
on the shelves of any historian interested in ghost towns.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas
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Landmarks of Texas Architecture. By Lawrence W. Speck and Richard
Payne. (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713),
1986. Photographs. P. 115. $29.95.
Landmarks of Tex.as Architecture is a coffee-table book with a bad
conscience. It consists of images of twenty-four buildings and groups of
buildings by the Houston photographer Richard Payne. These represent
the most outstanding works of architecture in the state, in the judgment
of a panel of architects and historians assembled by the Texas Society of
Architects in 1983. Accompanying the images is a text by the Austin architect Lawrence W. Speck, Roland G. Roessner Professor of Architecture at The University of Texas at Austin and director of the university's
Center for the Study of American Architecture.
The fundamental shortcoming of the book is that it fails to explicate
the reasons why these twenty-four buildings are exemplary. The panel's
choice of eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings is unexceptionable
(the missions of San Antonio, the Governor's Mansion, the Texas Capitol,
and three buildings - one a county courthouse - by Texas's two foremost
Victorian architects, N.J. Clayton of Galveston and J. Riely Gordon of
San Antonio.) There are no buildings from East Texas included. But the
twentieth-century buildings chosen require an interpretive analysis to make
their singularities, as well as their underlying connections, evident. Instead
Speck offers the reader capsule histories of the buildings' design and construction, with little interpretation, minimal documentation, and just
enough careless factual errors - and more than enough misspelled proper names - to inspire distrust. Speck departs from this formula only
once - his profile of the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth - to provide an architecturally informed account of the experience of the building.
His observations are sound, telling, and persuasive. One is at no loss to
understand why this particular building is an architectural landmark.
Stephen Fox
Houston, Texas

Nature's Forms/Nature's Forces. The Art of Alexandre Hogue. By Lea
Rosson DeLong. (The University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp
Avenue, Norman, OK 73019), 1984. Color Plates. Illustrations. P.
211. $19.95.

The Art and Life of W. Herbert Dunton, 1878-1936. By Julie Schimmel.
(University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713), 1984.
Photographs. Bibliography. Index. P. 268. $24.95.
Western and regional art is experiencing vast popularity. Crowding
the stage for limelight with Remington and Russell are many artists who
are being rediscovered by a new generation. Included in this group are
Alexandre Hogue and W. Herbert Dunton, both with Texas connections.
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DeLong's Nature's Forms/Nature's Forces is a biographical sketch
of Hogue and a catalogue of his works. Accompanying a traveling exhibition by the same title, the book reintroduces and reevaluates Hogue
within the context of twentieth-century American art.
Hogue draws deep from his own experience with nature. While his
interpretive styles during his career took a cyclical journey, from realism
to "psychoreality,' to abstract, to contemporary realism, his singular theme
has been nature. Whether he is interpreting the dust bowl of the 1930s,
the oil industry, the atom, or the Big Bend landscapes, Hogue has explored
man's relationship with the earth and nature's reaction to man. His association with the Dallas Group has given importance to Texas regionalism.
Schimmel's study of Dunton documents a conservative twentiethcentury artist and is based upon a large collection at the Stark Museum
in Orange, Texas. Originally an illustrator, Dunton moved to Taos and
is known for his paintings of Anglo subjects and wildlife. His work is
highly romantic; the West he pictured, a natural life dedicated to moral
and spiritual regeneration, was gone. Schimmel interprets Dunton's career
in the tradition of other artists who recorded the West. Mostly self-taught,
Dunton's earlier works were in an academic style, but by the 1930s his
painting was distinguished by his concern for design and decorative patterns as influenced by post-impressionism.
Both books contain lengthy informative references and listings of
known works and exhibition schedules. They are copiously illustrated,
some in color, each with identifying explanations. The books are beautifully designed and, for Western art lovers, they are a must.
Thomas H. Smith
Dallas County Heritage Society

Hill County Trilogy. By Harold B. Simpson. (Hill Junior College Press,
Hillsboro, TX), 1986. Photographs. Index. Bibliography. P. 121.
$15.00 Paper; $19.95 Hardback.
Vietnam was not the first time military commanders were done in
by their men. On September 6, 1853, Dr. Josephus M. Steiner, the post
surgeon, shot and killed Major Ripley A. Arnold, his post commander,
in what was afterward called "the Fort Graham Affair." The gunfight
occurred after Steiner had Arnold investigated for a Questionable horse
deal and Arnold had Steiner arrested for his part in a drunken brawl.
Steiner was later "rescued" before the military tried him, and he was acquitted of local charges on the plea of self defense, thanks to very able
Richard Coke.
Part Two is the census of 1860 for Hill County. Schedule 1 shows
2,996 free inhabitants listed by name, state of birth, age, occupation, value
of personal and real property, and residence. Schedule 2 lists 656 slaves
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by their ownerts name, community, and occupation.
Part Three narrates the history of the Old Settlers and Confederate
Veterans Reunion Grounds at Hillsboro. It is followed by a roster of the
Confederate Veterans living in Hill County from 1865 to 1925.
Simpson's Sesquicentennial county trilogy is well done and of interest
to family, local, and Texas history. The quality of the work shows in an
attractive book, interesting endnotes, and abundant illustrations.
William R. Enger
Trinity Valley Community College
Backroads of Texas. By Ed Syers. (Gulf Publishing Co., P.O. Box 2608,
Houston, TX 77001),1979. Maps. Photographs. Index. P. 156. $9.95.
The author's love of Texas and Texans is evident in Backroads of

Texas, a guide that divides the state in four geographic regions. Following
highway routes that crisscross each region, he tells as many good tales
about each community along the way as space allows, and he alludes to
stories that prick the reader's imagination.
It's obvious from his descriptions that he has traveled most every
backroad in the state. He advises travelers of local festivals and suggests
checking with Chambers of Commerce for tour routes and county travel
guides, good advice since he only mentions locales of interest and in a
few instances makes errors, such as in Round Rock (p. 73), where he places
sites on the wrong side of 1-35 and confuses historic old Brushy Creek
with a river.
This guide will serve as a handy beginning for travelers wishing to
explore Texas backroads.
Myra Hargrave McIlvain
Cedar Park. Texas
The Loblolly Book II. Edited by Thad Sitton and Lincoln King. (Texas
Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, Texas 78767). Paper. P. 228,
Photographs.
Publishing, like movie-making, sometimes operates on the theory that
one good book deserves a sequel. So it is with The Loblolly Book II.
And in this case, the sequel is just as good as the original.
Thad Sitton of Austin and Lincoln King of Carthage put together
their first Loblolly book - a collection of folklore ways in rural East Texas
- in 1983 as a means of broadening exposure to the research of King's
small history classes at Gary High School in Panola County.
They took most of their material from back issues of a Gary student
publication called LoblollYt the earliest of the Texas cultural journalism
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projects. The result was a delightful collection of articles dealing with the
all-but-forgotten cultural heritage of our older citizens.
Following Texas Monthly Press' publication of the first anthology,
King's high school students were challenged to produce a sequel in a year
and a half.
They did their job superbly. Their efforts produced in The Loblolly
Book II such chapters as Syrup Making, Moonshiners and Bootleggers,
The Hanging of Dan Shields, and Box Suppers - all drawn from the
fragile but rich memories and recollections of grandparents, grandaunts
and granduncles, neighbors, and community historians.
As a collector of East Texas idioms and expressions, I was drawn
to the chapter dealing with country proverbs, and was struck by a saying,
"Memory is the watchman of the brain."
Thank goodness that the older people of East Texas have left us with
some viable guardians.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas

Oil Booms: Social Change in Five Texas Towns. By Roger M. Olien and
Diana Davids Olien. (University of Nebraska Press, 901 N. 17th Lincoln, NE 68588), 1982. Photographs. Appendices. Notes.
Bibliographic Notes. Index. P. 220. $18.50.
Oil Booms is neither an exhaustive nor a definitive study of general
oil boom history, but it is an excellent analysis of the long-range impact
of the petroleum industry on five similiar, but distinctly different West
Texas communities. As residents of the Midland-Odessa complex, one of
the most sophisticated oil centers in the nation, the Oliens have taken advantage of the relatively recent history of the Permian Basin field, and
in fact drew heavily upon the experiences of those involved in one of the
nation's last booms, the 1949-50 Snyder story. Through scores of oral interviews and the use of local records, the authors define the impact of
booms on Midland, Odessa, Snyder, Wink, and McCamey. Even though
the five towns experienced booms of different sizes, time periods, intensity, and duration. they all shared the common problems of crime, housing, and public service and education shortages.
The Oliens' assessment of the impact of the boom is carefully couched in optimistic terms. Dismissing the stereotype of the violent, rip-roaring,
booming communities that brought instant riches to some and hardships
to others, the authors indicate that typical characteristics of boom towns,
such as makeshift housing and crime, were elements to be expected.
Makeshift housing was the norm; crime was associated with those who
dabbled in alcohol and gambling, and those who did not usually were undisturbed. The Permian Basin communities generally were able to respond
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to the demands placed upon them. thanks in a large part to the oil revenues
produced by the booms. "Though oil development brought pressing community problems, it also contributed both material and human resources
for their solution" (p. 85). Moreover, oil booms brought economic promise, especially to those "who wanted work in its scope; women and
members of a racial and ethnic minority groups did not often find work
in the oil fields themselves, but they found a myriad of other job opportunities in the bustling boomtowns" (p. 170).
The aliens conclude that each boom generally was a positive influence
on the communities impacted and served as a springboard for men and
women who would have been otherwise confined to the drudgery of farm
life. "The vast majority of those who came to oil boom towns were
speculating on their own futures and those of their families. For them
oil booms did not mean social chaos: oil booms meant personal economic
gain" (p. 171). There is no doubt that, for those who stayed in the Permian Basin and those who became subjects of alien interviews, life was
better. But perhaps we will never know the outcome of those who passed
through the booms and drifted on.
A concluding critical bibliographic essay serves as an excellent overview of oil boom literature.

David J. Murrah
Texas Tech University

Land, Oil, and Education. By Berte R. Haigh. (Texas Western Press, UTEI Paso, EI Paso, TX 79968-0633), 1986. Photographs. Notes. Appendices. Index. P. 351. $36.00.
Thurber, Texas. The Life and Death of a Company Coal Town. By John
S. Spratt, Sf. Edited by Harwood P. Hinton. (The University of Texas
Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713), 1986. Photographs.
References. Index. P. 138. $22.50.
At a time when the Permanent University Fund has come under
legislative scrutiny, Berte R. Haigh, formerly of the University Lands Office, has published his detailed account of one of the largest educational
endowments in the country. In Land, Oil, and Education, Haigh has provided " a compilation of historical, legal, reference, and statistical data"
to explain the complex subject of the University Lands and the Permanent University Fund. (p. iii) Having divided the book into three periods
- the acquisition of the original Fifty Leagues, the management of additional grants in 1876 and 1883, and the leasing of mineral rights under
the lands - he has put together a plethora of documentation including
entire texts of state laws, correspondence of university regents, state
legislators and governors, and reports of various state agencies. All of
this information, when carefully read and studied, has begun to untangle
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the origin and administration of University Lands.
In Thurber, Texas: The Life and Death of a Company Coal Town
John S. Spratt, Sr., author of Road to SpindJetop: Economic Change in
Texas, 1875-1901, has chronicled "a memorable nostalgia trip" (p. xvi),
as noted by editor Harwood P. Hinton, of the day-to-day occurrences
in Thurber and Mingus which in many ways have "represented a pattern
throughout Texas" (pp. xx-xxi). Although focusing on the dramatic
changes in both towns when the local coal-mining industry was broken
by the discovery of oil, Spratt, with great care for detail, has described
how the common folk lived in small, rural Texas communities. For instance, he has catalogued the many items such as coffee, lard, cloth,
licorice, and cigars that were stacked on the shelves of the local drugstore
or grocery store. Likewise, he has drawn vivid pictures of such traditional
preparations as making the pumpkin pie and the turkey dressing for
Christmas and other holiday family gatherings.
Both Thurber, Texas and Land, Oil, and Education are worthy additions to the histories of Texas life. Each book represents a wealth of
information and pages of enjoyable reading - Spratt recounting a valuable
social history and Haigh supplying a voluminous land policy documentary.
Janet Schmelzer
Tarleton State University

The Governor's Mansion of Texas. A Historical Tour. By Friends of the
Governor's Mansion. (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819,
Austin, TX 78713), 1986. Photographs. Bibliography. Index. P. 156.
$24.95.

Friends of the Governor's Mansion, established in 1979 as a non-profit
corporation to support and preserve the Governor's Mansion of Texas,
published The Governor's Mansion of Texas: A Historical Tour for visitors
to the Mansion and persons interested in the building's history.
The book is divided into three parts. "A Tour of the Governor's Mansion" provides the reader with a room-by-room tour enhanced with more
than 120 color and eighty black and white iHustrations. "The Restoration" details the extensive changes made during the administration of
Governor William P. Clements. "A Historic Perspective" gives the history
of the Mansion, an architect's view. a description of the Mansion's
grounds, and sketches of people who occupied the home. The book includes a list of the first families and terms in office, along with a
bibliography and an index.
The magnificent color photographs of the present-day Mansion as
well as the interesting earlier black-and-white photographs provide a
valuable history of one of Texas' most famous homes. Unfortunately,
several major errors do stand out. L.R. Ross was not the only governor
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to have a college named in his honor (p. 113), and Mrs. Ferguson was
not the first woman in the United States ever elected governor (p. 124).
And did 20,000 (p. 96) or 25,000 (p. 137) guests attend Molly O'Daniel's
wedding? These and some other errors need to be corrected when the
publication is reprinted.
Dorman H. Winfrey
Texas State Library

Bur Also Good Business. By Walter L. Buenger and Joseph A. Pratt.
(Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College StatioD, TX 77843),
1986. Photographs. Appendices. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 450.
$29.50.

This is a business history of the Texas Commerce Banks and their
relationship to the financing of Houston and the state from 1886 to 1986.
The emphasis is upon company change, the effect of banking regulations,
the economic history of Houston, and the changing strength of the banks
compared to the rest of the nation. The history confirms the old notion
that the Great Depression struck Houston only a glancing blow, that no
banks failed in the city at that time, that World War II was the great
catalyst for Texas industry, and that the petroleum and cotton businesses
were historically the most important for the area. What Buenger and Pratt
add to these notions is inside information from interviews and company
records to reveal bank policies and the history of the leadership. Sprinkled through the narrative like raisins in a bowl of dry cereal are biographical
sketches of important men and events. There are lists of directors and
short biographies of bank leaders at the end of the book.
You need a taste for this kind of history. There is little social information here concerning blacks, Hispanics, or women. Nor is there much
in the way of middle management technique. The authors, for example,
mention the coming of computers to the industry, but not the details of
when, what kind, where t and how. Still, this is a very worthwhile book.
There is a wealth of rare material about the banking industry, a good summary of changing economic conditions in Texas, and helpful information
about Houston business leaders. The printing is faded in parts of my copy,
which is rare for a Texas A&M book, and the authors probably wish they
could have carried their narrative for just another six months. At the end
of 1986, just beyond the closing of their research, under the impact of
the oil and real estate depression which terminated twenty-three Texas
banks, according to The Economist (December-January, 1986-87), Texas
Commerce merged with New York's Chemical Bank to become the fourth
largest in the country_ That event provides a strong conclusion to the story_
David McComb
Colorado State University
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Bidness. The Booms & Busts of. the Texas Economy. Joseph Nocera,
Editor. (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin~ TX 78767),
1986. P. 345. $12.95 paper.
Much has been written and said about the "wheeler-dealer spirit"
of Texas and Texans, and this has been reinforced over the years on the
silver screen and on the nightly TV fare. The ultimate coronation of this
wheeler-dealer spirit probably occurred in John Bainbridge's 1961 book
appropriately titled The Super-Americans.
The myth of the wheeler-dealer spirit will probably live on. However,
this book would appear to drive several nails in the coffin and come close
to serving as the obituary notice for that celebrated specie. The central
thesis of this collection of articles dealing with Texas businessmen is that
the old wheeler-dealer ways no longer work. Texas has changed and the
successful entreprenuers are those who recognize the vast changes. Texas
is now part of the national economy and the national culture.
Some fifteen case studies drawn from Texas Monthly are presented.
The success stories represent those who adopted modern methods, adapted
to change, and helped their state become more a part of the national
culture. The failures were those who ignored changes, held to old ways,
and maintained parochial attitudes.
OUT

This is an entertaining and instructive book. It tells us much about
state and state of mind.
Charles W. Brown
Stephen F. Austin State University

Rebuilding the Pulp and Paper Workers' Union. 1933-1941. By Robert
H. Zieger. (The University of Tennessee Press, Knoxville, TX
37996-0325), 1984. Photographs. Bibliographical Essay. Index. P.
242.
In recent years traditional "labor" history, with its emphasis upon
unionized workers and their institutions, has been somewhat ignored by
young scholars who are practitioners of the "new labor history" or "working class history" which attempts to go beyond unions and their members
and examine the totality of the worker's experience in the home, the community, the ethnic group, and the church, as well as in the workplace.
Zieger's work is somewhat difficult to categorize, for while he does examine the ethnic and religious backgrounds and attitudes of workers in
the pulp and paper industry of the 1930s and early 19408, his primary emphasis is upon their union, the International Brotherhood of Pulp,
Sulphite, and Paper Mill Workers, and their leaders, particularly PresidentSecretary John P. Burke. However. the book is not really representative
of the older "labor history," for most of the studies in that genre dealt
with large industries and organizations, dramatic battles and leaders. This
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work, in contrast, deals with an industry that, although significant, has
been ignored by historians, and with a union that was relatively small and
whose history was undramatic.
As the national economy staggered under the impact of the Great Depression, the International Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite, and Paper Mill
Workers, whose origins dated back to the early years of the century, was
a small organization of fewer than 4000 in an industry which employed
approximately 120,000 workers concentrated in the Northeast and Canada.
They were predominantly male and ethnically homogeneous. By 1941 the
union had more than 60,000 members. The industry employed 400,000
workers, and had spread into the South. It now had considerable racial,
ethnic, religious, and sexual diversity within its work force. Zieger's emphasis is upon the way the Brotherhood achieved its growth while reacting and adapting to these changes.
There were several union characteristics that made the Brotherhood's
experiences interesting. First, while it was a loyal AFL affiliate, its
philosophy and organizational structure were those of an industrial union.
Second, while President-Secretary Burke was a moderate socialist, his
leadership was conservative and was characterized by strong cooperation
with company leaders who tolerated or encouraged the Brotherhood in
order to keep the more threatening CIO out of their operations. Also,
while the organization benefitted considerably from Section 7(a) of the
National Industrial Recovery Act and the National Labor Relations Act,
Burke was extremely distrustful of government and was not an admirer
of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Burke was willing to endure occasional charges
from the rank and file that he was too conservative or too much of an
accommodationist, for he was convinced that workers were not sufficiently
unified or union-oriented to protect their own interests without outside
assistance.
Zieger's book is well-organized and clearly written, although it suffers from occasional repetition. It is a valuable addition to the literature
of labor and working class history, and should be of particular interest
to East Texans because of the rise of the pulp and paper industry in the
piney woods since the 1930s.
James E. Fickle
Memphis State University
Alex Sweet's Texas. The Lighter Side of Lone Star History. By Alexander
Edwin Sweet. (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX
78713), 1986. Illustrations, Index. P. 202. $19.95 hardcover; $9.95
paperback.
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Top Grain Cowhide History of Texas. By D. Lee McCullough. (Eakin
Press, P.O. Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735), 1986. P. 214. $9.95.
The Uncensored John Henry Faulk. By John Henry Faulk. (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, TX 78767), P. 164. $16.95.
These three fine books of Texas humor begin with superbly selected
essays of renowned nineteenth century humorist Alex Sweet. Sweet's essays
are divided into sections about the state, cities, people, life, and natural
resources. Each section contain well-written, humorous sketches of Texas
life. In particular. readers will enjoy Sweet's versions of LaSalle, climate,
immigration, Texas Rangers. General Sheridan, Texas and Hell, boys.
typical Texan, Christmas, the memorable New York's Day calls, cattle,
and chili con carne. Of particular interest to students of late nineteenth
century Texas, and those with an interest in Galveston, Austin, and San
Antonio, the book contains appropriate annotations, bibliography, and
illustrations. These features enriched the reading pleasure of an excellent
volume.
D. Lee McCullough's Top Grain Cowhide attempts to survey Texas
history. A pleasant book of anecdotes, it includes the geology of Texas,
the Spanish explorers, French settlement, the colonization of Texas,
Austin's mission to Mexico, the Alamo, Goliad, and the Republic of Texas.
Regretfully twentieth century Texas is surveyed in only twenty-five pages,
and the book has far too many clever phrases. While shorter in scope,
Texas History Movies remains the classic survey.
In the third segment of this Texas humor trilogy, John Henry Faulk
strongly defends the First Amendment of The Constitution. Skillfully he
uses folklore and the humor of liberal, rural Texas compounded by his
own personal experiences, to make readers react in a mixture of laughter
and tears. Using characters such as the Reverend Tanner Franklin and
Cousin Ed Snodgrass - interlaced with Texas dialect - Faulk saturizes feelings and events since the 1930s. He discusses civil rights, religion, politicians, attitudes about the Vietnam War, recognition of Communist China,
Watergate, and nuclear war. In "To Secure the Blessings of Liberty,"
with missionary zeal, Faulk reminds us of the dangerous impact that fear
and ignorance can have upon liberty. A bit too zealous, too naive on Cuba,
too rural for some snobbish urban Texans, this admirable book -like ribbon cane syrup and hot biscuits - is worth digesting.
Irvin M. May, Jr.
Blinn College at Bryan
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THE RALPH W. STEEN AWARD
Mrs. Lera Thomas
F. Lee Lawrence
Robert Cotner
Mrs. Tommie Jan Lowery
Mrs. E.H. Lasseter
Archie P. McDonald
Robert S. Maxwell
Max S. Lale
Mrs. W.S. Terry
Captain Charles K. Phillips
Bob Bowman
William R. Johnson

THE C.K. CHAMBERLAIN AWARD
W.T. Block
James Smallwood
Jahn Denton Charter
James M. McReynolds
Elvie Lou Luetge
Randolph Campbell
Douglas Hale
Michael E. Wade
Tommy Stringer
Donald W. Whisenhunt

THE FELLOWS AWARD
Randolph Campbell
Archie P. McDonald
Robert S. Maxwell
J. Milton Nance
Ralph Wooster
Marilyn M. Sibley
Fred Tarpley
Margaret S. Henson
Frank H. Smyrl
Francis E. Abernethy
Dorman H. Winfrey
THE LUCILLE TERRY AWARD
Friends of the Adolphus Sterne Home, Nacogdoches, Texas
The Howard-Dickinson House, Henderson. Texas
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Angelina & Neches River Railroad Co., Lufkin
Chevron/Gulf, Houston
Citizens National Bank, Henderson
Commercial National Bank, Nacogdoches
East Texas Oil Museum, Kilgore College
First City National Bank, Lufkin
Fredonia State Bank, Nacogdoches
General Savings Association, Henderson
Harrison County Historical Society, Marshall
Huntington State Bank, Huntington
Kilgore Chamber of Commerce
Kilgore College
Kilgore First National Bank
Kirby Forest Industries, Inc., Houston
Lamar University, Beaumont
The Long Trusts, Kilgore
Lufkin Federal Savings & Loan Association
M.S. Wright Foundation, Nacogdoches
Panola Junior College, Carthage
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville
San Jacinto Museum of History, Deer Park
Superior Savings & Loan Association, Nacogdoches
Temple-Eastex, Inc., Diboll
Texas Forestry Museum, Lufkin
Trinity Valley Community College, Athens
Tyler Junior College
The University of Texas at Tyler

and sponsored by
Stephen F. Austin State University
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